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HOW DOES A 
CHRISTIAN

Share Jesus

In a troubled world, people need Jesus’ 
peace, purpose and hope. Church leaders 
ask, “How can we feed the flock?”    
Members ask, “How can we share Jesus?” 

 World Bible School answers both urgent needs. 
Mathetis.org is a social network 

for spiritual growth. Worldbibleschool.net 
also offers interactive Bible courses 

and outreach resources.

WHILE SOCIAL
DISTANCING?
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Government orders not 
to assemble have raised 
questions about how to 
nurture the flock. Many 
congregations are working on 

ways to hold worship services remotely. The 
next question is how to feed the flock with 
regular online classes. 

World Bible School offers a realistic 
solution for the current circumstances. Of 
course, there was no way to anticipate the 
Covid-19 crisis. What WBS did anticipate 
was the need to use social media and 
interactive tools to reach seekers in the 
Western world. After two years of intensive 
work and $1,000,000 of investment, the 
product also happens to meet today’s urgent 
need for digital social gatherings. The high-

A Solution for the Current Crisis

T
he church historian Eusebius (A.D. 260-340) relayed a report by Dionysius (A.D. 200-
265), a bishop of Alexandria, saying in part: 

Most of our brethren showed love and loyalty in not sparing themselves while 
helping one another, tending to the sick with no thought of danger and gladly 

departing this life with them after becoming infected with their disease. Many who nursed 
others to health died themselves. The best of our own brothers lost their lives in this way—
some presbyters, deacons, and laymen—a form of death based on strong faith and piety that 
seems in every way equal to martyrdom. 

All things are filled with tears, all are mourning, and on account of the multitudes already 
dead and still dying, groans are daily heard throughout the city…. There is not a house in 
which there is not one dead… [Despite afflictions] we [Christians] rejoiced in the peace of 
Christ which He gave to us alone….  Most of our brethren by their exceeding great love 
and affection, not sparing themselves and adhering to one another, were constantly 
superintending the sick, ministering to their wants without fear and cessation, and 
healing them in Christ.  

courses together online. WBS has produced 
the “Mathetis Originals” which currently 
includes two 10-lesson video-based courses 
entitled “Wondering What To Believe” and 
“In Need of a Savior.” A third on Christian 

living is in production. There are also 
courses by Dan Winkler, Hidden Bridge 
Media and Ripple of Light.  You may view 
samples and a video explaining Mathetis at 
www.mathetis.org/preview.

Mathetis is open and free to anyone 
who wants to start a study with up to 9 
members. You can join or create a Standard 

Early Christians and the Plague

WBS has developed 13-week Bible class curriculum entitled, 
“The Reaching Series” that goes alongside the Mathetis 

Originals. Each study guide booklet—only $9.99 apiece—
presents powerful Bible studies to edify Christians and to 

encourage them to share Jesus whether they use Mathetis 
or not. Find out more at www.mathetis.org/reaching-series.

Consider Mathetis Bible Curriculum:

Group with friends and family or with any 
Mathetis member using our public invite 
features. You also have the option to start 
a personalized one-on-one study (Personal 
Group) with a Mentor if you are looking 
for assistance. If you’d like to expand your 
group size, you can create an Unlimited 
Group by way of an activation. Activations 
can be purchased at www.mathetis.org/shop.

During this pandemic crisis and 
to encourage Christians connecting 
online, WBS is giving away one lifetime 
activation for one course using the coupon 
code #SPREADTHEGOSPEL. Also, if you 
are interested in a subscription plan which 
offers flexibility with future courses, we are 
offering a 25% perpetual discount using the 
coupon code #UNLIMITEDGROUPS. 
Finally, there is FREE shipping for all 
orders over $50. 

How to feed the flock with 
regular online classes? WBS 
offers a realistic solution for 
the current circumstances.

quality presentation and 
wholesome biblical content 
are also suitable for 
personal spiritual growth 
and for outreach to seekers.

This state-of-the-art 
method is called Mathetis 
(adapting the Greek word 
for learner or disciple).  
Mathetis is a social 
network for sharing Jesus 
and His word. Mathetis.
org provides a safe 
environment for groups 
of people to study high-
impact multimedia Bible 



We always need to live in the reality of James 4:14, “You do not know 
what tomorrow will bring.”  The Covid crisis drives that lesson 

home (literally).  A short while ago, life seemed to be rolling along on a 
dependable track.  Now, we hardly know what to expect.  
In the spirit of “if the Lord wills,” we are planning two major World Bible 
School Benefit Dinners for 2020.  More were planned originally, but we too 
are adapting to an unusual year.  Anticipating some kind of normality ahead, 
appreciate every opportunity and please note these important dates:
 Austin WBS Benefit Dinner – September 17, 2020
 Nashville WBS Benefit Dinner – October 29, 2020
The planned theme for this year is “The Lord Provides!”  We look forward to 
seeing how wonderfully He provides for you, for His church and for His mission.
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Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. ______________________________________________________

Spouse ____________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________ State _____ Zip___________

Ph __________________________________________________________________

E-mail _____________________________________________________________

Church _____________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________ State _____ Zip___________

(day)                                                                (night)

I’ll give this 
Monthly:   

o  $30 / mo

o  $60 / mo

o  $100 / mo

o  $_______/ mo 

I want to make a commitment
by joining Sowing the Seed.

I want to give 

this amount now:  
$ ____________________________

o I am a WBS teacher or  o  I have been sometime in the past.

Please use this gift:

o where most needed

o for Incentive Bibles

I’ll give this 
Annually:   

o  $300 / yr

o  $600 / yr

o  $1,000 / yr

o  $__________/ yr

WBS, P.O. Box 2169, Cedar Park, TX 78630

16110 Anderson Mill Road  .  Cedar Park, Texas 78613
512.345.8190  .  800.311.2006  .  fax 512.401.8265

Lessons: 877.393.0211  .  info@worldbibleschool.net
Ministry site: www.worldbibleschool.net
Student site: www.worldbibleschool.org

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
World Bible School, P.O. Box 2169, Cedar Park, TX 78630

Periodicals Postage Paid at Cedar Park, Texas, 
and at additional mailing offices.

Editor: John Reese 
Action! (ISSN 8750-1333) USPS 004380 is published bi-
monthly by the non-profit ministry of World Bible School. 
WBS is everyday Christians sharing Jesus with printed and 
Web-based Bible lessons.

How can words truly describe 
the 2020 health crisis 

around the world? For me, 
the words “Global Pandemic” 
certainly got my undivided 
attention. I know we’ll look back 
at this time in our history and 

say, “remember when?” 

I am sure about one thing: our reaction to this 
crisis matters. Matthew 9:36 recalls how Jesus 
cared for people, “When He saw the crowds, 
He had compassion on them because they 
were harassed and helpless….” We at WBS 
want to have the “mind of Christ.” In that spirit, 
we immediately began looking for avenues 
to serve, to offer hope and resources to our 
friends, our neighbors and most importantly, 
our churches.

Support Your Local Church!
The church is the body of Christ. Your 
congregation is the local expression of that 
sacred body. To mitigate the health threat, 
authorities in many areas have closed meetings, 
including worship assemblies. That makes for 
all sorts of adjustments. One consideration is 
financial. Just the fact that a plate is not passed 
does not remove the congregation’s mission. 

Commitments and bills do not go away. Along 
with your prayers and good thoughts, our 
local churches still need your financial support. 
I heard early reports that giving at some 
churches dropped 70%. Hopefully that has 
improved as members ordered priorities and 
worked out new ways to give.  

I’m also fully aware many families have been 
greatly impacted financially at this time. The 
principle of generosity remains the same. “If the 
readiness is there, it is acceptable according to 
what a person has, not according to what he 
does not have” (2 Corinthians 8:12). 

If there is ever a time to be sacrificial for the 
cause of Christ, this is it. If there is ever a time 
when the church needs to fulfill its mission, 
this is it. Support the efforts of your local 
congregation. This is an unparalleled time in our 
world. Let’s show unparalleled love, faith and 
generosity.  May God bless us all and increase 
our faith!

Pat Brown is always available to talk to friends of 
WBS—individuals and churches. Contact him at 
pat@worldbibleschool.net.Mark Your Calendar!

o Please charge my credit card for the amount at left.

       o Visa              o Discover         o MasterCard 
  o Amex           Other ___________________________________
(You can give securely online:  worldbibleschool.net/give) 

Card No: ______________________________________________________

Expiration: __________ / __________ 

Name (as on card) ________________________________________________

Signature: ________________________________________________________

o I’m setting up Automatic Bill Pay from my bank.

o My gift is a Tribute. See the back of this form.

Tell me more about:       o will planning
          o  income-producing gift options

o I am      including WBS in my will

o I am considering     or other estate plans.} 
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o HONOR GIFT

o MEMORIAL GIFT    

Memorial Gifts 
and Honor Gifts 
are ideal ways to pay tribute to 
a loved one’s legacy or special 
occasions. At the same time, your 
gift will be used to “share Jesus” 
with WBS. 

For: 

Mr./Mrs./Ms. __________________________________________

City_____________________________________ ST________

    o Birthday             o Anniversary   

o Illness     o Friendship        o Other_______________
Please send a letter of acknowledgement to:

Mr./Mrs./Ms. _____________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

City ____________________________ ST_____ Zip________

Their Relationship to Honoree ______________________

o I have completed my personal information on the back of this form.Please make my gift a tribute.
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In Honor of…
J. B. & Wanda Berry
   Sherrill & Suzanne Bennett
Sarah Blythe
   Martha Hodges
Carl & Marilyn Brewer
   Sherry Lawrence
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Carrell
   Dean & Nelda Stewart
Brody James Channell
   Barry & Aimee Williams
Eddie & Susan Cloer
   Sherrill & Suzanne Bennett
Nick, Amy, Sarah, Jonah 
Fowler
   Sherry Lawrence
Fernando Garza
   Sherry Lawrence
Gaye Gibbs
   Lois Robinson
Bob & Betty Hale
   Charles & Margie Anderson
Henry & Ruth Hill
   Gayle Thompson
Gordon Hogan
   Sherrill & Suzanne Bennett
Alvin Jennings
   Jerry & Fern Hill
Odessa John
   Anonymous
Betty Lane
   Sherry Lawrence
Richard & Greta Leard
   Darwin & Dorothy Kolle
Miss Alice Mangrum
   Sherry Lawrence
Joe & Shirley Marable
   R. Dean & Nelda Stewart 
June Meeks
   Sherry Lawrence
Valerie Michael
   Sherry Lawrence
David & Diana Murr
   Barry & Aimee Williams
Derek & Sarah Nadeau
   Barbara Brundage
Marilyn Osborne
   Sherry Lawrence
Faye Phillips
   Sherry Lawrence
Wanda Proctor
   Sherry Lawrence
Hazel Ramsbotham
   Sherrill & Suzanne Bennett
Bill Smith
   Troy Bowman

Sarah Sparks
   Nina Gail Prater
Beverly Stakely
   Troy Bowman
Mr. & Mrs. Greg F. Sutherlin
   Joyce Sutherlin
James Taylor
   Sherry Lawrence
Ann Towe
   Sherry Lawrence
Rhonda Towne
   Sherry Lawrence
Joanne Trewhitt
   Glenda Blair
Wanita White
   Pauletta Smith
Mary Jane Williams
   Chal Burgess
Christine Wilson
   Sherry Lawrence
Adriana Yuskevitch
   Sherry Lawrence

In Memory of…
Barbara Airhart
   Lar Doyle W. T. Allison
   Shelby Allison
Wanda Anai
   Lar Doyle
Delmar Anderson
   Jimmy & Patty Moon
Kenneth Baird
   Betty Baird
Joice Ball
   Joe & Carolyn Huber
Bobby Reginald Barnes
   James & JoAnna Byars
Barry Glenn Basford
   Bobby & Ava Basford
Bobby Basford, Jr.
   Bobby & Ava Basford
Gib Blackmer
   Marjorie Hooper
Bobby Boaz
   Evlyn Daniel
Dan Boone
   Lar Doyle
Steve & Gladys Bottoms
   Bobby & Ava Basford
June Bradford
   Highland Village Church   
   of Christ
Lois Brewer
   Sherry Lawrence
Bob Burrus
   Lar Doyle
Juanita Bynum
   Mr. & Mrs. Zandy Goode
Jimmie Cantrell
   Joe & June Hill
Jack Cave
   Lar Doyle

Jerry Cave
   Lar Doyle
Christa Chiles
   Lar Doyle
Chris Chrisner
   Mr. & Mrs. David Russell
Catherine Cleary
   Dallas & Jerri Dobbs
Bootsie Conley
   Charles & Margie Anderson   
   Bucket & Sue Bailey   
   Lynn & Paula Leverett
Becky Davis
   Terrel & Charlotte Taylor
Nancy Lee Donley
   Highland Village Church          
   of Christ
Blondie Edwards
   Macel Edwards
Edward Eichelberger
   Martha Eichelberger
Carolyn Foster
   Charles & Margie Anderson
James Gann
   Mary Sue Gann
Carol Gardner
   Neill Gardner
Jerry Goolsby
   Lar Doyle
Jimmy Goolsby
   Lar Doyle
Beverly Gowan
   Van & Jean Tate
Barbara Graham
   Lar Doyle
Pat Griggs
   Jimmy & Nancy Dye
Carolyn Gunn
   Teresa Archer
Rebecca Guthrie
   Ray & Kathy Boyd 
Tommy Hafley
   Laquita Searles
Linda Hale
   Oma Richardson
Elmer Haller
   Haldon & Ruby Fry
David Hampton
   The Ronnie Fisher Family
Marita Hardcastle
   Charles & Margie Anderson
Shirley Hays
   Robert & Teresa Copeland
Ruby Heald
   Lar Doyle
Barbara Hicks
   Van & Jean Tate
Houston Hicks
   Nelta Jo Hicks
Ricky Hightower
   Lar Doyle
Delana “De” Hoerster
   Pleasant, Helen, & Megan  
   Mitchell

Alice C. Holbert
   Johnny Holbert
Jefferson Hollis
   Laura Hyatt
Elwana Hudson
   Lavone Lewis
Nell Isom
   Mary Sircloumb
Jerry Jaynes
   Greg Bullock   
   Don & Kathrine Tramel
Alice Jeschke
   Lar Doyle
Tempie Johnson
   Lar Doyle
J. R. Kell
   Neil & Carolyn Summers
Dr. Paul N. Kerr, DMD
   John & Sara Kerr
Jerry Kirk
   Lar Doyle
Mike Kirksey
   Lar Doyle
Evelyn Knight
   Joe & Jane George
Brian K. Leonard
   Robin B. Leonard
Marion D. Leonard
   Robin B. Leonard
LeAnn Lester
   Paul Lester
Jesse & Annette Lorren
   Kenneth & Charlotte Lorren
Bob Lowe
   Jayne Massey
Brett Madison
   Jimmy & Nancy Dye
Vernal Todd McCall
   Sharyn Krauch
Christy Mathis
   Randy & Judy Wood
Cora Mobley
   Ronald & Deborah Jackson
Nell Moore
   Gary Moore
Peggy Nabors
   Foy & Peggy Curry
Kelly Neuman
   Haldon & Ruby Fry
LeRoy Newkirk
   Lynda Smith
Laverne Northington
   Sharron & Chuck Davis   
   Foy & Peggy Curry   
   Gail Prater
Ruth Orr
   Mrs. Ennis Warf
Doug Pate
   Bobby & Ava Basford
Charlotte Peterson
   Lar Doyle
Lucille Pewett
   Lynn & Paula Leverett

Carson L. Pitman Sr.
   Carson Pitman III
Maudie Jane Pitman
   Carson Pitman III
Larry Raburn
    Shirley Raburn
Hazel Rinewalt
   Lar Doyle
Robert L. Risinger
   Madeline Risinger
Rusty Russwurm
   Sue Russwurm
Jerome Savage
   Daisy Hipp & Merrie Savage
Jim & Brenda Schaffer
   Dakins & Cheryl Goff
Jean Schuyler
   Norman & Sheila Murphy
Tom See
   Faye Bach
Doris Shields
   Laura Hyatt
Mack & Sible Short
   Bobby & Ava Basford
Mary Simmons
   Robert & Teresa Copeland
David Sitton
   Wayne & Rhonda Henry
Barbara Smith
   Ruth Burris
David Smith
   Lar Doyle
Martin Stone
   Roger & Lisa Pinkerton
Tim Tittle
   Oma Richardson
Doug Trowbridge
   Howard Brizendine & Sherry  
   Price
Jim Upton
   Peggy Sullivan
Gaylon Vail
   Ronnie & Mary Poe
Dr. James Arthur VanZant
   Glenn & Evelyn Hunter
Annelle Virdell
   Pleasant, Helen, & Megan  
   Mitchell
Pat Ward
   Bill & Karen Quigley
Terry Ward
   Francille Buchanan
Gary Warf
   Joe & Jane George
Laura Watts
   Lar Doyle
Don Weaver
   Ruth Hale
Clarence Welborn
   Lar Doyle
LaVerne Westmoreland
   Van & Jean Tate

Tex Williams
   Truitt & Kay Adair   
   Charles & Joyce Allison
   Thelma Anderson
   Betty Baird 
   Cindy Barry
   Tim & Melanie Brock
   Charles Butler
   George & Hilda Carmen   
   Kelly & Sara Davidson   
   Vince & Nedra Doan  
   Eva W. Doyle   
   Lloyd & Roberta Gober  
   Blythe Graham
   Howard & Judy Hagner
   Bob & Faye Hawkins
   Betty F. Harris
   Larry & Pam Henderson
   John & Kay Herington
   Priscilla Hobby   
   Martha Hodges   
   Reid & Tot Holmsley   
   Charles & Gean Horn   
   Janis Howell   
   Charles Hudson  
   Jerry & Pat Jarrard   
   Darwin & Dorothy Kolle
   Patsy Loden   
   David & Kathy Lusk
   Ray McGlothlin, Jr.  
   Butch & Linda Merriman   
   Norman & Sheila Murphy
   Dennis & Toni Raesener   
   Oma Richardson   
   Bobby & Betty Roach   
   Richard & Betty Runyan
   Sue Russwurm
   Peggy Schnelle
   Velma Scott
   Doug & Maxine Shepherd
   Maxie Sickles
   Geoffrey & Joanna Sikes
   Marian Starks
   Ramona Tanner
   Gary & Ann Thompson
   Henry & Sue Thompson
   Enoch & Jeannine Thweatt
   Larry & Ruth Walker
   Don Ward 
   Dr. Elizabeth Wilson  
   Van & P. J. Webb
   Donella Wood
Chris Woods
   Lar Doyle
Ocy and Laura Woolard
   Nancy Medlock
Lena Woolverton
   Oma Richardson
Harold Wynne
   Lar Doyle
Linda Young
   Lar Doyle
Suzanne Young
   Anonymous
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Matching
Gifts
Make 
Yours 
Double

$  =  $
=
=

Nothing, literally nothing, is 
more important than 

knowing the Creator of life. 

WBS HEROES

Jimmie 
Lovell

Reuel 
Lemmons

Tex 
Williams
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Amazing Match Offers
If anything, the imperative to share the Good News intensifies in times of calamity. Life 
is always uncertain. It is just that good times lull us into complacency. We forget the 
reality of this fleeting moment. We live on the edge, just one heartbeat, one breath, one 
collision away from eternity. Sooner or later, every worldly matter—even if basic for 
heartbeats and breathing—will evaporate into oblivion. That is why John emphasizes,

“The world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides 
forever” (1 John 2:17). 

Much of society, seeing nothing better, 
treats physical health as all-important, their 
absolute priority. Faith sees the Source, the 
Creator of both physical life and spiritual life. 
Nothing, literally nothing, is more important 
than knowing Him and sharing His life which 
is eternal (John 5:26; 11:26; 17:1-3). That is 
why believers make Jesus their top priority 
even in—especially in—difficult times. Some 
sufferers become seekers. They want to learn 
the Good News, the assurance of life that 

never dies. To help “You Sharing Jesus,” a 
number of donors are currently calling for 
you, as fellow-believers, to step forward 
sacrificially for the highest of all priorities.

THE ZIMBABWE BIBLE MATCH 

1This donor’s message to WBS is, 
“Reach out to your partners to 
donate to purchase 10,000 Bibles, 
and I’ll supply another 10,000 

Bibles for Zimbabwe students.” This was 
featured in Pat’s column in the March Action! 
(Download it at worldbibleschool.net/action 
and see his current article on page three.) 
Contact Pat at pat@world bibleschool.net. 

THE HEROES OF FAITH MATCH
A donor family in Alabama is 
honoring heroes who set the 
pace of loving sacrifice to share 
Jesus with as many as possible 

as rapidly as possible. Imitate their 
positive spirit. Follow their dedicated 
example to complete the mission locally 
and internationally. 

Remember your leaders, those who spoke 
to you the word of God. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life, and imitate 
their faith (Hebrews 13:7). 

The Alabama family initiated the match 
with a gift of $100,000. Through us at 
WBS, they asked other major donors to 
join them to build up the match. The 
first two families who heard responded 
immediately, bringing the pledged 
amount to $300,000.  With that kind of 
impetus, it was decided to appeal to more 
major donors to build the original match 
itself up to at least $500,000. 

This match sets an example of 
sacrificial giving for these difficult 
times. It sets a goal worthy of the 
Great Commission. Encouraged and 
incentivized by the doubling of every 
dollar given, participating brothers 

and sisters will 
donate $500,000 
cumulatively, 
bringing the total to 
at least $1,000,000 
in 2020. These funds 
will further develop 
methods like Mathetis 
(U.S. emphasis) and 
WhatsApp (world 
emphasis). They will 
boost advertising to 
connect millions of 
seekers with many 
more Christians who 
love to “share Jesus.”

If, after you meet 
local needs (see page 
3), you are able to 
give toward meeting 
the WBS match, you 
may use larger gifts 
to honor your heroes 
of faith, whether past 
or present, nationally 
known or locally 
known, whether 
related to WBS or other 
means of outreach. 
We want to fill the 
Walls of Honor at the WBS offices and 
to send plaques for local presentations. 
Let the life of your hero speak to this 
age! Honor those to whom honor is 
due! Carry their blazing torch forward! 
Fulfill their inspired vision for the Great 
Commission! 

Editor’s Note: Other aspects of the 
Heroes of Faith match are planned. This 
article focuses on the Walls of Honor. 
Learn more details at worldbibleschool.
net/wallofhonor. You may also email to 
honor@worldbibleschool.net or write to 
“WBS Wall of Honor” P.O. Box 2169, Cedar 
Park, TX 78630. Gifts can be mailed or 
given securely online at worldbibleschool.
net/give. Thank you for inspiring 
this and future generations with your 
top priority!



Seekers and World Bible School 
students from many backgrounds 

struggle with understanding the 
Bible. They mix laws of Moses with 
their favorite beliefs and call the 
combination Christianity. Religions 
with such combinations vary greatly, 
ranging from animism and spiritism to 
main-line denominations and emerging 
movements. One common denominator 

is the idea that the covenant with 
Israel (or their preferred part of it) 
is God’s covenant with them today. 
While claiming Christ, they fall into the 
same trap as Galatians beguiled by the 

Permanent? – man 
cannot change it, but 
God can
Lesson 4 The New 
that Replaces the 
Old – Hebrews proves 
Jeremiah’s promise 
fulfilled

Lesson 5 Released from the Old – the 
context and message of Romans 7:4-6
Lesson 6 From Which Law Were We 
Released? – a closer look at Romans 7:7-10
Lesson 7 A Message from the Face of 
Moses – the context and message of 2 
Corinthians 3
Lesson 8 Law and Faith in Galatians – the 
context and message of Galatians 3:23-25
Lesson 9 What About Our Favorite 
Commands? – the law is to be treated as 
a whole
Lesson 10 When Did the New Covenant 
Come into Effect? – at the death of the 
Testator
Lesson 11 What Could Be Better than 
the Law? – Jesus! Grace-filled, Spirit-
empowered life!
Lesson 12 A Grace System, Not a Legal 
System – freedom for real relationships 
and service
Lesson 13 The Fulfillment of the Law – 
Jesus fulfilled all the law and fulfills its 

good in us
As always, Supplemental 

Courses are designed for 
church classes and for small 
groups (13 lessons suitable 
for quarterly study). 
Individual WBS students 
certainly benefit and they 
too are encouraged to 

teach others. The price is 
exceptionally reasonable at 
60 cents per book (76 pages). 

To order, email orders@
worldbibleschool.net 

or call toll-free 
877-393-0211.

New WBS Supplement:

 Editor’s Note: The March 2020 issue of Action! reported the passing 
of Douglas Trowbridge. Doug brought an attorney’s perspective to the 
WBS Board, of which he was a charter member. As you can see in his 
poem, sent to us by his wife Patsie, daughter of Jimmie Lovell, he also 
brought Christian perspective to his legal career.

Our Father, our God and our Judge,

We come now before the throne of Thy justice, appearing as third-
party intended beneficiaries of that contract, covenant and testament 
negotiated on our behalf by our Advocate and Mediator, Jesus Christ.

We come not seeking justice, for we know that if we 
received justice we will be sentenced to everlasting darkness.

Rather we pray that on the last fateful day when we appear 
before You for judgment, probation and sentence that we shall 

have fulfilled the terms of the new covenant, to wit: that we shall 
have loved You with all our hearts and minds and souls and 
our neighbor as ourselves—that we may be forgiven of our 
trespasses and spend eternity with You in Paradise.  Amen.

Attorney’s Prayer

Circumcision Party, with 
deadly results (Galatians 
5:3-4). Your WBS 
students and your local 
flock need biblical clarity 
on this vital subject. They 
also need to share the 
Bible’s teachings with 
others who struggle.   

Closer to home, there is much talk 
about hermeneutics—how to interpret 
the Bible. Often overlooked is the 
simple principle that the Bible is its own 
best interpreter. Covenant Promises 
and its sequel Covenant Considerations 
(to be described in July’s Action!) 
remind us of basics that are relevant in 
answering current questions. 

Here are lesson titles, with a brief 
explanation of the content of each.

Lesson 1 A Key for Understanding the 
Bible – letting the Bible interpret itself
Lesson 2 Defining the Covenant – 
identifying God’s covenant with Moses 
and Israel 
Lesson 3 Was Moses’ Covenant 
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Covenant Promises
To What Covenant Do We Belong?



At the time of this writing, the Coronavirus 
pandemic is wreaking havoc. Official 
projections and rules for controlling 
Covid-19 change daily. From hour to 

hour, nothing seems predicable. Markets are 
collapsing. National borders are closing, as are 
schools and businesses. Gatherings are severely 
restricted. Despite reasonable supply lines, panic 
buying is emptying shelves of basics. News media 
keep trumpeting more infections and deaths (with 
little mention of recoveries), further stoking fear 
and panic. As bad news floods over us, what is the 
Christian perspective?  

The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD 
sits enthroned as king forever (Psalm 29:10).

The Creator is still in charge, even over a fallen 
world of woes. Times like this reinforce realities 
that were true all along: Human life is fragile and 
unpredictable. “You do not know what tomorrow 
will bring.” How true! “You are a mist.” How true! 
“You ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we will live 

and do this or that’” 
(James 4:13-15). How 
true! Here is the true 
perspective: God is God, 
and mortals are not.

Two of the Bible’s most frequent commands 
are “Fear God!” and “Do not fear!” The one leads 
to the other. The fear of the Lord leads to wisdom 
(Proverbs 1:7; 9:10), and those who gain wisdom 
“will dwell secure and will be at ease, without 
dread of disaster” (Proverbs 1:33). When we place 
our lives into the Creator’s caring hands, we say 
with David, “Even though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You 
are with me” (Psalm 23:4). 

You will not fear the terror of the night… nor 
the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the 
destruction that wastes at noonday…. Because 
you have made the LORD your dwelling place—
the Most High, who is my refuge—no evil shall be 
allowed to befall you, no plague come near (Psalm 
91:5-10).

7

Pandemic Panic
and Christian Perspectives

What if God does allow us to suffer? With Job 
we say, “Though He slay me, I will hope in Him” 
(Job 13:15). More than Job or David, Christians 
rejoice in the Good News that God’s Son has 
defeated sin and death for us. 

[Jesus said,] I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall 
he live, and everyone who lives and believes in 
Me shall never die (John 11:25-26).

This faith frees 
us to love and serve 
fully, without fear 
of foes or death 
(Philippians 1:23, 28; Hebrews 2:14-15). That 
is why Christians behaved so differently during 
Roman era plagues. At the first sign of infection, 
pagans pushed their family members into the 
streets to die. Needing a scapegoat, they blamed 
Christians. Yet Christ’s followers took care of 
victims at great risk, often paying the ultimate 
price even for critics and enemies. 

Today, taking the same risk is not necessary 
because hospitals exist (an early Christian 
innovation). But we can and should be serving 
with self-sacrificial love.

By this we know love, that He laid down His life 
for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brothers (1 John 3:16).

By this all people will 
know that you are My 
disciples, if you have 
love for one another 
(John 13:35).

Crisis naturally focuses on self—my health, 
my needs, my safety. But we look to 
Jesus who motivates 
caring and sharing. Along 
with material things, we 
share Jesus Himself, the 
ultimate solution to all 
human needs.

Special Words of 
Encouragement from 

John Reese, WBS President

The Creator is still in 
charge, even over a 
fallen world of woes.

We share Jesus 
Himself, the 

ultimate solution to 
all human needs.

This faith frees us to love 
and serve fully, without 

fear of foes or death.



You. Sharing Jesus.

POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to

Action! World Bible School 
P.O. Box 2169 

Cedar Park, Texas 78630

The editor, 
John Reese, 
“sheltered 
in place” 
and preparing 
this issue 
of  Action!

A Cure for 
Every Creature

The current crisis illustrates the challenge. 
But billions, not millions, suffer the far deadlier 

effects of sin. The consequences are eternal 
and the time to respond is short. 

J ohn McCaleb (1861-1953) was a pioneer missionary for 
churches of Christ. He wrote the beloved song, The Gospel 
is for All.

Of one the Lord has made the race,
   Thro’ one has come the fall;
      Where sin has gone must go His grace;
          The Gospel is for all.
    McCaleb, a Tennessean, worked 
tirelessly for Japan and world missions. 
He took seriously the Lord’s directive, 
“Go into all the world....” That very 
large target has a bull’s eye: preach 
the Gospel to “the whole creation” 
meaning “everyone” or “every creature” 
(Mark 16:15). The individual is at the 
center of the target.  No person should 
be left out. God does not want any to 
perish, but that all—every individual—
should reach repentance (2 Peter 3:9).
    The Great Commission does not 
limit us to our own folks or to those we like. It is not about 
convenience or “cost-effective” missions (within easy reach or 
just to the receptive). Certainly, start with your Jerusalem (Acts 
1:8; Mark 5:19). By all means, take advantage of ripe fields 
(John 4:35). Simultaneously, reach out to individuals in difficult 
regions. World Bible School addresses local and foreign, prepared 
fields and fallow fields. In 2019, over 1,259,000 worldwide 
enrolled for postal and web studies, not counting through 
referrals and other enrollment sources. Millions more individuals 
need similar Gospel opportunities.
    The current crisis illustrates the challenge. The current 
medical mission is to find a cure for the coronavirus, then to 
get that cure to affected individuals worldwide. But billions, 
not millions, suffer the far deadlier effects of sin. The 
consequences are eternal and the time to respond is short. 
    There is a profound difference: Sin’s cure has been found 
already. That cure is Christ! We must share Him as rapidly 
as possible with as many as possible. Like health workers 
caring for virus victims, we must serve selflessly and 
sacrificially. Are you devoted to fulfilling your role in 
both the physical crisis and the spiritual crisis? 

upcoming...

All Nations


