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Jesus’ teachings, beginning with His Galilean tour 
and the Sermon on the Mount, are “the rock.” All 
else is sand and disaster.  

    Action! concludes 2019 with “the rock” as a 
picture of the Word. Each issue has explored similar 
metaphors: the Word as rain and water, as seed, as 
light, as sword, and as fire and hammer. Each informs 
and motivates effective outreach. Together, they 
stress sharing the Bible itself—leading, in World Bible 
School’s case, to Bibles for Millions.
    What is the point of “the rock”? What Jesus teaches 
matters! Practicing it, we build on the one foundation 
that is sure, solid and enduring. Practicing it truly 
confesses that Jesus is Lord. To call “Lord, Lord,” while 
ignoring His will is to deny the reality of His reign and 
to render our efforts futile.

    That is why WBS stands firmly with the concept 
of biblical restoration. If in any respect we find sand 
underfoot, we must return to “the rock” of Jesus and 
His teachings. If our students have built on sand, we 
point them back to “the rock.” The Scriptures call 
that repentance and restoration (2 Corinthians 7:10; 
13:9, 11; Galatians 6:1; Hebrews 6:6; Revelation 2:5). 
Anything else—including reinstating human norms 
that lack a solid basis in Scripture—is merely another 
form of sand. Is WBS true to “the rock”? If you find it 
so, honor Jesus as Lord with us. Share His life-saving 
Word with proven Bible courses and 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus lays 
foundational concepts for His Kingdom. 
His conclusion sums up that foundation: 

“Everyone then who hears these words of Mine 
and does them will be like a wise man who built 

his house on the rock” (Matthew 7:24).

THE ROCK.



doing. What is happening in the kingdom 
is truly incredible. I want to thank you for 
the kind of intergenerational event this is. 
These [veteran missionaries] are my heroes. 
They give such strength to my soul and I’m 
so thankful for them. The other half is the 
young people who received the torches. I 
don’t know where you would go to find a 
healthier, intergenerational event. You have 
seasoned veteran missionaries gathered 
with young folks with wide eyes and great 
idealism and big hearts and who are going 
to make a difference in the world.
    Dr. McLarty was a “responder” in the 
GMC program’s “Tensions Talks” that 
tackled today’s difficult questions. He 
was one of three university presidents 
and a chancellor, Truitt Adair, who 
were keynote speakers. The theme was 

John Reese — ROUND ROCK, Texas

The fifth Global Missions Conference 
was held recently in Austin, October 
10-12. Previous GMCs took place in 
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GMC — “One of the Best!”
2005, 2008, 2011 and 2014. World Bible 
School organized the 2019 GMC, held 
at the facilities of the Brentwood Oaks 
church of Christ and Brentwood Christian 
School. GMCs fit into a sequence of 
university events, especially Harding’s 
Global Missions Experience. To the 
college-age mix, GMC adds a wide range 
of experienced missionaries, missions 
leaders and international participants. 
    One keynote speaker, Dr. Bruce 
McLarty, president of Harding University, 
summarized the impact he felt:  You have 
refreshed my spirit. There is something 
incredible about this gathering. I’m here 
among people who have a bigger vision, who 
are telling us about the great things God is 

Mathetis Launch!

Among the many highlights at GMC 
2019, perhaps the brightest was 
the exclusive “Reveal” of Mathetis. 

The term Mathetis is adapted from the 
Greek, meaning learner or disciple. The 
GMC event showcased Mathetis as the 
result of intensive construction over the 
last two years, including an investment of 
$1,000,000.  The launch of Mathetis at the 
GMC was limited in the sense that it was 
offered exclusively 
to event participants 
and required an 
access code to 
register. Seventy-five, 
mainly university 
students, registered 
at an earlier “sneak 
peek” at the Harding 
University Lectureship (October 1) and 
245 registered at the GMC (October 11) for 
an initial total of 320. 

After the public launch, Mathetis will be 
available worldwide, most often found 
through relevant “search words” about 
God, Jesus, the meaning of life, the new 
birth and many more. Seekers using online 
searches will find high-quality, engaging 
videos with questions and exercises that 
guide users through thoughtful discussion 
and spiritual truths. In order to learn 
how to use Mathetis, Christians can use 
The Reaching Series—three quarters of 

printed Bible curriculum for classes or 
small groups. These attractive studies 
search the Scriptures and train in the 
effective use of Mathetis. 

The high-tech Reveal was impressive 
to say the least.  This was a missions 
gathering that immediately grasped 
Mathetis’ game-changing relevance for 
world evangelism—especially for the 

Western world. 
Indeed, from the 
time WBS began 
the worldwide 
advertising of Bible 
courses online, 
the receptivity of 
North Americans 
has stood out 
as exceptional. 

That led to intensive research and 
development for the way younger 
Americans learn best. Now what is 
needed are “mentors” who learn and 
participate in this exciting, new way to 
help seekers discover the Good News of 
Jesus. Register today to get a sneak peek 
of Mathetis and to complete our courses. 
Then apply to become a “mentor” 
and get ready to begin teaching those 
seeking the truth of God on Mathetis 
in January.

    View the Mathetis Reveal at 
Facebook/globalmissionsconference.

Action! readers: 
Get exclusive access into the build 
of Mathetis before its public launch 

in January. Go to Mathetis.org 
or download the Mathetis app from 
the App Store or Google Play. Then 
use the access code: #ACTION2019. 

Tim Yaeger, WBS Vice President 
of Technology, revealed Mathetis 

to an enthusiatic GMC crowd.

WBS’ marketing is expanding to be more 
effective in involving many more across 

multiple generations, including young people. 

Produced by WBS and based on Mathetis, 
The Reaching Series is three quarter’s 

worth of printed Bible curriculum 
for classes or small groups. 

The Flag of the Nations ceremony inspired 
those called to “go”, and senders alike. Continued on page 7

Introducing a new social media network—a platform to foster spiritual 
growth and share the Good News of Jesus with younger generations.
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Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. ______________________________________________________

Spouse ____________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________ State _____ Zip___________

Ph __________________________________________________________________

E-mail _____________________________________________________________

Church _____________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________ State _____ Zip___________

(day)                                                                (night)

I’ll give this 
Monthly:   

o  $30 / mo

o  $60 / mo

o  $100 / mo

o  $_______/ mo 

I want to make a commitment

by joining Sowing the Seed.

I want to give 

this amount now:  
$ ____________________________

o Please charge my credit card for the amount at left.

       o Visa              o Discover         o MasterCard 
  o Amex           Other ___________________________________
(You can give securely online:  worldbibleschool.net/give) 

Card No: ______________________________________________________

Expiration: __________ / __________ 

Name (as on card) ________________________________________________

Signature: ________________________________________________________

o I’m setting up Automatic Bill Pay from my bank.

o My gift is a Tribute. See the back of this form.

Tell me more about:       o will planning
          o  income-producing gift options

o I am      including WBS in my will

o I am considering     or other estate plans.} 
o I am a WBS teacher or  o  I have been sometime in the past.

Please use this gift:

o where most needed

o for Incentive Bibles

I’ll give this 
Annually:   

o  $300 / yr

o  $600 / yr

o  $1,000 / yr

o  $__________/ yr
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“God’s word will not return 
void!” As I child, I heard this 

phrase many times. Determined 
to understand what this odd 
statement meant, I listened 
attentively to the passage. 
At some point, I realized the 

simplicity of these words from Isaiah 55:11: 

So shall My word be that goes out from 
My mouth; it shall not return to Me empty, but 
it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and 
shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it 
(Isaiah 55:11).

In that context, what is “the thing” for which 
God sent His word? To know Him, to be blessed 
by His amazing grace and compassion, to enjoy a 
saving relationship with Him!

A few years ago, a godly husband and wife 
were blessed with a financial windfall and found 
themselves with questions: “What is the best 

use of these funds? Where will the return be the 
greatest?” After prayer and careful research, 
they narrowed down to three outreach methods. 
One had great coverage but lacked reportable 
results. Another had great messaging but 
delivered mainly to existing members. The couple 
determined that World Bible School had great 
coverage and great messaging to millions of lost 
souls. They knew from experience because they 
had been WBS Study Helpers. 

So, did their gift accomplish and succeed and 
not return void? Their gift engaged approximately 
50,000 souls to begin studying the Bible! I would 
say unequivocally, yes, it prospered in God’s hope 
for what we’ll do with His blessings: share His 
word to accomplish His purposes.

As disciples dedicated to Christ, we have 
received a mission (Matthew 28:19-20). His 
priority has become our priority. We invest our 
lives and resources to share Jesus with a world 
in desperate need.  Action! carries story after 
story proving the power of God’s word at work in 
seeking hearts. These stories also show what to 
expect when you partner financially with WBS. 
Your gift connects seekers with Study Helpers for 
Gospel studies and soul-saving relationships. 

Bring 2019 to a successful conclusion by 
prioritizing Christ’s cause. Invest in the best way 
possible—with eternal impact. Send forth God’s 
Word with us, assured of His promise that it will 
prosper and not return void.  

Pat Brown is always available to talk to friends of 
WBS—individuals and churches. Contact him at 
pat@worldbibleschool.net.

Every 20 seconds, 1 soul enrolls 
to study the Bible with WBS. 
That adds 162 every hour, and 
4,000 every day—all Gospel 
seed-sowing opportunities. That’s 
just the known number signing 
up through WBS’ home office in 
Cedar Park and online (2018 rate). 
You likely know of many more 
who enroll with congregations and 
individuals, beyond our ability to 
count. The Lord alone knows and 
He alone counts! 

As disciples dedicated to Christ, 
we have received a mission. His 

priority has become our priority. 
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o HONOR GIFT

o MEMORIAL GIFT    

Memorial Gifts 
and Honor Gifts 
are ideal ways to pay tribute to 
a loved one’s legacy or special 
occasions. At the same time, your 
gift will be used to “share Jesus” 
with WBS. 

For: 

Mr./Mrs./Ms. __________________________________________

City_____________________________________ ST________

    o Birthday             o Anniversary   

o Illness     o Friendship        o Other_______________
Please send a letter of acknowledgement to:

Mr./Mrs./Ms. _____________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

City ____________________________ ST_____ Zip________

Their Relationship to Honoree ______________________

o I have completed my personal information on the back of this form.Please make my gift a tribute.
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In Honor of…
Travis Adams
   Billie Jean Adams
Gail Allen
   Martha Corbin
Mary Bruce
   Stella Kreh
Al Campbell
   Fred Heath
Edie Connel
   Carolyn Window
Wilma Coppinger
   Ruth Ingram
Mr. & Mrs. Reggie 
Crawford
   Bonnie F. Strickland
George & Quinton Funk
   Lois Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Joe George
   Jeanette Sharp
Stan & Ginger Hammonds
   Ronald Johnson
Hugo & Lenora Hemme
   Royce & Rudine Vickery
Kincaid grandchildren
   Eddie & Mary Sue
  Kincaid
Doelas & Rebecca Landes
   Roger & Katharine 
  Dennington
Robert M. Lowe
   Bill & Myra Gordon
Jena Madeley
   Nancy Roach
Ken Mills
   David Cole
Jaunell Moses
   Ruth Hale
Ingrid Moyal
   Rod & Laura Hyatt
   Ray & Amanda Saint
Helen Nave
   Troy Bowman
Randy Noblitt
   Tom Trimble
Melba Poteet
   Marla Capps Roberts
John Reese & the WBS
   Danny Williams
Kevin Rhodes
   Fred Heath
Beverly Stakely
   Troy E. Bowman

Patsie Trowbridge
   Karen Luethke
Glenn & Morene Tuttle
   Charles & Margie 
  Anderson
All WBS Teachers
   Tony Isbell

In Memory of…
Evelyn Marie Adler
   Wanda Ryals
Jack Aduddel
   Betty Colburn
J. Benton Allen, Sr.
   Paul Allen
   Bob & Wand Belonie
William Truett Allison
   Shelby Allison
John Andrasko
   Russell Andrasko
Bob Andrews
   Kevin & Brenda Chilcoat   
   Jim & Karen Crain   
   Debra Daw   
   Lar Doyle
   Paul & Nancy Nall   
   Farrell & Charlotte Nalls   
   Steve & Cecelia Pryce
   Scott & Denola Prestien   
   Will & Maurine Reese
   Sam & Jo Renner   
   Robert & Mary White
   Mark & Liz Wilhelm
Carl Avis
   Marla Capps Roberts
JoeDee Bailey
   Neil & Carolyn Summers
Dewitt Baker
   Billie Jean Adams 
Jim Berry
   Bob & Wanda Belonie
Pearl Bizzell
   Mrs. Travis Kennedy
Bobby Boaz
   Sherrill & Suzanne 
  Bennett
Betty Boyd
   Beth Boyd-Kolb
Toler Brannon
   Charles & Margie 
  Anderson
Lyndon Brazeal
   John & Kathy Herington
Margery Brinkley
   Bobby Ponder   
   Larry & Barbara Royal   
   Linda Wood   
   Jimmy & Marilyn Woolley
Robert Browning
   Dorothy Newell

Elizabeth Rice Bryant
   J. H. & Maron Rice Meade
Jack Bumpus
   Chris & Paula Macon
Belinda Burns
   Lar Doyle
Jerry Calvert
   Lar Doyle
Leroy Cassidy
   Faye Bach
Audrey Chastain
   Lar Doyle
Jayme Church
   Alice Hernandez
Joe Cooley
   Lar Doyle
Becky Cretsinger
   Don & Lynn England
Dorothy Currin
   Lar Doyle
Chuck Dauphin
   Glenn & Connie 
  Buffington
Victoria Davison
    Christina Herrington
Bettye Doris Jackson Day
   Everett Day, Jr.
Theda Dennington
   Roger & Katharine 
  Dennington
Helen Dial
   Imogene Dial
Gerald Dunlap
   Sue Tindol
Charles Dyer
   Marlene Dyer
Edward Eichelberger
   Martha Eichelberger
Charles Embry
   Edna Beatty
Jim & Coleen Fibiger
   Albert & Vicki
   Dennington
Jerry Foster
   Lar Doyle
James Gann
   Mary Sue Gann
Dr. Clifton Ganus, Jr.
   William H. & Ava Conley   
   Fred & Brenda Heath
Carol Gardner
   Neill Gardner
Carolyn Gunn
   Teresa Archer
Lewis Hale
   Jimmie Hale
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Harris
   Bonnie Maultsby
Billie Jean Hickman
   Etta Smith

Houston M. Hicks
   Nelta Jo Hicks
L. E. Hicks, Jr.
   Mark & Lauren Burman
Brenda Hix
   Beth Boyd-Kolb
Marvel Holley
   Bob & Wanda Belonie
A.G. Holloway
   Maxine Morton
Philip Houston
   Glenn & Evelyn Hunter
Pauline Howard
   Rex Howard
Sandra Hunt
   Randy & Judy Wood
Elizabeth Guyton
   Martha Jo Brewer
Georgia Johnson
   Bob & Carolyn White
Lou Eve Jenkins
   Matt & Dana Rickard
Dorothy Keblaitis
   Uthell & Alice Bankston
Walter Kreidel
   Harold & Carol Bigham
Jessie Landin
   Lar Doyle
Sanford & Dennah Lee
   Sandra Lee
Vivian Leith
   Thomas & Patsy 
  Rutledge
Brian K. Leonard
   Robin B. Leonard
LeAnn Lester
   Paul Lester
Ruby Lindley
   Joyce Hudson
Jimmie Lovell
   Lois Robinson
Fonda Mayo
   Barry & Aimee Williams
Christian McNabb
   Bob & Frances Bayham
Leo Meeker
   John & Joan Sikes
Tracy Mentzer
   Lar Doyle
Ruby Miller
   Lar Doyle
Stan Mitchell
   Charles & Margie 
  Anderson
Bob Mobley
   Martha Jo Brewer   
   Sharron & Chuck Davis  
   Gail Prater
Jim Moore
   Tim & Faith Miller

Nell Moore
   Gary Moore
Rudy Moore
   Martha Jo Brewer
Jack Moran
   Lynn & Paula Leverett
Juanita Morris
   Troy Bowman
Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Mulligan
   Wanda M. Purdue
J. E. Nance, Jr.
   Lar Doyle
Patsy Newton
   Lar Doyle
Trudy Noble
   Tim & Leah Browner
Ted Norton
   Lar Doyle
Sarah Owens
   Glenn & Connie 
  Buffington
Miles H. Peeples
   Mark & Diane Wilson
Don Perry
   Wendell Bolin
Allen Eugene Pitman
   Carson Pitman III
Carson L. Pitman Sr.
   Carson Pitman III
Jasper Proffitt
   Arlene Fisher
   Robert & Emily Harris
Larry Raburn
   Shirley Raburn
Rachel Elizabeth Rawlings
   Lar Doyle
Jack B. Richardson
   Oma E. Richardson
Gerald Richey
   James & Kathy Segrest
Susie T. Robbins
   Douglas Robbins
Rusty Russwurm
   Sue Russwurm
June Sampson
   Pat Bolin
Andrea Santos’ 
grandmother
   Lar Doyle
Mike Schweikhard
   Kale & Janet Martin
Dwayne Simon
   Ken & Shirley Newton
Frank Smith
   Katherine Brewer
Louise Smith
   Linda Watson
Marie Smith
   Church of Christ of 
  Auglaize County

Martha W. Smith
   T. G. & Margaret Smith
Mike Smith
   Lar Doyle
Marcella Spence
   Joe & Jane George
Pat Stanley
   Darwin & Dorothy Kolle
   Janet Helgesen
Bill Stocklin
   Bill & Karen Quigley
Marianna Stubblefield
   Laura Birdwell
Timothy Swindle
   Paul & Sarah Swindle
Kay Thompson
   Jim & Karen Crain
   Justin Lions Club   
   Mr. & Mrs. Leon Fuqua
   N Texas church of  Christ   
   David & Malissa Rivoire   
   Carlene Rigsby
Betty Tracy
   Melvin & Sarah Monk
Dot Trousdale
   Jerry Trousdale
Zula Turney
   Mike & Elaine Wade
Opal Underwood
   Lar Doyle
Emmett E. Wade
   Mike & Elaine Wade 
Skipper Whaley
   Bobby Ponder
Barbara Weatherford
   James & Mickie French
   Connie Jones
Velma Webster
   Douglas Webster
Mary Wheeler
   Jesse & Rosalie 
  Buffington
Opal Nell Williams
   Glinda Emery
Inez Willis
   Lar Doyle
Betty Wilson
   Dennis Brown
Ed Wimberley
   John & Kay Herington
Timothy Winegard
   Janet Coffman
Mr. & Mrs. O. V. Woolard
   Nancy Medlock
Whistle Worley
   Lar Doyle
Clay Wristen
   Lar Doyle
Flavil Yeakley
   Sherrill & Suzanne
  Bennett



Ingrid Moyal—PRETORIA, South Africa

You may remember Ingrid’s story which appeared in 
the first Action! of 2019. Like many others, her busy 

life had left little time for spiritual thoughts, much less 
proper Bible study. Then ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease) 
struck, gradually paralyzing her and robbing voluntary 
control of her body from the neck down. She uses eye 
movements to read her computer and to type. Her search 
for answers led her to study the Bible with World Bible 
School. In time, and with great care, she was baptized 
into Christ. Even as Ingrid’s disease grows worse, her 
faith grows stronger. Inspired by one of her advanced 
WBS Bible courses, she recently posted this update that 
she entitled “Faith Endures” on Facebook:   

It’s been a challenging year for me in every way. I never 
imagined that an illness could have such a shattering effect 
on one’s body. ALS has drained all the life-giving energy 
out of me, with my mind completely aware of this fact. I am 
thankful that I still have my sanity, intact. I need focus as I 
navigate this journey…. 

I’ve wondered 
whether this ALS 
diagnosis was God’s 
plan for me. I think we 
all question God when 
tragedy strikes. In the 
isolation that comes 
with a terminal illness, I 
have been able to reflect 
back on my life. A spine-
chilling accident in 
November 2001 wasn’t 
enough to constrain me 
to experience God’s plan 
for my life. He continued 

to bless me in the years following this horrific event. I feel 
that I took so much for granted. God sometimes allows 
circumstances to mold and shape us into achieving His 
divine purpose for our lives. It’s during these trials that we 
gain a new perspective. I can hear the gentle voice of God, in 
the back of my mind, telling me not to give up. Only He can 
turn the devastation of my diagnosis into a message, a test 
into a testimony, a trial into a triumph and a victim into a 
victory. I can honestly say that ALS has saved my life. Had I 
not been afflicted by this disease, I would have never been in 
a position to learn the truth. God, being rich in His love and 
mercy, chose a way for us, through His Son, who died once 
for us all. His blood can cleanse and bring hope to even the 
most hopeless of situations…. 

My faith is the assurance that He is with me, holding 
me by my right hand. I can do all things through Him who 
gives me strength. My faith has become bigger than my 
fears….  This is my testimony, and it will be ongoing as 
long as I have the sweet breath of life in me. My feelings 
right now are a mix of gratitude, love, joy, peace all 
commingled into one. At the very end, I want with all 
confidence to be able to say, “I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith” 
(2 Timothy 4:7). 
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Giants Graduate to Glory
Four “giants” of the faith graduated to glory recently. The term 

“giants” comes from Howard Norton, chairman of World Bible 
School. Howard would know, having worked with them for many 
decades. Howard urges the next generations to follow their example for 
Kingdom impact. 

Dan Coker (82) and his wife Elise pioneered missions 
for churches of Christ in Guatemala, Honduras, 
Mexico and Uruguay. Working with Continent of 
Great Cities (now Great Cities Missions), Dan trained 
throughout Latin America, often preaching in large 
campaigns. As a professor at Abilene Christian 
University, he prepared missionaries for many 

fields. For more than 30 years Dan was a director for the Pan American 
Lectureship. Howard says, “He was an unforgettable, bigger-than-life man 
of God. He was blessed with a brilliant mind, a booming voice and a heart 
for the lost. More than anyone else I have known in churches of Christ, 
Dan understood the history and culture of Latin America and how to use 
that knowledge to persuade Spanish-speaking men and women to give 
their lives to the Lord.”

Walter Kreidel (87) and his wife Mary Nelle were 
part of the original team that went to Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, in 1961 along with the Howard Nortons, 
Don Vinzants and others. The Kreidels continued 
to serve as missionaries in Brazil for over 30 years. 
Recently their son was planning a trip to help people 
along the Amazon River. Walter exclaimed that he 

was “ready to go”—apparently forgetting his body’s limitations. That 
passion to go and make disciples, along with profound love and joyful 
laughter, leaves a precious legacy for his family and the many they 
brought to Christ who continue to bring others.  

Flavil Yeakley (85) was a leading practitioner, 
promoter and statistician for the growth of churches 
of Christ. He preached for 25 years and earned a 
Ph.D. in speech communication. After chairing the 
speech department at the University of Tulsa and 
directing the Church Growth Institute at ACU, he 
moved to Harding University as a professor of Bible 
and religion and as Director of the Harding Center 

for Church Growth Studies. He also directed the Office of Outcomes 
Assessment. His research set the national standard. His prayerful, 
practical and informed wisdom guided countless Christians. He often 
affirmed, “It is my impression that we are making more converts 
worldwide through World Bible School than all other methods put 
together. That’s not the only thing, but that’s the point of contact, and 
that is crucial.” Flavil is survived by Maydell, his wife of 65 years, and 
their loving family.

Cliff Ganus Jr. (97) was born in Texas but was 
raised mainly in Louisiana. In 1939, he arrived 
in Searcy, Arkansas, to study at Harding College, 
which he would later serve and guide for 73 years. 
Within moments of arrival he met Louise, his 
future wife of 76 years. From 1965, he served as 
Harding University’s president for 22 years. He 

then became chancellor and later chancellor emeritus. He served as an 
elder at College church for 54 years, many of those alongside Howard 
Norton. He promoted the Gospel and Christian education nationally and 
internationally, with a mission focus on Uganda. His singular 
focus on Christ’s kingdom influenced generations. One of the 
Ganus children, Charles, serves on World Bible School’s Board.

Faith Endures

Ingrid with WBS follow up 
workers, including board 

member, Machona Monyamane



w
or

ki
ng

no
te

s New Indian Congregation
Pramod Kumar Suna — ODISHA, India

Pramod’s message to WBS Internet teacher, Joel Silsbee: Greetings in Christ. As 
you directed, I contacted [your student Ankita] in Durgapur. I requested her to call 
together her parents and relatives. She also invited her daddy’s friend. My journey 
took 17 hours by three trains, covering 700 kilometers. [After extensive Bible studies] 
all of them heard, believed, repented and confessed Jesus Christ as the Son of the 
Living God. Then I baptized five persons yesterday [the student, her parents and two 
close friends], and I gave thanks to God as they entered into the Kingdom of God. In 
this manner, Blueprint Church was planted first in the state of Durgapur. They felt great 
joy since they became real Christians. Then I taught “What to do after baptism.” They 
asked many questions. By the grace of God, I clarified all their doubts during three 
hours of great discussions. 

Even though I am a non-
supported preacher, our God 
provided the financial assistance 
for travels. The student’s father 
gave me travelling funds. Now 
I am on the way back to my 
hometown. Please pray for 
my safety and for my family 
support so that I may live 
for the Gospel. According to 
instructions, I sent you the pictures and a video clip. I am letting you know the results 
of WBS students that you may feel great joy.

Editor’s Note: Ankita also sent a WhatsApp message that included this statement: 

“Having heard the soul-saving Scriptures, our hearts were pricked. Not only this but 
tears came out of our eyes. We believed the true Gospel of Christ and came to know the 
difference between the church of Christ and denominations. We went to our nearest 
pond in which was much water and Mr. Suna baptized us yesterday. After baptism, 
we felt great joy in our hearts and were very proud of the Truth.”

Linda Miller: My student Javed who 
is from India was once a Muslim. He was 
just recently baptized. Friday morning, he 
sent me an actual picture of his baptism 
which is very meaningful!

Makinde Olufemi: A day-long World 
Bible School Seminar conducted in 
Mbak Itam, Itu, led to conversion of four 
Muslim believers. 

Monday John Akpakpan: [Also in 
Nigeria] Of six baptisms at Atai Otoro, 
four were WBS students. At the Seminar 
at Ikot Ekpene Prison, 19 souls were 
added to Christ, and 12 at Uyo Prison. 
At Abak, one Christian who became a 
Muslim returned to Christ. We have 
done eight WBS Seminars in the past six 
months, and plan six more this year. 

Robert Zebroski: There is a truck 
driving school here in Keenesburg 
and students come from all over the 
country for the three-week course. Each 
Monday, a new class of 15-20 begins. 
The congregation has distributed a bag 
containing the WBS Bible and literature. 
Students have attended with us. They 
appreciate the Bible and waste no time 
starting to read it.

Mauryn Mbuvi: Workers have 
reported the [114] people they baptized 
after meeting with them. Some requests 
were sent by WBS teachers; others were 
met during their follow up, and they 
believed the word of God. All glory goes 
back to God.

Willie Gley: Every year [our] college 
and university students select a town 
here they converge to evangelize with a 
medical outreach and Bible teaching.

      From Satanism
            to Christ
Chester Woodhall — PORT ELIZABETH, South Africa

He was a teenager in the South African prison with 
a life sentence for murder. He had been part of 
a Satanic cult that had tortured and murdered 

their victims. When the reality of the murders in which 
he had participated struck home, he tried to commit 
suicide on several occasions. Briefly he tried Islam and 
found it did not help his predicament.

I held Bible studies with this young man and other 
teenagers in prison, explaining the meaning of Calvary 
and that Jesus had paid the price for all their sins—
including murder. The former Satanist and other 
young prisoners repented of their sins, believed in 
Jesus as Lord and Savior, and, in the prison yard with 
a portable pool, I baptized them into Christ.

There were no more suicide attempts from the 
young prisoner. He and the others are now living for 
Christ. They are among hundreds who have come to 
Christ through our prison ministry. We are grateful 
to the Clyde, Texas, church for the back-up 
they give our prison ministry with World Bible 
School correspondence courses.

Remember: 
Your gifts to 
WBS provide

This new Christian, unnamed in 
the article, now has his name 

written in the Book of Life.
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Judy Jennings — PARADISE, Texas

We began a partnership with 
Kenyan evangelists Erick 
Chepkwony and Ismael Sang 

in 2011. In 2012 the first prisoners were 
baptized in Kericho Main—facility for some 
of Kenya’s vilest criminals. The outreach 
expanded to prisons in Bomet, Sotik, Narok 
and Nakuru. By now, 705 souls have been 
saved. This year we have sent over 1,000 
World Bible School courses.

One report from Eric included this 
reflection: “Their smiles reflect the joy 
of salvation in their lives. It is wonderful 
when Christ comes to our lives. Our weekly 
Bible class has transformed them from 
crime to Christ. Today at Bomet prison 
I baptized 25 men from age 15 to 50 by 
immersion for the remission of their sins. 
They were added to the Lord’s church. Pray 
for their spiritual growth.” 

Smiles Reflect Joy

Sunset International Bible Institute

Kericho prison for women has a 
population of 106 inmates. Of these, 28 
are mothers with infants. Kenyan law 
requires that all children under five must 
stay with their mothers. Challenges are 
immense since basics for the children are 
not provided. Erick says, “Our vision is to 
feed every hungry child who comes to us, 
and we can only accomplish this through 
God’s supernatural provision.” With the 
help of the Springtown church of Christ, 
the children are no longer malnourished. 
Bibles, clothes, toothbrushes, medical 
attention and soap also overflow to other 
prisoners. Spiritual needs receive priority: 
“Our heart is to teach them to gain a sense 
of self-respect, respect for others and the 
law. We encourage them with the hope of 
a new life in God by teaching them 
how to live victoriously through 
biblical education.”

(above) Baptism Day at Bomet
(below) Prisoners receive 

WBS Bibles and certificates

Deep (discipleship) and Wide (the Great 
Commission’s scope). The 586 formal 
registrants—along with many others—
enjoyed some 100 sessions in 19 Tracks. 
One veteran said, “It was a great event, 
one of the best!” 
     One exciting aspect was the international 
participation. Ben Little of South Africa 
opened with the first keynote speech. Song 
leaders were Peter Cariaga of the Philippines 
and Adrian Ayers of Trinidad. Visitors came 
from India, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, 

Zimbabwe, Greece, Brazil, Ecuador, Benin, 
Nicaragua, Honduras and Cuba. Live-
streaming was viewable across the globe. 
A live interview featured George Funk 
in Australia discussing Gospel Chariot 
missions in Africa. 
     The technical quality—evident 
everywhere and on the massive “digital 
wall”—was excellent. Tim Yaeger of WBS 
used this huge screen to unveil Mathetis, 
a brand-new social media method for 
reaching younger generations with the 
Good News.
     Well over 500 enjoyed the banquet 
at Westside church of Christ in Round 
Rock, Texas. Sixty veteran missions and 
church leaders were honored by name, 
with some description, and they passed 
the torch to the next generations. 
     As the event organizers, we at WBS 
want to thank all who participated, 
including our hosts at Westside and 
Brentwood, and the Padens (Gary, 
Sharon, and Tim) for technical expertise. 

Global Missions Conference from page 2

 recently appointed Truitt Adair 
(left, with Kay) as Chancellor, 

after 26 years as President. Tim 
Burow (right, with Mina) was 
named President. Here, both 
are with the Sunset church of 
Christ (Lubbock, TX) elders in 

prayer.  Congratulations 
Truitt, Tim and SIBI!

(above) The GMC audience included  large 
numbers of young people. 

(below) Truitt Adair (of SIBI, see right) 
encourages to “go...teach them to obey all.”

Brian Davis and 
John Reese led the WBS 

staff in the significant task 
of organizing the GMC.
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Members of 
churches of 
Christ across 
the Austin area 
housed some 
120 university 
students 
and 20 
international 
guests.  (Sunset 
International 
Bible Institute 
brought their 
entire student 
body.) Our special thanks go to the extensive 
WBS team, guided by Brian Davis, for many 
extra hours of detailed work. Through you, the 
Lord created an event that inspires teamwork 
and powerfully propels His mission forward.

See more at gmc2019.org. Access keynote 
speeches and Tension Talks at Facebook/
globalmissionsconference. Access audio 
of most sessions at 
gmc2019.org.
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POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to

Action! World Bible School 
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Cedar Park, Texas 78630

With heavy hearts...

PERIODICALPrioritizing the 
Great Commission

John Reese — CEDAR PARK, Texas

Recently I gave a World Bible School presentation at a 
very special congregation. The Lord has blessed their 
diligent WBS Study Helpers with hundreds of thrilling 

conversions. Part of that relates to a healthy budget for their 
local WBS program. Their annual budget, however, had no 
place for WBS ministry efforts based in Cedar Park, TX.

My Sunday presentation had shown new and exciting 
ways to share Jesus. The speed, reach and attraction of 
digital WBS methods is tailor-made for communicating the 
Gospel today. More than ever, America’s youth need Jesus as 
their Rock.

Technology can be deceptive. It seems “free” because that 
is the user’s experience. Actually, the high-powered engine 
under the hood is expensive to build. For example, WBS’ 
newest relationship tool, Mathetis, must remain current in 
technology standards for websites and phone apps. WBS has 
invested $1,000,000 to build Phase One: Mathetis’ recent 
“soft” launch in October and its full launch in January. More 
development is planned, including more of the high quality, 
relevant multimedia content. With your help, Mathetis will 
continue to grow in content and features to meet high demand.

At year’s end, appeals for charities proliferate. The 
political season intensifies as 2020 approaches. Donors will 
give millions to ephemeral and seasonal causes. Who will 
contribute to eternal causes? Who will support WBS to build 
cutting-edge tools for churches of Christ? And how will WBS 
build unless supporters like you join Jesus in prioritizing the 
Great Commission? 

Back to that Sunday event: After my presentation, the 
leaders said, in effect, “We may place WBS [in Cedar Park] 
into our regular budget.” What a great idea! In a separate 
conversation, I added another thought: “Why not also plan a 
Bibles for Millions Day—a special contribution for members to 
vote on how many seekers should benefit from these high-
impact WBS Bibles?” Bible programs often distribute randomly 
or in certain places. Bibles for Millions adds relationships. 
The WBS Study Bibles go to work either as a result of existing 

Seekers are the Ethiopian 
official (Acts 8). WBS 
Study Helpers are the 
Philip. And donors like 
you are God’s way to 
place the Scriptures 
into the seeker’s 
eager hands and heart! 

study relationships or they lead into new relationships. At the 
core is “Incentive Bibles” whereby WBS makes Bibles free to 
Internet and postal students who prove their willingness to 
learn. These seekers are the Ethiopian official (Acts 8). WBS 
Study Helpers are the Philip. And you are God’s way to place 
the Scriptures into the seeker’s eager hands and heart! 

As this Action! was going to press, Tex Williams 
passed to his reward. Tex led WBS for nearly 
two decades. The upcoming issue will honor 

Tex and his devotion to Christ’s cause.


