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INNOVATION!

BY BRIAN REX DAVIS CEDAR PARK, TEXAS
WBS ACT/ON! EDITOR AND PRESIDENT
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| believe that Jesus
knew we would have to
INNOVATE to accomplish

His Great Commission.

We never “innovate” with the inspired
Word of God in which we are GROUNDED.
Rather, we innovate to GROW in our
ability to reach the whole world with the
Good News of Jesus! The Great Commission inspires us to
take on big goals. World Bible School is innovating to take
on big goals, and we need your help.

10,000,000 for Christ! Over the next two years,
we want to sow the seed of the Gospel into the hearts of
10,000,000 people. Is this possible? Think about it... over
the past few years, WBS has been receiving over a million

requests for Bible studies per year. WE NEED
Over the past five years, John Reese ,
has led WBS in the development of YOUR HELP!
cutting-edge tools that will expand our TO GET
reach to cover every nation on earth.

These tools are designed to reach INVOLVED
every generation, in every culture, WITH WBS,
using every means of communication CALL US:

to share the timeless message of the

Bible. It is possible! 512-345-8190.

Is this responsible evangelism
and mission work? YES. We are blessed to work in
partnership with great sister ministries such as Sunset
International Bible Institute who is innovating with
preacher training and leadership development. In fact,
WBS is working on a joint project to add advanced Bible
training with SIBI on the WBS Online Lessons Tool.
We want every new Christian to find their place in the
Body of Christ. We are working with Healing Hands
International to offer Bible study opportunities in
conjunction with their incredible ministry of compassion.
We are partnering with many others that you will see
highlighted in ACTION! this year. By working together,
we can sow the seed of the Gospel into 10 million hearts
and more!

How do we get started? Not by ourselves! We seek
the help of God. Let’s go to God in prayer and ask for
him to do more than we can think or imagine. If we sow
the Gospel and water the soil in 10 million hearts,
God will bring forth a great harvest. Will you help us
be ready to teach by starting a teaching program in your

congregation, or by becoming a study helper yourself?

www.worldbibleschool.net/10M4C

10,000,000
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CALL TO
ACTION!

TEN MINUTES AT 10AM

Would you begin praying with us for God to empower

us to reach 10 million with the Gospel? Let’s take
10 minutes each day to pray for God’s help.
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-OUR STORIES

INNOVATING WITH
PAPER BY PRE-
POSITIONING IN

ZIMBABWE

BY JOHN REESE SEARCY, ARKANSAS
WBS PRESIDENT EMERITUS

As | write this report, Phil
Palmer and | are in Harare,

the capital of Zimbabwe.

Phil is now the WBS Envoy to East Africa and Southern
Africa. | retired from the role of WBS President at the end
of 2021 and now serve as President Emeritus assisting with
World Bible School’s dynamic growth. My role on this trip
is to orient Phil to his new tasks in Southern Africa. Phil was
born and raised in Zimbabwe. This was his first time back in 30 years, but
the legacy left by his missionary parents, Roy and Jaxie Palmer, is alive and
well. His earlier familiarity with this region, as well as his years of mission
work in East Africa (going back to 1979) are God-given gifts for our growth.

OUR AIM IS TO As WBS Study Helpers and students know, Covid
has reduced postal efficiency worldwide. Although

SETUPNEW  451100,000 Zimbabweans enrolled in 2021, postal
DELIVERY problems have interfered with proper delivery of their
SYSTEMS courses. Phil and | are here working with WBS Board

member Washington Mhlanga and his wife Alice,
DESIGNED FOR  coordinator for the WBS Service Center in Avondale.

MORE RAPID Our aim is to set up new delivery systems

AND RELIABLE designed for more rapid and reliable teaching.
Existing systems that use mail will continue, but

TEACHING. as new models prove dependable, they will be

introduced to improve the evangelism experience, both for our Study

Helpers and our students. The WBS Lite app is another of several solutions

for developing nations.

Zimbabwe has enormous receptivity to WBS’ Bible study tools. Many
Christians join in the effective teamwork. During the decade before Covid,
some 2,000,000 students enrolled with WBS, resulting in many conversions
and new congregations. That is a fine beginning, but the best is ahead.
Improved lesson delivery will
increase retention and will link
with our follow-up network as
part of the delivery process.
Through your fervent prayers
and generous support, the
Lord of harvest will bless
many more lives for the
glory of His name!

CALL TO Can your

ACTION! congregation
be ready to help teach those

seeking to know God?
Start a teaching program!
Call 512-345-8190 for help.

Innovation
through
collaboration

We are so blessed to have
great partnerships! Gospel
Chariot Missions, as they share
the Gospel and plant and
disciple new churches, use WBS
materials to connect seekers to
study helpers.

10,000,000 for Christ!

Lord, give us a heart for the lost
of our world!
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psalm 127.4
RAISING ARROWS =)

in a digital world

D

Bridging the
Social Media
Divide

= WES SOCIAL MEDIA SPECIALIST

As with most innovations, social media

IS NOt inherently pad. Jesus and His church came
around at the right time. Because of the innovation of the
Roman road system, the church had the ability to travel
and spread the Gospel at a rapid pace. One could say that
was some divine innovation!

The concept of “roads” has manifested itself in a
new way with the internet, an innovation to spread
information—the “information highway.” That highway
further developed additional “fast lanes” that cater to your
interests and friend circles, called “social media”.

For more than a decade I’ve been studying and utilizing
social media for content distribution and marketing.
During the same time, “Big Tech” has researched addictive
behaviors of humans. Using this knowledge, they’ve
developed platforms that feed into addictive qualities to
create a chemical reaction in the brain. Details large and
small encourage users to keep coming back for more—all

CALL TO
ACTION!

IDENTIFY ADDICTIVE HABITS
VS. HEALTHY HABITS

BAD: Choosing a mobile device over family
engagement and communication

GOOD: Encouraging regular, digital-free
family time that engages everyone

BAD: Spending too much time viewing or
attempting to recreate social trends

GOOD: Engaging with your child over what’s
trending. Use it as a time to bond and teach.

4 WORLD BIBLE SCHOOL

the way down to the color of WE MUST GUIDE
the alert badge telling you of a
new notification. OUR CHILDREN
Children crave attention. 7O GLORIFY
My three boys prove it to me
daily, especially now that GOD /N ALL
they’re competing with their THINGS RATHER
baby sister! Social media gives
our young people an outlet THAN SEEK TO
of perceived attention, but at
what cost? BE GLORIFIED
BY THE WORLD.

Be sober-minded; be watchful.
Your adversary the devil
prowls around like a roaring
lion, seeking someone to devour. (1Peter 5:8)

Are we aware of potential addictions to social
media? Are we teaching and exemplifying sober-
mindedness, and thus teaching our children to also be
on the lookout for behaviors and choices that take our
focus from godly living? We must guide our children
to glorify God in all things, rather than seek to be
glorified by the world.

This is one reason WBS created Mathetis: to
encourage meaningful, faith-based conversations
around God’s Word and not the things of this world.
WBS is equipping multiple generations to share their
faith using online tools!



INSPIRED TO

INVEST

INVESTING IN OUR
NEXT GENERATION

BY MARCUS McKEE LEWISVILLE, TEXAS

WBS CHIEF GROWTH OFFICER

The Apostle
Paul's
admonition
to fathers in
Ephesians 6:4

to bring their children
up in the discipline and
instruction of the Lord
can be an intimidating task. | would venture
to guess that most parents and grandparents
have been concerned with how best to

pass their faith on to their children and
grandchildren so they develop their own
faith. | would also venture to say that at times
this concern has turned into worry.

How do we reach a generation that doesn’t
communicate the way we do? | submit to
you that while times may have changed,
the core of what inspires

us has not. God has always
known that when He has

our hearts, He has us! So,
we parents, grandparents
and leaders in the church,
must get the next generation
to engage their minds and
hearts to love God and

CALL TO
ACTION!

search for His will. We can do this by
involving them with sharing the Good
News with others.

WBS is about sharing the Good News

and helping others share it so that a lost
and dying world can be saved. One of

the tools we provide is our social media
app—Mathetis. This Christian discipling
app was designed specifically with the
younger generations in mind! Mathetis has
a variety of courses which can help train
and teach individuals to share the Gospel
with others. It also contains courses

that tackle the issues young people are
wrestling with today. One of the things |
noticed while working in youth ministry

is that when a young person is teaching
another about the Gospel, the young
sharer’s faith begins to grow and develop
into their own. And | think this can be said

Join us in helping to
pass the Good News to

the younger generation and help them
make disciples as well! For help getting
started, call 512-345-8190.

I want to give Mr./Mrs./Ms.
this amount now:
$ Spouse
Please use this gift:
O where most needed Address
O for Incentive Bibles City State Zip
| want to make a commitment o
by joining Sowing the Seed. @ P
I'll give this I'll give this E-mail
Monthly: Annually:
O $30/mo | O $300/yr Church
O $60/mo O $600/yr Address
O $100/mo O $1,000/yr
City State Zip
os /mo | O$ /yr
WBS, P.0. Box 2169, Cedar Park, TX 78630 O 1ama WBS teacher or O | have been sometime in the past.

Young people registering for the Mathetis
app at Exposure Youth Camp in Alabama

for most of us.

These tools require funds to create and
maintain, but your investment in WBS
makes it possible. Can you or your
congregation help fund effective tools
and content for our young people? Help
us help you to pass on your faith to the
younger generation!

ACTION!

EDITOR: BRIAN REX DAVIS
Action! (ISSN 8750-1333) USPS 004380 IS PUBLISHED BI-
MONTHLY BY THE NON-PROFIT MINISTRY OF WORLD BIBLE
SCHOOL. WBS IS EVERYDAY CHRISTIANS SHARING JESUS
WITH PRINTED & DIGITAL BIBLE LESSONS AND TOOLS.
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[[] Please charge my credit card for the amount at left.

O Visa O Discover O MasterCard
O Amex Other

(You can give securely online: worldbibleschool.net/give)

Card No:

Expiration: /

Name (as on card)

Signature:

[ rm setting up Automatic Bill Pay from my bank.
[C] My gift is a Tribute. See the back of this form.

Tell me more about:

O lam
O I am considering

ACTION!

O will planning
O income-producing gift options

including WBS in my will

or other estate plans.
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IN HONOR OF

Peter & Heidi Gaultney
Merrie Savage
Robin House
Laura Hyatt
Virginia Anderson
Richard Anderson
Marie Baker
Susie McConnell
Winnie Bell
Terry & Shirley Williams
Sherrill & Suzanne
Bennett
Stuart Bennett
David Berlin
Robert & Diane Croop
Charles & Janice Brady
Charlie & Lori Brady
Pat Brown
Phillip & Melissa Roe
Chal Burgess
Putnam church of Christ
Bill & Anna Burns
Barbara Dailey
Zane & Marla Busch
Milt & Susie Shaver
Richard Chandler
Nancy Swanner
Joel B. Conley
Charles & Donna Conley
Scheran Everett
Fran Polston
Jane George
Margie Crabtree
Mrs. Jack Grant
David & Cheri Grant
Marie Law
Patsy Loden
Richard & Greta Leard
Charlie & Lori Brady
Milt & Susie Martin
Becky Shaver
Stacey & Brian McComas
James & Mona Hooper
Robert McLauren
Etta Smith
Hugh Morgan
Misty Morgan Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. David Owen
Carla Owen
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Owen
Carla Owen

Mr. & Mrs. Mac Owen
Carla Owen

Eddy & Kathy Pitchford
Marvin & Eloise Wynn

John & Beth Reese
Bob & Linda Beakley
Sherrill & Suzanne
Bennett
John & Clarita Bryan
Barbara Ellis
Bob & Alice Holland
Ray & Libby Jones
Larry McKenzie
Stephanie Howell
Brian & Karen Plumlee
Roger & Karen Pritchett
Doug Shepherd
Jean Tate
Bob & Jan Towell
David & Betsy Waldron
Earl Wright

Lois Robinson
Nancy Young

Victor Rodriguez
Laquita Searles

Judy Rowland
Hatsene Milligan

Betty Sanders
Arlene Fisher

Mr. & Mrs. David

Schonhoff
Ann Smithson

Tom & Becky Shaver
Milt & Susie Martin

Charles & Krista

Underwood
Sherrill & Suzanne
Bennett

Jacque Vernon
William Ross

WBS Staff
Hill Country church
of Christ

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Willis
Carla Owen

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Willis
Carla Owen

Bobbie Wolfe
Pete & Mattie Wilson

Robert Wright
Cindy W. Freeman

-HONORS & TRIBUTES

IN MEMORY OF

Dan Alexander
Randy & Mia Medlin
Eldon Amonett
Phil & Carolyn Madeley
Barbara Anderson
Arlene Fisher
Joe Andrews
Charles & Margie
Anderson
John Atterberry
Stan & Sue Monkress
Kleber Bartram
Bill & Vickie Seniker
Eleanor Baughn
David & Brenda
Baughn
Jack Black
Jerry & Sarah Sparks
Jimmy Blackwell
Chal Burgess
Kevin Blount
Janet Cooper
Art Bowman
Sun Valley church
of Christ
Geneva Brewer
Charleen Clayton
Voncile Brown
Bartine Dickerson
W.A. “Bob” Burney
Royce & Helen Mann
Bannie Burt
Johnny & Marcia
Newman
Michael Byrd
Neil & Carolyn
Summers
Terry Childers
Fred & Brenda Heath
Frank Cleaver
Charlotte Cleaver
Lavonna Clinton
Gary & Sarah Fallis
Thomas Cloninger, Sr.
Don & Laura Frost
Timothy Cope
Lillian Minchey &
DeeDee Hoover
Wilma Coppinger
Matt & Dana Rickard

Clara M. & Doyle Cowan

Tom & Sha Cowan
Jim Cutbirth

Barry & Aimee Williams
Chuck Davis

Sharron Davis
Lloyd Deal

Steve & Lisa Maher
Paul Deaton

Sam Epperson Family
Brent Dickerson

Bartine Dickerson
Sgt. Ron Dickerson

Bartine Dickerson
Steve Dickerson

Bartine Dickerson
Fred Dominguez

Nyla Dominguez
Glenn Filip

Mary Armistead
Joy Fischer

Don Fischer
Jimmy Fox

Harold & Valerie Fox
Norma Gant

Diana Tullis
Jack Grant

David & Cheri Grant
Brenda Hamilton

Wilson Brooks

Wes & Ellen Shutt
Dorothy Hatchett

Sherry Lawrence
Dr. Tommy & Mrs. Sarah
Hayes

Jerry & Kathy Semore
James Hearn

Bob & Mary Diles
Kirleen Hiett

Calvin Hiett
Avis Holloway

Alta Hill
Leonard & Betty
Holloway

Tom & Sha Cowan
Winston Horton

Robert Erwin
Beverly Howard

Sam Epperson Family
Irene Huber

Shelba Kennedy

Gladys Hunting
Larry Hunting
Marshal Jackson
Sam Epperson Family
Stefan Jimenez
Lynn & Paula Leverett
LaVerne Jinkerson
Kevin & Kara Vick
J. Roy Johnson
J. W. Johnson
Bob Jones
Dave & Marilyn Hughes
Jim Kelley
Peggy Sullivan
Bill Knight
Joe & Jane George
Velvyn Lauterbach
Charles & Margie
Anderson
Luther Leathers
Carol Wall
Danny Lee
Bob Lee
Dennah & Sanford Lee
Sandra Lee
Marion D. Leonard
Robin B. Leonard
Eloice Lively Lewis
Janice Cain
John Lively
Rhonda Little
Delana Mooney
James & Dora Luchessa
Lex & Joyce Camany
Ronald Massey
Patricia Massey
Samuel Mays
Judy Mays
Vera McGregor
Grant & Jan Dillard
Benny Joe Mclnnis
Gail Mclnnis
Coye McKinney
Richard & Greta Leard
Monica McTaggart
Evelyn Peter
Bill Merkel
Jim & Virginia Vick
Stephen Meyer
Mary Armistead

Bill Mitchell

Debbie Cooper

Shelli Hill

Ruth Taylor
Ralph Mitchell

Ellene Hollar
Norma Moore

Bill & Vickie Seniker
Jerry Paregien

Stanley & Peggy

Paregien
Fern Phillips

Norman & Jan Phillips
Bennie Pitchford

Marilyn Woolly
Milford & Hazel Price

Ron Price
Rene Coker Prikryl

Yvonne & Brad Phillips
Daryl Pults

Carolyn Pults
Larry Raburn

Shirley Raburn
Myron Ramseyer

The Epperson Family
Lewis & Joanne
Randolph

Foster & Ann Owens &

Family
Ken Rasco

Marianna Rasco
Anne Reagan

Kathleen 0'Keefe Cox
Peggy Reed

Lillian Minchey &

DeeDee Hoover
Charles Reynolds

Bartine Dickerson
Opal Reynolds

Sherrill & Suzanne

Bennett

Richard & Debbie Duke
James Kenneth Roach

Bartine Dickerson
Jerry Richards

Harold & Valerie Fox
Wilma Rudd

Curtis & Pam Ingram
Lea Schorer

Mary Sircloumb
Loretta Shawver

David & Raquel Moore

Please make my gift a tribute. 1 1 have completed my personal information on the back of this form.

Memorial Gifts and Honor [0 HONOR GIFT O Birthday O Anniversary Please send a letter of acknowledgement to:

Gifts are ideal ways to pay O lliness O Friendship 0O Other
tribute to a loved one’s 0 MEMORIAL GIFT Mr./Mrs./ Ms.
legacy or special occasions. Address
At the same time, your gift For:
will be used to share Jesus Mr./Mrs./Ms. City ST___Zip______
with WBS. . _ _ _
City ST Their relationship to Honoree
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_ IMPROVING THE EVANGELISM EXPERIENCE

INNOVATION IN 2022

J.R. Shew
Wayne & Rebecca
Shew
Wanda Shoger
Alice Brill
Charles Shumate
Ann Shumate
Bruce Simpson
Mary Sue Simpson
Lyman & Joy Slatton
Peggy Stone
Angela Smith
Barbara Kennedy
Isa May Smith
William Smith
Lloyd Stephens
Ken & Shannon
Davidson
Donald & Francena
Karguth
Joe Stockton
Margie Stephenson
Gary & Pam Stephenson
Carl & Donna Sterling
Barry & Vicky Sterling
Dean Stewart
Baker Heights church
of Christ
Jack Bayles
Dan & Nancy Dawson
Robert & Patricia Eroh
Jackie & Betty Hines
family
David & Audrey Hines
family
Jack & Patsy Kidwell
Deb Stratton
Randy Stout
Jeff & Cathy Stout
Van Tate
Larry & Susan
Harrington
Jean Tate
Dottie Thomason
Farrell & Charlotte Nalls
Randall Tidwell
Ellene Hollar
Kimberly Ann Foster-
Weaver
Sun Valley church
of Christ
Charles Westerfeld
Butch &Linda
Merriman
Robert White
Candy Clem
Mattie Ruth Wilson
W.C. Wilson
Gertrud Wirth
Sun Valley church
of Christ
Jerry Wade Yates
Joe & Jane George
Sheila Young
James Young

BY TIM YAEGER BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA
WBS CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER

Are you innovating
for Jesus Christ?
WBS has deep roots

INn INNnovations

going back more than 50
years. WBS began with postal
teaching, exchanging Bible
lessons by mail. At the time,
from the 1950’s through the 1980’s, postal
teaching was an innovative way to share the
Gospel around the world and equip Christians in
the U.S. with a method to teach.

During the 1990s the internet
was born and WBS innovated to
use websites and email to share the
Gospel. In the early 2000s scanning
technology advanced along with
online storage. WBS innovated
returning lessons to the U.S. with
scanning. Millions of students have
been enrolled over the years. Each
advance in technology is a blessing
from God paving the way for His
Word to accelerate around the world.

We have now entered the 2020s.
WBS has again innovated to use
social media and phone apps.
Mathetis is a social network for
spiritual growth. The online lessons
tool has been crafted into a dynamic
online library. Students can now enter this
online library through a website, WBS Lite and
the WBS App. WBS is reaching out to students
searching for very specific topics on the internet,
then offering them the chance to study and
connect with a Christian.

All methods and all technologies are relevant
to reach the one who is seeking. The seeker is
a lost soul searching for meaning, searching
for life and searching for hope. In every way
possible, WBS is striving to improve the
evangelism experience. If the seeker can only
access or prefers a printed Bible lesson, WBS
will find ways to correspond as effectively as
possible. If a seeker learns on a phone, WBS will

LL METHODS
AND ALL
ECHNOLOGIES
ARE RELEVANT
TO REACH
THE ONE
WHO IS

R— d

provide an app and advertise to introduce them
to a Christian Study Helper.

I want to come back to the original question,
because WBS is about YOU. Sharing Jesus!
Innovation isn’t just a technology concept. It’s
about finding new ways of thinking and doing. If
you are not using the tools of WBS, how are you
sharing the Gospel? Are you working on refining
your methods? Are you conducting Bible studies
with your friends or colleagues? How are you
innovating to find ways to sharing the Gospel—
perhaps outside your comfort zone?

Join me and thousands of other Christian
Study Helpers to innovate for the Gospel. Gather
others in your congregation to team up to teach
as many lost souls as possible. I invite you to
learn more and apply to become a Study Helper
at www.worldbibleschool.net or check out
www.mathetis.org

CALL TO Join me in sharing
ACTION! Jesus. Apply to be a

Study Helper at www.worldbibleschool.

net. For other ways to participate, call
512-345-8190.

ACTION! FEB 2022



Reaction to

ACTION!

BY FERMAN CARPENTER ROUND ROCK, TEXAS
PREACHING EVANGELIST
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST

he churches of Christ around
the world seek to follow the
New Testament as our only
guide in matters of faith and
practice. The principal of restoration is
“If anyone speak, let him speak as the
oracles of God...” (1 Peter 4:11).

The churches of Christ are growing
in amazing ways on every inhabited continent. This
growth is fueled when members of the Lord’s church
become involved in evangelism and when they invite
their friends to worship. Their friends enjoy the
sermons and Bible classes, and after a few visits they
begin to ask questions. They discover something so
simple... all the answers to life’s questions are found
in one book, the Bible!

Over the last 2,000 years
LETUSALL GET since our Lord walked this

INVOLVED IN THE  earth, mankind has often

GREATEST WORK tried to improve on God’s
IN THE WORLD— Word. The Lord’s church

is constantly tempted to

SAVING SOULS—  depart from the Truth.
AND HELP THE And when we do, we find
LORD’S CHURCH ourselves losing ground

rather than gaining ground.

STAY GROUNDED While there are many

AND GROWING! important scriptures, there
is nothing more vital for

the life and growth of the church than Christ’s
command in the Great Commission (Matthew
28:18-20) to GO and teach all nations.

When the Lord’s church focuses on evangelism,
error—whether adding to or taking away from the
Word—becomes a thing of the past. As Christians
become involved in inviting, teaching and encouraging,
there is no room for unscriptural distractions. New
Christians remember what they came out of—and they
don’t want to go back! Evangelism helps the Lord’s
church stay faithful and joyful.

Evangelism is God’s work. It has been committed
into our hands. And it is possible for each Christian to
carry out. Let us all get involved in the greatest work
in the world, saving souls, and help the Lord’s church
stay grounded and growing!
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