
The Bylaws of the World Bible School Board of Directors 
introduce the WBS president’s role as follows: 

The President shall be the chief executive officer of 
the Corporation. The President shall take a leading role 
in developing, with the Board, the vision, direction and 
strategic plan of World Bible School in consultation with the 
Management Team. The President shall serve as the “face” and 
“spirit” of World Bible School to the world. The President shall 
be responsible to the Board of Directors to represent World 
Bible School’s ministry to the general public, to churches of 
Christ, and to ministry groups, institutions and individuals.

     “Face” and “spirit” are key terms.  “Face” stands for 
serving as the main representative of WBS to constituents 
and the wider world.  “Spirit” stands for spiritual and 
visionary leadership.  It has been my privilege to serve in 
these ways as president since 2006. As announced in the 
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January Action!, I plan to retire from the role—but not from 
promoting and assisting WBS—this year, 2021, in which 
I turn 70. This move has long been anticipated, aimed at 
passing the baton safely, that is, while both runners are 
enjoying good health and WBS is making great progress.

     My successor in the role, Brian Davis, has been prepared 
all his life and specifically his last six years as Executive Vice 
President for WBS in Cedar Park. Selection and appointment 
are duties of the Board. Through a thorough and rigorous 
process, the Board concurred that Brian was fully qualified. 
In this issue, I continue to introduce Brian as the incoming 

“face” and “spirit” of WBS, and Brian introduces Tim 
Yaeger.  These selections speak well of WBS’ continued 
impact for the church and world evangelism. Because 
our true leader is Jesus, we face the future with a spirit 
of courage and confidence.

FACE&SPIRIT  



The Apostle Paul mentored Timothy in order 
to make sure of the inspired command:

…and what you have heard from me in 
the presence of many witnesses entrust to 
faithful men, who will be able to teach others 
also (2 Timothy 2:2).

Tim Yaeger came to World Bible School in 2018 
when we were needing leadership to craft our on-
line Bible Study tools. Since then, Tim has been the 
leading vision on how to build cutting edge, digital 
experiences that help move WBS into the future. 
Tools such as our new .org site and its related apps 
and the Mathetis social media network have all 
come to fruition by Tim’s leadership.  

One of the most important areas of leadership 
that Tim excels at is in recruiting a team of 
talented individuals who are passionate about 
sharing Jesus. Another is Tim’s ability to listen 
and learn how new tools need to integrate with 
and compliment traditional WBS tools that have 
been shining the light of Jesus to our world since 
1973.  Tim’s biblical maturity combined with 
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BY BRIAN DAVIS CEDAR PARK, TEXAS

ENTRUST.. .
Joyce Allison: Thank you for 
your years of service. What 
a joy to share the lessons 
with many prisoners this 
past year, right here in Texas, 
and to receive many thank-
yous from them for the Bible 
studies.  We’ve seen many 
changed hearts, and for that 
we are so thankful. 

Phillip Slate: John and Beth, 
I think Jimmie Lovell would 
be proud of what you 
have done…. You two have 
responded to our changing 
world and opened up new 
vistas of teaching. So, I send 
you my hearty thanks for your 
efforts. On one of my visits to 
Kenya, a former student said 
to me, “Dr. Slate, when you 
get back, tell the people who 
do WBS to keep up their good 
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ministry and people skills have enabled him to 
bridge the gap from what WBS has always been 
to what God is calling WBS to do in the future.

As an important part of the WBS leadership 
team going forward, Tim will be instrumental in 
integrating all of WBS tools with cutting-edge 
technologies that will give WBS a greater 
reach into the world of those still needing 
to know Jesus.

Estate Planning: 

A Good Steward’s Checklist for Getting Started

Estate planning isn’t just for the very wealthy. Your estate includes everything you own, and 

it can be any size, which is why it is worth taking time to plan for what happens to it.  If you own a business, do you have a succession plan in place?

If you have your own business, you may wish to keep the business within your 

family or sell it, before or after you pass away. Regardless of which option you 

choose, careful planning will ensure the business can stay up and running and be 

protected from large, unexpected tax liabilities.

  Are you planning to reassess your plan? 

Life changes. So should your estate plan. Revisit your plan when your 

circumstances change, for the better or the worse. In fact, revisit your estate plan 

periodically even if your circumstances don’t change to best take advantage of 

current legal regulations and opportunities.

If you are considering World Bible School in your estate plans, we’d like to know of your 

interests and intentions. We would enjoy discussing our shared mission, and how certain 

planned gifts might benefit you, your loved ones and WBS. 

Let your legal, financial and tax advisors know of your intentions on behalf of WBS. They 

can help you determine what type of gift suits your circumstances and wishes. 

To recognize those who understand the impact of an estate 

gift, WBS has established Sowing a Legacy Partners. “Sowing a 

Legacy” combines the biblical principle of spreading the Good 

News of Jesus with the concept of high-value financial support 

for many years to come. As a Sowing a Legacy Partner, you’ll 

receive modest recognition (unless you request otherwise) that will encourage others, as 

well as special communications about WBS. 

For more information, contact:

           R
ick and Mary Shur 

rick@worldbibleschool.net           mary@worldbibleschool.net

           615-916-0420               
               

     270-535-4901

      

 

P.O. Box 2169

Cedar Park, Texas 78630

legacy@worldbibleschool.net

512-658-7605; 800-311-2006

For a Christian, one’s estate assumes both greater meaning and greater worth. 

God would have us be good stewards of how He has blessed us, whether with little or 

much. So Christians can view estate planning as just a natural part of one’s faith, as good 

stewardship. Furthermore, many want to use at least a portion of their estate to make a 

difference in the world even after they have passed on.  That can only happen through 

“estate planning”. 

Don’t know where to begin? This estate planning checklist is a good way to start.

 Are you continually thankful and prayerful?

It’s important to keep a spiritual perspective on your possessions and the estate 

planning process. Always be grateful for God’s love, care and blessings for you and 

your loved ones.  Prayerfully ask for His wisdom and guidance in how you view and 

use your possessions, in both the present time and over the long term, including in 

your estate plan itself.

   Have you organized what your estate looks like? 

From a material perspective, you need to prepare a net worth statement with 

all of your assets and liabilities. These would include brokerage accounts, 401(k) 

plans, IRAs, bank accounts, life insurance policies and other policies such as long-

term care, homeowners, auto, disability and health insurances. Include all account 

numbers and contact information, and list the location of any physical documents 

you have in your possession. Also add in your tangible assets such as your home, 

vehicles, and other valuable items. Your debt would include mortgages, home equity 

lines of credit, auto loans, credit card obligations, etc. 

Estate planning is the process of designating who will receive your assets and handle 

your responsibilities after your death or incapacitation. One fundamental goal is to ensure 

that heirs and other beneficiaries receive assets in a way that minimizes estate tax, gift tax, 

income tax and other taxes.
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World Bible School, Inc. Is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Our tax ID number is 74-2254797. WBS and its 

representatives do not provide legal or tax advice. The purpose of this publication is to provide general estate 

planning information. It should not replace independent legal, financial and tax counsel for your planning.

“G
race to you and peace from Him who is 
and who was and who is to come!” Since 
our Lord transcends all time, He knows 

each generation intimately and how to prepare 
the needed leadership. Long ago, He set in place 
the means for communicating the Good News 
worldwide. He gifted Jimmie Lovell with vision 
and energy to launch World Bible School (named 
in 1973). He supplied Reuel Lemmons and Tex 

Williams as Jimmie’s successors. He has raised up leaders for this 
present age of unparalleled opportunity and daunting challenges. 

Brian Davis, the next WBS president—beginning January 1, 2022—
was being prepared as a child given to godly parents, Rex and 
Barbara. Rex led Boyd-Buchanan Christian school in Chattanooga 
TN, modeling leadership, problem-solving and progress for 45 
years. He also introduced Brian as a teen to WBS when they taught 
by postal correspondence together. 

At David Lipscomb University (1984-1989), Joe Gray fueled 
Brian’s evangelistic fervor and effectiveness with campaigns to 
New Zealand, Jamaica, England, Kenya and West Africa. Brian also 
served the Nashville Inner City Ministry. After graduating in Bible, 
Brian established the Chattanooga Inner City Outreach and served 
as its director (1990-1997). 

In 1997, Brian married Sondra Boyd. Sondra had attended York 

WBS’ NEXT FACE & SPIRIT:
BRIAN DAVIS College (1983-1985). While there, Sondra campaigned with Tom 

Schultz in Austria, and while studying at A.C.U. (1985-1988) interned 
with mission teams in East Africa and surveyed West Africa. She 
studied French in Quebec, Canada (1994-1995), then joined a 
mission team in Benin (1995-1998).

Serving as missionaries of Hillcrest church of Christ in Abilene, 
they moved from Benin to Cape Town, South Africa (1998-2005), to 
serve French-speaking refugees, mainly Congolese, which led also 

to work with inner city gangs. Congo especially spills its refugees 
into the Northwest Province of Zambia, leading Hillcrest to ask 
Brian to begin a new refugee work there (2005-2012). The regional 
ruler, Chief Mumena, encouraged them to plant churches of Christ 
among the Kaonde tribe. 

The Davis family with Lazarus Munetsi, GMC’s 
follow up coordinator for WBS in South Africa

continued on p5

BY JOHN REESE CEDAR PARK, TEXAS

The Yaeger family (from left): Noah, Maria, 
Sara, Gabriel, Julia, Luke, Katie, Tim



Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. _______________________________________

Spouse ___________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

City __________________________ State _____ Zip________

Ph ________________________________________________

E-mail _____________________________________________

Church ____________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________

City __________________________ State _____ Zip________

(day)                                                                (night)

I’ll give this 
Monthly:   

o   $30 / mo

o   $60 / mo

o   $100 / mo

o   $____ / mo 

I want to make a commitment
by joining Sowing the Seed.

I want to give 

this amount now:  
$_________________________

o  Please charge my credit card for the amount at left.

       o  Visa              o  Discover         o  MasterCard	
  o  Amex           Other _____________________________

(You can give securely online:  worldbibleschool.net/give) 

Card No: ____________________________________________

Expiration: __________ / __________ 

Name (as on card) ___________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________

o  I’m setting up Automatic Bill Pay from my bank.

o  My gift is a Tribute. See the back of this form.

Tell me more about:         o  will planning
          o  income-producing gift options

o  I am		      including WBS in my will

o  I am considering	     or other estate plans.} 
o I am a WBS teacher or  o I have been sometime in the past.

Please use this gift:

o  where most needed

o  for Incentive Bibles

I’ll give this 
Annually:   

o   $300 / yr

o   $600 / yr

o   $1,000 / yr

o   $_____ / yr

WBS, P.O. Box 2169, Cedar Park, TX 78630
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It’s always exciting when WBS can have a 
wonderful dinner together as a family. These 

times serve for great fellowship with each other, 
allow updates on outreach through WBS and 
say a “Thank you!” to all our study helpers, 
coordinators, and partners in this ministry.

This fall two dinners are scheduled, one in Nashville and one 
in Austin.  Our theme this year will be: “The Cure: True Healing 
for the World.” We hope you’ll be able to join us in person in 
Nashville on October 7th, at the Sonesta Nashville Airport Hotel 
(formerly Marriott). The Austin benefit dinner will take place 

TWO MAJOR EVENTS THIS FALL!
on November 9th, at the Westside church of Christ in Round 
Rock, TX. This Austin event will be live streamed as well, so 
people are welcome to join us online. These dinners will also 
serve as a great time of remembering the contribution of WBS’ 
outgoing president, John Reese and his wife, Beth. Both will be 
in attendance to allow us to honor them for their years of service 
to WBS.  Contact us for information on reserving your place at 
either of these great events: rsvp@worldbibleschool.net

Pat Brown is always available to talk to friends of WBS—individu-
als and churches. Contact him at pat@worldbibleschool.net.

Estate Planning: 

A Good Steward’s Checklist for Getting Started

Estate planning isn’t just for the very wealthy. Your estate includes everything you own, and 

it can be any size, which is why it is worth taking time to plan for what happens to it.  If you own a business, do you have a succession plan in place?

If you have your own business, you may wish to keep the business within your 

family or sell it, before or after you pass away. Regardless of which option you 

choose, careful planning will ensure the business can stay up and running and be 

protected from large, unexpected tax liabilities.

  Are you planning to reassess your plan? 

Life changes. So should your estate plan. Revisit your plan when your 

circumstances change, for the better or the worse. In fact, revisit your estate plan 

periodically even if your circumstances don’t change to best take advantage of 

current legal regulations and opportunities.

If you are considering World Bible School in your estate plans, we’d like to know of your 

interests and intentions. We would enjoy discussing our shared mission, and how certain 

planned gifts might benefit you, your loved ones and WBS. 

Let your legal, financial and tax advisors know of your intentions on behalf of WBS. They 

can help you determine what type of gift suits your circumstances and wishes. 

To recognize those who understand the impact of an estate 

gift, WBS has established Sowing a Legacy Partners. “Sowing a 

Legacy” combines the biblical principle of spreading the Good 

News of Jesus with the concept of high-value financial support 

for many years to come. As a Sowing a Legacy Partner, you’ll 

receive modest recognition (unless you request otherwise) that will encourage others, as 

well as special communications about WBS. 

For more information, contact:

           R
ick and Mary Shur 

rick@worldbibleschool.net           mary@worldbibleschool.net

           615-916-0420               
               

     270-535-4901

      

 

P.O. Box 2169

Cedar Park, Texas 78630

legacy@worldbibleschool.net

512-658-7605; 800-311-2006

For a Christian, one’s estate assumes both greater meaning and greater worth. 

God would have us be good stewards of how He has blessed us, whether with little or 

much. So Christians can view estate planning as just a natural part of one’s faith, as good 

stewardship. Furthermore, many want to use at least a portion of their estate to make a 

difference in the world even after they have passed on.  That can only happen through 

“estate planning”. 

Don’t know where to begin? This estate planning checklist is a good way to start.

 Are you continually thankful and prayerful?

It’s important to keep a spiritual perspective on your possessions and the estate 

planning process. Always be grateful for God’s love, care and blessings for you and 

your loved ones.  Prayerfully ask for His wisdom and guidance in how you view and 

use your possessions, in both the present time and over the long term, including in 

your estate plan itself.

   Have you organized what your estate looks like? 

From a material perspective, you need to prepare a net worth statement with 

all of your assets and liabilities. These would include brokerage accounts, 401(k) 

plans, IRAs, bank accounts, life insurance policies and other policies such as long-

term care, homeowners, auto, disability and health insurances. Include all account 

numbers and contact information, and list the location of any physical documents 

you have in your possession. Also add in your tangible assets such as your home, 

vehicles, and other valuable items. Your debt would include mortgages, home equity 

lines of credit, auto loans, credit card obligations, etc. 

Estate planning is the process of designating who will receive your assets and handle 

your responsibilities after your death or incapacitation. One fundamental goal is to ensure 

that heirs and other beneficiaries receive assets in a way that minimizes estate tax, gift tax, 

income tax and other taxes.
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World Bible School, Inc. Is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Our tax ID number is 74-2254797. WBS and its 

representatives do not provide legal or tax advice. The purpose of this publication is to provide general estate 

planning information. It should not replace independent legal, financial and tax counsel for your planning.

Some of you will recognize 
the above excerpt of 

our WBS Estate Planning 
material. For a Christian, 
one’s estate assumes both 
greater meaning and greater 
worth. God would have us 
be good stewards of how He 
has blessed us, whether with 
little or much. So Christians 

can view estate planning as 
just a natural part of one’s 
faith, as good stewardship. 
Furthermore, many want to 
use at least a portion of their 
estate to make a difference 
in the world even after they 
have passed on.  That can 
only happen through “estate 
planning”. 

To recognize those who 
understand the impact 

of an estate gift, WBS has 
established Sowing a Legacy 
Partners. “Sowing a Legacy” 
combines the biblical 
principle of spreading the 
Good News of Jesus with 
the concept of high-value 
financial support for many 
years to come. As a Sowing a 
Legacy Partner, you’ll receive 
modest recognition (unless 
you request otherwise) that 
will encourage others, as well 
as special communications 
about WBS.

For more 
information, contact Rick 
and Mary Shur:

rick@worldbibleschool.net
615-916-0420

mary@worldbibleschool.net
270-535-4901
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IN HONOR OF
Mrs. Roy Barnes
   Joe & Barbara Jones
Stan & Kim Bennett
   Sherrill & Suzanne Bennett
Steve & Laura Bennett
   Sherrill & Suzanne Bennett
Ron Bible
   Matthew Blake
Gary Blake
   Matthew Blake
Al & Linda Campbell
   Bill & Karen Quigley
Mark Castleberry
   Patsy Loden
Anza Conner
   Sue Wilson
Carolyn Cooper
   Susie McConnell
Joel Coppinger
   Stephen Hillier
Kristin Edwards
   Joe & Barbara Jones
Eldon & Lanell England
   Sherrill & Suzanne Bennett
Neta Fowler
   Charles & Margie 		
   Anderson
Dana Greenblatt
   Heather Solsbery
Ellis & Peggy Haguewood 
& Lisa
   Leon & Marilyn Sanderson
Barbara Hayman
   Charles & Gean Horn
Melissa Hoehn
   Harry & Janet Cybulski
Dr. James Hooper
   Becky Clapp
Glenda Horton
   Treva Pryor
Albert & Pam Knox
   Sherry Lawrence
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh McConnell
   Susie McConnell
Paula McInnish
   Mary Nell Kemper
Mike Miller
   Etta Smith
Ruth Morgan
   Anonymous
Hazel Nettles
   Reba Cornwell
Wanda Osbron
   Reba Cornwell
Portia church of Christ, AR 
Elders
   Jolly & Marge Myatt
John Reese
   Ed & Vivian Mosby
Guilford & Pat Rice
   Sherrill & Suzanne Bennett

Leah Savage
   Merrie Savage
Charles Smith
   Sandra Smith
Etta Smith
   Richard Anderson
Lori & Herb Stearns
   Barbara Brundage

IN MEMORY OF
Gene Adams
   Phyllis Adams
Etta Phyllis Alexander
   Ron Alexander
Virginia Anderson
   Richard Anderson
Marie Finn Arney
   Jana Hammock
Glenn Atkinson
   Travis & Billie J. Adams
Ken Atkinson
   Virginia Dunagan
James “Bucket” Bailey
   Charles & Margie 		
   Anderson
   Mr. & Mrs. Joe Andrews 
   Lynda Byrd
   Jean Casson  
   Dave & Laura Copeland 
   Everett, Jr. & Nancy 		
   Ferguson
   Ron French
   Kaylen Fry
   Troy & Lucy Jones   
   Dr. Coy Roper   
   John Stone
   Cleddy & Pat Varner
Martha Black
   Charles & Margie   
   Anderson
   Lynn & Paula Leverett
Geraldine Boyette
   Lar Doyle
Billie Branch
   Ella Jane Heard
Tom Brock
   Dale & Laura White
Wendell & Betty Broom
   Kathryn Mick
Wilfred & Valaire Brosey
   Steve & Liz Brosey
John Bryan
   Jimmy & Nancy Dye
   Dorlene Rogers
Mary Bryant
   Harlan & Mary Smith 
Dan Camp
   Lar Doyle
G. A. & Adell Capps
   Marla & Brandt Roberts
Joey Chambers
   Annie Chambers

Chris Chrisner
   David Russell
Rush Cheek
   Catherine Grigsby
Mack & Clara Choate
   Gladys (Choate) West
Deloris Clark
   Roy & Mary McKinney
Thomas Cloninger, Sr.
   Barbara Cloninger
   Sherry Laymon
Vernon Cox
   Bob & Wanda Belonie
   Angie Martin
Charles (Chuck) Davis, IV
   Foy & Peggy Curry
   Dale & Jan McGee 
   Nina Gail Prater  
   Donald & Lavola Rector
   Jerry & Sarah Sparks
Monty Davis
   Johnny & Cindy Davis
Janie Denman
   Sun Valley church of Christ
Ralph Denney
   Robin B. Leonard
James Manley Denton, Sr.
   Sun Valley church of Christ
Helen Dial
   Imogene Dial
Bob Duffer
   Sue Hammans
Stephen D. Eckstein, Jr.
   Sue Hammans
Henry Ellis
   Kenneth & Judy Rowland
Linda Fish
   Sam Epperson Family
Pat Fisher
   Faye Bach
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Forehand
   Brenda Forehand
Ruby Fry
   Sam Epperson Family   
   Bobbie Jessup   
   Jeff & Melanie Yeaman
Norma M. Gant
   Samuel Gant
Mary P. Gilliam
   Nina Gail Prater
   Jerry & Sarah Sparks
Geno & Peggy Grand
   Leon & Marilyn Sanderson
Jack Grant
   Melton & Anna Kennedy
Bill & Katie Graul
   Anonymous Donor
James B. “Buddy” Graves
   Carolyn Graves
Ann Grimmett
   Farrell & Charlotte Nalls

Robert Louis Risinger
   Madeline Risinger
Susie T. Robbins
   Douglas Robbins
Wylie Robinson
   Lois Robinson
August Ruff
   Lynda Ruff
Rusty Russwurm
   Sue Russwurm
Florence Sadler
   Andrew & Martha Burton
Jerome Savage
   Leah Savage
Malachi Schaefer
   Ray & Jane Thompson
Nona Sellers
   Neill Gardner
Jeana Shaw
   Barry & Aimee Williams
Frances Simon
   Lou Fleming
Stanley & Louise Smith
   John & Linda Watson
Chris Sowle
   Peggy Sullivan
Paula Sparks
   Lar Doyle
Doug Spillers
   Marcia Spillers
Bill Staggs
   Lar Doyle
Wallace Gerald Stanfield, Jr.
   Lynda Young
Jean Strader
   Gary & Linda Ford
Bob Taylor
   Chuck & Judy Gentry
   Travis & Dorothy Henry
Betsy Thompson
   Lynn & Paula Leverett
Bill Vandiver
   Roger & Myra Cook
Linda Claire Warpool
   Ellene Holler
   Jennifer Warpool
Marsha Whitehead
   Jimmy & Nancy Dye
   Hollis & Dorothy McLane
Steve Whitmire
   Kenneth & Judy Rowland
Jesse Whitton
   Lar Doyle
Tex Williams
   Charles Hudson
Bill Wright
   Charles & Margie 		
   Anderson
   Cleddy & Pat Varner
Bill Yasko
   Tim & Janet Brumfield   
   Lar Doyle
Wilma Claudine Young
   Delbert & Elaine Cain
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o  I have completed my personal information on the back of this form.

o  HONOR GIFT     o  Birthday         o  Anniversary         
                 o  Illness	       o  Friendship     o  Other _______

o  MEMORIAL GIFT

For:

Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. _____________________________________

City __________________________________ST_______

Memorial Gifts and Honor 
Gifts are ideal ways to pay 
tribute to a loved one’s 
legacy or special occasions. 
At the same time, your gift 
will be used to share Jesus 
with WBS.

Please make my gift a tribute. 

Please send a letter of acknowledgement to:

Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. _______________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City ____________________________ST____Zip_______

Their relationship to Honoree ________________________

H O N O R S  &  T R I B U T E S Carolyn Medlin
   Roger & Ramonia 		
   McAlister
Bobby Melton
   Lar Doyle
Monte Moore
   Gary & Sandra Moore
Nell Moore
   Gary & Sandra Moore
Ingrid Moyal
   Dr. Gerald & Linda Burrow
   Annie Chambers
   Maricela Ehrie
   Danny Williams
Martin Myers
   Virginia Myers
Roy Norris
   Sherry Lawrence
Quinton Oakley
   Charles & Joyce Allison
Peggy Partlow
   Jackie & Judy Black
   David & Deborah 		
   Buchanan
   Dr. David & Leona Carruth
   Linda Doyle
   Ted & Marie Johnston
   Tamera MacFarlane
   Judie Mitten
   Wes & Martha Queen
   Randall Teakell
Lucretia Patterson
   Robert & Alice Holland
Wilma Pendleton
   Sue Hammans
Don Perry
   Phil & Carolyn Madeley
Michael Polutta
   Ray & JoAnne Embry
Hurston Prescott
   Lar Doyle
Leonard Pringle
   Phil & Carolyn Madeley
Kay Proctor
   Phil & Carolyn Madeley
Mildred Putnam
   Steve & Patricia Putnam
Larry Raburn
   Shirley Raburn
Del Ray
   Phil & Carolyn Madeley
Marie Reed
   Sam Epperson Family
Kitty Ann Rose
   Farrell & Charlotte Nalls
Dr. Ken Rhodes
   Tim & Linda Appleton
   James & Wanda Brock
   Rodger & Denise Chaffin
   Jim & Karen Crain
   David & Cheryl Harper
   Jena Madeley
   Jim & Billie Morrow
   Kevin & Julie Rhodes
   Gale Scott
   Rick & Mary Shur

Dave Hale
   Dallas & Darla Dill
Gary Hardison
   Shelia Chappell
Forrest (Junior) Hatley
   Sam Epperson Family
C. J. Hazelwood
   Louis & Connie Barden
Carson Hayes
   Lar Doyle
Judy Hensley
   Tim & Dee Hensley
Jim Hess
   Virginia Dunagan
Hank Hewgley
   Jean Deaton
Mark C. Hewgley
   Jean Deaton
Houston M. Hicks
   Nelta Jo Hicks
L.E. Hicks, Jr.
   Mark & Laura Burman
Gil Hill
   Jim & Karen Crain
A.G. Holloway
   Maxine Morton
Mike Howard
   Joyce Thomas
Osbie Hunt
   Eula Fulbright
Shirley Hunter
   Cleddy & Pat Varner
Bob Jones
   Virginia Dunagan
   Arlene Fisher
   Chuck & Judy Gentry
   Travis & Dorothy Henry
Clyde Jones
   William & Janice Greenleaf
Jack Kelley
   Lar Doyle   
   Judy Kingston
Maurice Kemper
   Billy Joe & Betty Oliver
Ethel Kern
   Charles & Margie 		
   Anderson
Ken Kirchoffner
   Lar Doyle
Mona Lambeth
   Sam & Paula Epperson
Vivian Leith
   Thomas & Patsy Rutledge
Wendal Logan
   Roger & Myra Cook
Billy & Sarah Lucas
   Bruce & Jennie Bailey
Don, Peggy, & Eddy Maynard
   Ronny Maynard
Samuel J. Mays
   Judy Mays
David McCain
   Deborah Harrell
Lisa McPherson
   Charlotte Cleaver



Beth and I want to express our love for 
the Tsiga family, whom we have known 
and worked with for so long.

My earliest memories of Conrad and Helen 
go back to 1974. Conrad was supported as a 
local preacher in Kwe Kwe, Zimbabwe, and his 
supporting congregation in Starkville MS had 
asked us to visit him and the family. Since that 
time, we have been friends and co-workers.  
We have watched the Tsiga family grow, and 
they have watched our children grow up.  

Our most intense partnership has been since 
1985 when we Reeses began on a full-time 
basis to use World Bible School for evangelism. 
In a sense, Conrad was the father of WBS in 
Zimbabwe, being the first evangelist there 

REMEMBERING CONRAD TSIGA

A C T I O N !  S E P  2 0 2 1     5

Please send a letter of acknowledgement to:

Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. _______________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City ____________________________ST____Zip_______

Their relationship to Honoree ________________________

from p3 Takes on Transition

When the church planting work 
matured, Hillcrest brought the Davis family 
to Abilene for Brian to lead missions and 
local evangelism (2012-2015). His methods 
included WBS’ latest tools. As president 
of WBS, I asked the Hillcrest elders, 
“Could Hillcrest share Brian and Sondra 
with WBS?” They agreed that Brian’s 
skill in missions strategy should serve 
the brotherhood and world evangelism. 
They invested generously to make the 
plan work, Brian leading their missions 
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planning, training and campaigns, 
including regular WBS campaigns to 
Northwest Zambia and Zimbabwe. Sondra 
coordinated travel arrangements. Brian 
became EVP for WBS in Cedar Park from 
2015 and Sondra became Administrative 
Assistant from 2017. Their sons Noah (21) 
and Bryson (18) are enrolled in Freed-
Hardeman University. The Lord began a 
great work in the Davis family, and 
He will bring it to completion for His 
own glory.

work because WBS contacts are our 
major entry path into new territory.” 
God alone knows how to measure 
the good done through WBS. What a 
wonderful work!...  I met Brian Davis 
when he was a much younger man. I 
will be lifting him up to our Father as 

he undertakes his part of the ongoing 
enterprise called World Bible School.

Dick Ady: Dear John, I thank God for you 
and for your leadership in WBS since Tex 
Williams. You have done an outstanding 
job in every way and have demonstrated 
a spirit of brotherly love and Christian 
fellowship toward me and other 

members of the WEI leadership team. 
It has been, and it will continue to be, a 
genuine pleasure to join hands with you 
as fellow-servants in the kingdom of God. 
May God bless you and Brian Davis 
as you prepare to pass the baton to 
him January 1, 2022.

Editor’s Note: Following is the video transcript prepared by John Reese for Conrad’s funeral in July.

to focus fully on WBS student recruiting 
and follow up. We campaigned together 
in countless locations.  We preached 
together. Our families sang and prayed 
together. Literally millions of students in 
Zimbabwe have enrolled for WBS studies, 
and untold numbers have been baptized 
into Christ and nurtured in Christ.  

Conrad’s wide smile will greet many 
of the redeemed in their heavenly Home 
together with the Lord. He shared the 
hope of the resurrection with many, and 
now he is realizing that hope. 
Like Paul, Conrad could say, 
“My desire is to depart 
and be with Christ, for 
that is far better.” 

(right) 
Conrad Tsiga 

1940-2021

(below) 
Reese 

campaigners 
singing with 
Helen and 
Conrad in 

Zimbabwe.

H O N O R S  &  T R I B U T E S

He just keeps surprising us. For 
the sake of anonymity, we’ll call 
him Theo (short for Theophilus, 

Lover of God). Theo and his wife were 
married for over 70 years. They were 
deeply committed to the Lord, to each 
other and to the Lord’s church. They 
believed in World Bible School and 
were extraordinarily generous. With yet 
another donation, Theo commented, 
“This gift is not sending just a missionary 
or two, it is sending many thousands of 
missionaries”—referring to the volunteer 

teachers and follow up workers that form 
the WBS team worldwide. 

When his wife passed into eternity, 
Theo leaned down and gave her a final 
kiss, saying, “I’ll see you later.” He told 
family and friends, “She is with the Lord 
now. This is what she lived her whole life 
for.” That firm faith carries Theo forward. 
Now approaching 100, his giving is as 
generous as ever. With his most recent gift, 
he explained, “World Bible School is doing 
lots of good, touching so many. This is the 
Lord’s money anyway; He lets us use it for 

Theo’s Love
a little while. It needs to reach lost souls. 
There are so many of them, all around us. 
WBS is helping so many to reach Heaven. 
I just want to be part of it.” We are deeply 
moved by gratitude for Theo, his dear wife, 
and you who are like them. But our thanks 
here hardly compares to the gratitude to be 
experienced there, from those helped into 
Heaven. Greatest of all will be the Savior’s 
welcome: “‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant. You have been faithful over a 
little; I will set you over much. Enter 
into the joy of your Master.’”



ty

R E A C H I N G  W I T H  T E C H N O L O G Y 

NEW MATHETIS FEATURES! 

Now’s a great time to join Mathetis! Mathetis is a social network for studying interactive 
Bible courses together with your friends online. We’ve made several additions to 

Mathetis’ platform and course options to enhance your experience and Bible study. For instance, 
we’ve released the latest Mathetis Original course, Seeking the Family of God, in tandem with its 
interactive Bible class curriculum, Reaching Those Seeking the Family of God. This new Mathetis 
course and Bible class curriculum discuss questions like: Am I in Christ? Where do I belong? 
Why are there so many different Christian religions? How do I pray? What is worship? What 
if there is no New Testament church near me? Coupling Mathetis’ Reaching Series curriculum 
with Mathetis’ social network creates an innovative environment to engage your students in the 
classroom and throughout the week.

    We’ve added new authors and courses to Mathetis, including: Ripple of Light’s Good Grief 
and Twisted Scripture; Apologetics Press’ Did God Really Create the Earth?; and Evangelism 
University’s The Gospel: Good News for a Change. Check in often to see announcements for 
more courses coming soon. We’ve further enhanced our social network platform, including 
a redesigned website and an app user interface. Based on user feedback, we’ve added 
notifications for better communication between users within the courses, security features to 
maintain a safe social environment, and other features.
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The News in Pictures 
WBS representatives are traveling again. Ron 
Pottberg and Brian Davis visited Ghana for 
PREP (see page 7). John and Beth Reese 
worked on lesson delivery solutions in 
Zimbabwe. Don Boyd trained leaders in 
Zambia. The Brian Davis family campaigned 
in Zambia and made strategic visits in South 
Africa. Phil and Elaine Palmer went to East 
Africa for student recruiting seminars. Bill 
Colwell and Richard Patton showed WBS 
tools to U.S. congregations. Advancement folks also 
visited. More examples could be given. WBS receives far 
more worldwide news and conversion stories than can fit into 
Action! These glimpses represent many other recent reports.

BY WILLIAM BUSH SPRINGFIELD, TENNESSEE

    Download Mathetis in the App Store or 
on Google Play or by registering online 
at mathetis.org. To learn more about the 
Reaching Series curriculum or to place an 
order, visit mathetis.org/reaching-
series. If you have any questions, feel 
free to email us at help@mathetis.org. 

WBS APP SNEAK PEAK
WBS Lite has been installed by thousands of students to take World Bible School 

courses and to gain free access to the digital WBS Study Bible. WBS Lite is intended 
for those who cannot connect to the internet frequently. For those who are “always on” we 
are gearing up to launch the WBS App. This will maximize our ability to reach more digitally 
connected students. Also, it will revolutionize teaching online for those who prefer using 
Apple and Android mobile devices. The screen shot at left gives you a glimpse of what 
is to come for study helpers who choose to use the WBS App to teach the Gospel. 
Look for more announcements later this year.



Africa remains amazingly receptive 
to the Bible and its message. While 

the use of smart phones and internet 
is opening new doors, it remains true 
that most Africans depend on paper for 
learning. Postal systems, however, are 
proving problematic. The nation of Ghana 
is providing solutions. Augustine Tawiah 
was brought to Christ as a teen through 

World Bible School. He is now a leading educationalist and member of 
parliament in Ghana. PREP (Partners in Religious Education Project) 
is his brainchild. PREP pre-positions WBS courses in-country, in this 
case at the WBS Service Center in Accra, Ghana. This allows rapid and 
reliable delivery of courses to WBS students in Ghanaian high schools. 
American Christians who contribute the lessons receive scanned 
answers from their students and trigger the next course to be delivered 
(usually by local couriers). 

    Brian Davis and Ron Pottberg recently visited with Ghanaian 

Brian Davis promotes PREP at a high school in Ghana. 
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Ghana PREP Provides Answers
R E A C H I N G  T H E  W O R L D 

For many, the 20th century’s “beloved physician” was 
Dr. Henry Farrar. If you had asked Henry about who, 

after C.A.O. Essien, personified the “face and spirit” of 
Nigerian evangelism, he might have replied, “my dear 
friend, Monday John.” In 2006, Henry wrote for Action!, 

Grace and I went to Nigeria in 1964. Monday John 
Akpakpan, age 19, came from his tiny village to help us. His family had 
accepted Christ from early missionary preaching. His smile and laugh 
were real and ever present. The fruit of the Spirit literally radiated 
from Monday. We preached together, and Monday John was greatly, 
but gently, persuasive! … To this day, Monday John travels all over 
Nigeria [and] follows up with World Bible School students. Having 
preached for 61 years and been a doctor for 51 years I have never 

leaders, including the elders of the Nsawam Road church 
of Christ, to build on the great teamwork WBS enjoys in 
Ghana and to enhance operational details. The results are 
so encouraging that PREP is expanding from Accra to other 
Ghanaian locations. The Concord Road church of Christ in 
Tennessee leads this expansion. Gratefully, we are seeing 
retention rates of students through the entire Master series 
of around 60%. In correspondence teaching, high retention 
rates lead to greater numbers requesting baptism. As we 
learn how to succeed using pre-positioned courses, new 
methods of delivery can be developed in other countries 
as well. With your prayers, we are looking forward to 
great harvests!

Monday John Akpakpan known a man of God like Monday John.  

    To this day, in his mid-seventies, Monday 
John continues his amazing pace. His 
monthly reports are packed with activities: 
WBS enrollments and follow up seminars, 
congregational lessons, Gospel meetings, 
youth rallies, leadership seminars, 
lectureships, baptisms, counseling and more. 
In a recent report, Monday John wrote, “Our 

responsibility is to preach the Word, be instant in season 
and out of season. I thank all of you who are praying for me 
and helping me not to be lazy in spreading the Word of God.” 
We are the ones who need prayers and help, having much 
to learn about the meaning of 2 Timothy 2:6, “It is the 
hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share 
of the crops.” 

Monday John and Narissa
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I N T R O D U C I N G
A  N E W  S U P P L E M E N T :
Roles in the Family of God 

World Bible School lays a foundation of faith 
through seven Master Series courses that 
focus on Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God. 

They share the Good News that Jesus has entered 
death and defeated it, giving us new and enduring life. 
The Master Series concludes by exploring the new life 
through in-depth studies of Ephesians. Having supplied 
a healthy context, WBS uses Supplements to address 
specific growth needs.  

In their daily walk, disciples 
want to learn where they fit in 
God’s plan for families and for His 
spiritual family, the church. How 
do we approach much-needed 
biblical topics—such as Roles 
in the Family of God—that 
social pressures have made 
sensitive? By letting the Bible 
have its say, then letting 
students come to their own 
conclusions. One helpful way 
to let the Bible speak is the 
survey method. This new 

Bible course, therefore, begins in 
Genesis and visits each consecutive age, 

paying attention to its specifics and its trends. Special 
attention is paid to God’s sovereign choices as compared 
with human and cultural choices.  

After a fair and engaging survey, key passages of the 
New Testament are presented with little or no leading 
commentary. Students should decide for themselves 
on the meaning and application of each passage, not 
on a preconceived or contrived basis, but based on 
the context and what they have learned about God’s 
character and choices through the Bible. After the 
course, in the endnotes, students may compare their 
own conclusions with observations related to the survey. 
For some, the topic of roles may be controversial. But 
the Bible’s tone is consistent, clear and reassuring. This 
course seeks to honor the Bible’s tone and scope, aiming 
to let the Bible interpret itself.  

Like other WBS Supplements, this timely course has 
13 lessons, suited to a quarterly class or small group 
Bible study. It can also be used for correspondence 
students. As always, an amazingly low price—80 cents 
per booklet (86 pages)—accompanies excellent content 
and an attractive look. This new course should be 
available to order after October 15. After that date, you 
can order a free sample course or free samples for your 
leadership by calling 877-393-0211. To purchase, call 

U P C O M I N G . . . 

or go to worldbibleschool.net/shop or email orders@ 
worldbibleschool.net. Also recently printed is another 
new Supplement, The Mystery of Music. The third in 
the Covenants Series, it will be described, Lord 
willing, in the November Action! and should also 
be available to order after October 15. 

25 “The Lord make 
      His face to shine 
           upon you.”
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