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1,321,846 new postal 
students enrolled with 
WBS in 2018! 
    How should we interpret 
such numbers? The best lenses are 
the Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13, 
Mark 4 and Luke 8), and nature itself. 

Vegetable life does not content itself 
with casting from the flower or the tree 
a single seed, but it fills the air and 
earth with a prodigality of seeds, that, if 
thousands perish, thousands may plant 
themselves, that hundreds may come up, 
that tens may live to maturity; that, at 
least one may replace the parent (Ralph 
Waldo Emerson).
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Jesus scattered much seed, beginning 
with crowds and teaching many more 
than responded. He commands us to 
do the same, so prolifically as to reach 
“every creature” worldwide. “The seed 
is the word of God” (Luke 8:11). Much 
of it seems ‘wasted’ on unproductive 
soils. Yet that is necessary for seed 
to fall also on good soil. Robert Louis 
Stevenson could have been advising 
WBS teachers by saying, “Don’t judge 
each day by the harvest you reap but by 

with the seeds that you plant.” 

1,321,846 represents 
Gospel opportunities for 
that many new applicants, 
another step toward 

Continued on page 6

SOWING the SEED



Chester Woodhall — EAST LONDON,
South Africa

Chester and Angela Woodhall, 
originally from Great Britain, have 
served on various African mission 

fields for more than 48 years. They were 
trained at Sunset International Bible 
Institute and ACU, and visited these 
again after over 17 years. Sunset’s Truitt 
Adair and Tim Burow presented them 
with 20 Papyrus solar audio players to 
take back to Africa. 

When the Woodhalls returned 
to South Africa’s Eastern Cape, 
they hosted a Papyrus Evangelism 
Seminar to train 25 enthusiastic 
participants in how to use the players 
in personal evangelism and maturing 
Christians. The 25, from nine regional 
congregations, have been trained as 
World Bible School teachers as the 
first Papyrus lessons are World Bible 
School courses. The audio WBS lessons 
can be used with those who cannot 
read or understand English, with 
verbal interpretation by the teacher 
into the local language. There are 
immediate responses available from the 
teachers to questions, and baptism is 
immediately available.

Chester and Angela continue to recruit 
WBS students by press advertising in 
South Africa. They follow up on students, 
especially partnering with the Clyde, 
TX, WBS team. Papyrus player WBS 
evangelism by local teachers means more 

and more people can be reached with 
WBS lessons and led to Christ. 

Happyboy Mlungwana is familiar 
with WBS lessons since they were 
instrumental in his conversion. He is 
a self-employed professional driver 
who studied with the University of 
South Africa. At Happyboy’s request, 
missionary Chris du Preez traveled to 
his distant region and baptized him into 
Christ. Happyboy was one of the trainees 
at our Papyrus seminar. He has now 
taken them back in audio form to 
his home area, a virgin mission 
field. Happyboy has gone from 
WBS student to WBS teacher!

Finding Good Soil
Brian Dowler — ZELIENOPLE, Pennsylvania

Greetings from Zelienople, PA. I 
want to let you know that World 
Bible School had a role in a recent 

baptism here. We met Ed from a House-
to-House, 
Heart-to-
Heart mailing, 
in which we 
advertised 
WBS. Ed 
quickly went 
through many 
of the WBS 
series, and 
then agreed 
to meet 
with us for 
a series of 
one-on-one 
studies. Ed 

had become disillusioned with traditional 
religion. He was a true “Seeker.” 
Thank you again for all the great 
work you and your team are doing.

Understanding 1,321,846
Sherri Hays is one very, very busy lady. She handles new 

applicants to study the Bible with World Bible School. 
In 2018, postal applicants rose to 1,321,846, up from 

974,261 in 2017. In addition, more congregations are opting 
for correspondence answers to return via electronic scanning. 
Sherri handles these burgeoning transactions, using Dropbox. 

    Sherri’s figure is impressive and accurate. But friends 
of WBS, seeing the figure 1,321,846, may not realize 
that there is more to the story. Those are just the 

new enrollees through Sherri’s office at the WBS base in Cedar Park near 
Austin, Texas. Many new students enroll by other means. For 
example, postal students often refer their friends and family 
members to their respective teachers. Most such referrals 
go directly to congregational programs, and WBS in Cedar 
Park has no record of the resulting enrollments. Likewise, 
many congregations do their own advertising and partner 
with their own recruiters, and the results are not reflected 
in Cedar Park’s figure. The reason we publish Sherri’s 
1,321,846 is that we can be certain of that figure. We’d 
rather be accurate and conservative, than inadvertently 
to exaggerate.

    How does Sherri keep up with so much work? She is motivated. Her emails end with, 
“I serve Him because His bond is Love, His burden is Light, and His Grace for me is 
Abundant Life! He is My Lord, and He rules My Life!” In sharing 2018’s final count, 
Sherri said, 

It is definitely a blessing to be a part of WBS and being able to place all those looking 
for Bible lessons with Christians around the world! And now the scanning is 
getting those lessons back and forth so much faster to bring those looking for 
their salvation a quicker response! To God be the Glory!
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Eastern Cape Papyrus Evangelism Seminar

Chester, Chris and Happyboy

Training Seed Sowers

1,321,846
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The farmer stood at the edge 
of his fields. A neighbor joined 

him and, noticing the dusty and 
cropless field, he said, “Looks like 
this wasn’t a good year. How much 
seed did you use?” 

“Seed?” replied the farmer. “Oh, I didn’t use any 
seed. I was sure hoping for growth anyway.”

Paul told the Corinthians, “Whoever sows 
bountifully, will reap bountifully.” At WBS, we 
look back every year at the fields we planted, and 
wonder, “If only we could have had more seed to 
plant…what would our harvest look like?” Last year 
WBS had well over 1 million new students begin 
studying the Bible. What would this look like if 
enrollees grew to over 2 million in 2019? Or how 
about 5 million or 10 million?

But where are the resources for such abundant 
seed-sowing? “He who supplies seed to the sower 
and bread for food will supply and multiply your 

seed for sowing and 
increase the harvest of 
your righteousness” (2 
Corinthians 9:10).

Jesus’ Parable of the 
Sower tells us that 
we’re not guaranteed 
a positive response 
to His Gospel. But He 
does show us that we 
must sow. In the Great 
Commission He reaffirms our responsibility to sow 
far and wide. We cannot be like the farmer who 
looked hopefully at his unseeded soil. We must 
sow as if Jesus is coming back this year.  

Let 2019 be the year you say “Yes” to Jesus’ call 
for people to receive the precious seed of the 
Gospel. WBS tools are only good if a student 
knows about them. Like the Ethiopian, they need 
someone to help them understand what they 

are reading. WBS is the bridge pairing seekers 
with study helpers. The world’s fields have great 
“white harvest” potential, but it takes seed to 
make it happen. Help spread the Word today at 
worldbibleschool.net/give. May God bless your 
partnership with Him!

Pat Brown is always available to talk to friends of 
WBS—individuals and churches. Contact him at 
pat@worldbibleschool.net.

The Farmer

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Global Missions
Conference 2019
with the theme, Deep & Wide, 

is October 10-12. It is organized 
by World Bible School and 
hosted by Brentwood Oaks 

church of Christ in Austin, Texas. 
Join us! gmc2019.org

Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. ______________________________________________________

Spouse ____________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________ State _____ Zip___________

Ph __________________________________________________________________

E-mail _____________________________________________________________

Church _____________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________ State _____ Zip___________

(day)                                                                (night)

I’ll give this 
Monthly:   

o  $30 / mo

o  $60 / mo

o  $100 / mo

o  $_______/ mo 

I want to make a commitment

by joining Sowing the Seed. 

I want to give 

this amount now:  
$ ____________________________

o Please charge my credit card for the amount at left.

       o Visa              o Discover         o MasterCard 
  o Amex           Other ___________________________________
(You can give securely online:  worldbibleschool.net/give) 

Card No: ______________________________________________________

Expiration: __________ / __________ 

Name (as on card) ________________________________________________

Signature: ________________________________________________________

o I’m setting up Automatic Bill Pay from my bank.

o My gift is a Tribute. See the back of this form.

Tell me more about:       o will planning
          o  income-producing gift options

o I am      including WBS in my will

o I am considering     or other estate plans.} 
o I am a WBS teacher or  o  I have been sometime in the past.

Please use this gift:

o where most needed

o for Incentive Bibles

I’ll give this 
Annually:   

o  $300 / yr

o  $600 / yr

o  $1,000 / yr

o  $__________/ yr
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o HONOR GIFT

o MEMORIAL GIFT    

Memorial Gifts 
and Honor Gifts 
are ideal ways to pay tribute to 
a loved one’s legacy or special 
occasions. At the same time, your 
gift will be used to “share Jesus” 
with WBS. 

For: 

Mr./Mrs./Ms. __________________________________________

City_____________________________________ ST________

    o Birthday             o Anniversary   

o Illness     o Friendship        o Other_______________
Please send a letter of acknowledgement to:

Mr./Mrs./Ms. _____________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

City ____________________________ ST_____ Zip________

Their Relationship to Honoree ______________________

o I have completed my personal information on the back of this form.Please make my gift a tribute.
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In Honor of…
Preston & Sara Ackerman
   Bucket & Sue Bailey
Active Retirees Class at 
Monterey church of Christ, 
Lubbock, TX
   Chuck & Ruth Cromwell
Bob & Jeanese Bailey
   Bucket & Sue Bailey
Brad & Sandy Bailey
   Bucket & Sue Bailey
Brent Bailey
   Bucket & Sue Bailey
Brooke Bailey
   Bucket & Sue Bailey
Bruce & Jenny Bailey
   Bucket & Sue Bailey
Bucket & Sue Bailey
   Gary & Brenda Bodine
Chad & Katie Bailey
   Bucket & Sue Bailey
Jaxon & Alex Bailey
   Bucket & Sue Bailey
Jayton & Roxanne Bailey
   Bucket & Sue Bailey
Jenson Bailey
   Bucket & Sue Bailey
Linda Bailey
   Bucket & Sue Bailey
Tyler & Ruth Ann Bailey
   Bucket & Sue Bailey
Winnie Bell
   Robert & Leslie Higbee
Jacob & Lisa Bialon
   Bucket & Sue Bailey
Gary & Brenda Bodine
   Bucket & Sue Bailey
Jonathan & Amanda Bodine
   Bucket & Sue Bailey
Bobbie Bonner
   Ronnie & Fran Polston
Tom & Dorcas Brock
   Dale & Laura White
Dale & Rita Brown
   Sherrill & Suzanne Bennett
Ken & Renae Brown
   Eddie & Reba Shewmaker
CAAR
   Robert & Gail Hargrove
Joel Conley
   Chuck & Donna Conley
Mr. & Mrs. Reggie Crawford
   Bonnie F. Strickland
John Dillon
   Barry & Aimee Williams
Brad & Sandra Dodd
   Doris Dodd

Jim & Lori Dultmeier
   Doris Dodd
Carol Fox
   Boodie Fox
Billy & Patsy Glover
   Ken & Shirley Newton
Employees of Guardian 
Hospice and Home Instead 
Senior Care who took care 
of Johnnie Graham
   Charles Graham
Maurice Hall
   Jim & Sheri Hall
Betty Keeler
   Jim & Karen Crain
Wylene Keller
   Ken Hyder
Oscar & Sara Koontz
   Ken Hyder
Tom & Connie Ledbetter
   Ken Hyder
Woody Loden
   Patsy Loden
LinLee Loveland
   Elizabeth Loveland
Carolyn Macon
   Chris Macon
Jack & Winnie Maloney
   J. C. & Dorothy Newland
Doyle Martin
   Kenneth McMaster
Mr. & Mrs. Max Mayes
   Bob & Carol Fenley
Vernal McCall
   Patricia E. Sime
Bonny Moore
   Sandra Moore
Hugh Morgan
   Misty Morgan Thompson
Helen Nave
   Troy Bowman
Foy & Mary Sue Owens
   Jim & Karen Crain
June Sampson
   Arlene Fisher
Edward & Sharon Short
   Enoch & Jeannine Thweatt
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Smith
   Bonnie F. Strickland
JC & Jennifer Waterhouse
   Kenneth & Patricia Bailey
Ash & Patty Wright
   Bucket & Sue Bailey

In Memory of…
Jacob Agak
   David Boyd
Maynard Agee
   Lynn & Paula Leverett
Anna Austin
   Jack & Judy Little
Harold S. Baker
   Patrick & Carolyn Jones

Clyde Barber
   Nancy Barber
Bobby Basford, Jr.
   Bobby & Eva Basford
Barry Glenn Basford
   Bobby & Eva Basford
Grover Beakly
   Gene & Jackie Denman
Randy Becton
   Linda Johnson
Shirley Blankenship
   Lar Doyle
Steve & Gladys Bottoms
   Bobby & Eva Basford
George L. Brian
   Beverly Brian
John Brewer
   Peggy Sullivan
Thurman Brooks
   Gary & Lonna Griffin
Sam Buchanan
   Sue Tindol
Ola Buchanan
   Sue Tindol
Bill Buck
   Chuck & Donna Conley
Mattie Teagle Buckelew
   Bryan Teagle
Sharon Cannon
   Bonnie F. Strickland
Barbara Carter Capterton
   Laura Dacus
Dale G. Clavel
   Sharon Clavel
Donnie Clay
   Joe & Lynda Goldman
Ann Cochran
   Joe & Jane George
Lester & Mary Coln
   Randy & Judy Wood
Naomi Cook
   Henry & Jean Green
Jim Cooke
   Jim & Virginia Vick
Shawn “Hudson” Corum
   Jo Carolyn Hudson
Doyle & Clara Mae Cowan
   Tom & Sha Cowan
Noami Craddock
   Jerry Lynn Miller
Dorthy Cummings
   Arlene Fisher
Jim Davenport
   Dean & Nelda Stewart
Charles Davis
   Dean & Nelda Stewart
Charlie Davis
   Sharron & Chuck Davis
Cooper Daw
   Lar Doyle
Christians who passed 
away in 2018
   Aaron & Virginia 
   McDonald

O. A. Doyle
   Lar Doyle
Ethlyn Dozier
   Harold & Dolores Jones
Connor Drouin
   Mr. & Mrs. Donald Drouin
Dan Drew
   Flowayne Drew
Edward Eichelberger
   Martha Eichelberger
Samuel Warren Escritt
   Jo Anne Escritt
Helen Dial
   Imogene Dial
Delbert Fall
   Alice Fall
Joy Fischer
   Don Fischer
Percy Francis
   Anne Francis
Dannie M. French
   Ronald French
Ray D. Fullerton, Jr.
   Karen Kelley
   Betty Sandefur
David Garcia’s cousin
   Ruth Hale
Oness & Nola Gardner
   Neill & Carol Gardner
Charles W. Genthner
   Peggy Genthner
Tim George
   Ron & Margaret George
Bob Gibson
   Haldon & Ruby Fry
Matthew Golden
   Charles & Linda Golden
David Goodwin
   Glenda Blair
Deborah Hagan
   James Brown
Donald Haggerty
   Kenneth & Judy Rowland
Wayne & Juanita Hall
   Randy & Linda Coleman
Doyle Harper
   Mrs. George Pledger
Judy Hartsburg
   Dean & Nelda Stewart
Ben A. Haynes
   Martin & Rebecca Walker
L. E. Hicks, Jr.
   Mark & Lauren Burman
Robert R. Holcomb, Jr.
   Miriam Holcom
Ruth Holley
   Sue Campbell
Leonard & Betty Holloway
   Tom & Sha Cowan
Loyce Horn
   Charles & Phyllis Powell
Helen Hutchins
   Louis & Connie Barden
I.G. “Spud” Jernigan
   Sarah Jernigan

Dale Johnson
   Frances Dugger
John R. Julian
   Bernice Julian
Doyle Kee
   Sherrill & Suzanne Bennett
Edra Krute
   Lee & Wanda Smith
Paul Lester
   Lynn & Paula Leverett
Jimmie Lovell
   Stacey & Charles Nelson
Anne Lynn
   James & Jeannine Lynn
Walter Madron
   Gary & Lonna Griffin
Johnny Mackey
   Barry & Cindy Smith   
Gene Maikell
   Dan & Reba Bonner
   Larry & Betty Boyd
Bill McCall
   Laquita Searles
Bill & Melba McClellan
   W. E. McClellan, Jr.
Mr. Searcy McGowen
   Mrs. Searcy McGowen
Joe McKissick
   Patricia Hernandez
Jack McNutt
   Amelia Francile Buchanan
Carl & Frankie Mitchell
   Travis & Billie Jean Adams
   Gene & Jackie Denman
Sarah Monosky
   Karen Monosky
Nan Morris
   Betty Cannon
Ruth O’Brien
   Kathy O. Brock
Charlene O’Dell
   Dean & Nelda Stewart
Orvis & Ann Oliver
   Dean & Zan Oliver
Margaret Orf
   Anna Walker
Ruth Orr
   Stephen & Mary Beth 
   Smith
Joe C. Owen, Sr.
   Carla G. Owen
Doug Pate
   Bobby & Eva Basford
Jeanine Peck
   Sherrill & Suzanne Bennett
Norman W. Parrish
   Mary Parrish
Lorraine Patterson
   James S. Patterson
Bobbye Petty
   Mr. & Mrs. James E. Bailey
Jake Pfenniger
   Gary & Lonna Griffin
Jim Pipkin
   Lar Doyle

Maudie Jane Pitman 
   Carson L. Pitman III
Larry Raburn
   Shirley Raburn
Col. Aaron Brown Rogers
   Duane & Marty Skelton
Margaret W. Rieder
   Bob Rieder
Betty Riley
   Jimmy & Nancy Dye
Rip Rogers
   Lar Doyle
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Rosson
   Fay Harrell
Rusty Russwurm
   Marilyn Myers
Art Searles
   Laquita Searles
Arnold Sexton
   Shades Mountain church
   of Christ
Mack & Sible Short
   Bobby & Eva Basford
Danny Spyker
   Lar Doyle
Geri Steadman
   Jerry Lynn Miller
Shep Strong
   Sandra Eagleton
Rebecca Stubblefield
   Herman Stubblefield
Jim & Connie Sullivan
   Joe & Jane George
Thomas O. Suttle
   Wanda Suttle
Lawrence Taylor
   Dean & Nelda Stewart
Grady Tindol
   Sue Tindol
Helen Trull
   Dean & Nelda Stewart
Joanne Vanderford
   Tim & Sheryl Williams
Riley Lee Walker
   Dorothy Walker
Dorothy Washburn
   Charles Washburn
Gerald Wiekamp
   Bonnie Wiekamp
Ruth Wilhite
   Jerry & Gail Allen
Judy Williams
   Danny Williams
Bryan Womble
   Gene & Jackie Denman
Olivia Wood
   Paul & Theresa Jaworski
Jim & Neva Woolard
   Nancy Medlock
Uncle of Zee Wristen
   Lar Doyle
Sheila Young
   Tony Young
Gaylan Zant
   Lar Doyle
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Doyle Kee: 
Sowing the Seed in French

John Reese — CEDAR PARK, Texas

While Beth and I attended the Mitchell 
memorial service in Searcy, AR, Doyle Kee 
unexpectedly passed away in that town. We 

stayed for Doyle’s funeral. We were again struck by 
God’s powerful work through this humble servant. 
After ministry in America, Doyle and Barbara served 
the French-speaking world for 47 years. Their base 
was the congregation they established in Geneva, 
Switzerland, of which Doyle became an elder. The 
Kees sowed abundant Gospel seed through personal 
work, preaching, campaigns, camps, literature, training schools and especially 
correspondence—World Bible School and Doyle’s School of the Master. The Lord gave 
widespread and fruitful harvests. Doyle traveled extensively to follow up with their 
students and to train them. 

Doyle’s frequent co-worker Barry Baggott read a statement from George Akpabli in 
Benin: “The mighty Baobab has fallen. Doyle has done more for francophone Africa 
than any other American missionary. He has used the mailman to reach deep into 
Africa.” Speakers such as Angel Panzano of Geneva reflected on Doyle’s disciplined 
and fearless faith, even in life-threatening missions they experienced together. Doyle 
was a vital hub for missions networking, such that Robert McCready stated that 
his passing “will leave a huge, gaping hole in the French world.” Referring to 
Jesus’ promise, fellow-missionary Arlin Hendrix said, “Doyle didn’t die, he just 
changed his home address.” 

Barbara and Doyle
at Harding University

Edra Floye Files 
was born in 
1923. During 

World War II, she 
worked in plane-
building and then 
joined the Women’s 
Army Corps. She 
married fellow-
soldier Everette 
Archie Krute in 1945. They had 53 years 
together until his death in 1998. They 
had two children, Robert and Connie. The 
family worshipped with the Sand Springs, 
OK, congregation.

In the early 1970s, Edra, a school 
teacher, began her work in World Bible 
School and later became a coordinator. 
She had studied French and sent lessons 
to French-speaking countries. Her family 
also hosted Tulsa University students 
from Nigeria. Edra made six trips to 
Africa. Edra loved her students and their 
families. Some mothers named their little 
girls “Edra”. She and Robert led Solomon 
Aguh to Christ. Dr. Aguh later became 
president of the School of Biblical Studies 
in Jos, Nigeria. Edra leaves a rich legacy 
for her family and in her many students. 

Note: Though Edra went to her reward in 
2013, her plaque was added recently to the 
Ruth Orr Wall of Honor at WBS in Cedar 
Park. You, too, can sponsor WBS teachers 
and coordinators—past and present—for 
this Wall. Now, the Founders Wall of 
Honor is also available for leaders, 
supporters and friends of WBS. Ask 
for details by contacting Sheryl at 
512-345-8190. 

Deborah Truitt: We are having to go to Plan B in our WBS ministry, it’s gotten so big…. 
We’re planting the seed and leaving the rest up to our Lord. We love our WBS ministry, 
can you tell? To God be the glory.

Legesse Kachara, Ethiopia: First of all, glory be to the Lord our God in the heaven and 
earth! I feel very blessed in taking and completing the WBS Master Series courses. Next, 
I need to say thank you for your patience in taking time to help me reach the great 
decision in my life. Thank you to all the WBS team for these precious life-changing, free 
Bible courses that changed how I think and act everyday. God bless [my Internet Study 
Helper] Glenn Hunter. God bless WBS!

Pat Brown, on receiving 2018’s final financial report: Looks like WBS was truly blessed by 
God in 2018 and had some great doors opened for us. Praise the Lord!

Wall of Honor: 
Edra Krute 

Remembering Frankie Mitchell

January’s Action! said “Arrivaderci” to WBS Board member 
Carl Mitchell. Just 18 days after Carl’s death, his wife Frankie 
also passed to glory. They had been married 65 years. Frankie 

(Frances Rotramel) was the 10th of 11 children and was raised on the 
family farm in Illinois. Her early career was with American Airlines 
as a flight attendant. 

In 1953, Frankie married Carl and they continued his Italian 
mission work. They moved to California in 1961, establishing 
congregations and working with Pepperdine University, and later 
Harding University in Arkansas. In both, Frankie developed an 
influential career in human resources. 

On January 26, 2019, a memorial service for Carl and Frankie was 
held in Searcy, Arkansas. Along with many details, the program states, 

Frankie and Carl were partners in ministry throughout their lives…. 
An evangelist to the end, she loved to tell the story of Jesus.

Frankie 
as a flight 
attendant



reaching “every creature.” Sadly, just as Jesus predicted, many 
prove unproductive. Yet that ‘waste’ is the process that also finds 
“good soil” hearts that grow into great harvests. 

That too is the WBS story: exponential multiplication through 
those who respond. The divine seed gives them birth (1 Peter 
1:23), and makes them faithful and fruitful (John 15:7-8; 1 John 
3:9). We can neither force nor forecast results. While some sow 
and some water, God gives the growth (1 Corinthians 3:6-7). But it 
all starts with a tiny seed sown by those who believe in its power. 

How much seed are you sowing? WBS and Bibles for 
Millions are here to help you sow more abundantly than 
you dreamed possible.

Harvests from Seeds in Myanmar 
George Achard — NASHVILLE, Tennessee

My Dad began studying the Bible on his own in Myanmar (then 
Burma) trying to figure out why there were divisions among the 
different denominations. Bible correspondence courses helped 
lead him to Christ as a college student. 
He searched for fellow-Christians and started 
worshiping with a small family in their home. 
He converted my Mom during their early stages 
of dating. Eventually they came in contact with 
U.S. missionaries. They became the key contact 
that organized and assisted missionary efforts 
in Myanmar from 1976 to 2006, including 
establishing a Christian college in Myanmar sponsored by Double 
Springs church of Christ in Alabama. 
Through my Dad’s work with the U.S. Embassy in Myanmar, my 
family moved to the U.S. in 2006. Dad completed two degrees in 
Bible at Heritage University and moved to Nashville to work with 
refugees from Myanmar. My family became U.S. citizens in 2011. 
Seeds sown in the 1970s by Canadian correspondence teachers, 
John and Eva Johnson, continue to produce harvests in Asia, in 
America and now, with WBS opportunities, across the world.

Welcome, George Achard!

WBS welcomes George 
Achard to the role of Digital 

Designer. His family and personal 
background (below) have prepared 
him uniquely for this role. George, a 
soccer and coffee enthusiast, earned 
his degree in Computer Science 
and Interactive Digital Design from 
Freed-Hardeman University. Tim 
Yaeger, VP for Technology, reports 
that George has done an excellent 
job redesigning the worldbiblesschool.net website and is working 
hard on preparing Mathetis—Gospel sharing for new generations 
using social media. As a digital designer, George focuses on the 
user experience for WBS tools. He has a servant heart that is 
ready to learn and works well with the team. He brings a younger 
person’s viewpoint that boosts WBS’ relevance in appealing to the 
next generation of seed-sowers. George says,  

I’m so glad to have this opportunity to work with WBS in helping 
spread the Word of God to others. I’m excited for what’s to come 
and pray that God can use my abilities to further His kingdom.

Back and forth and back again, the good seed flying out, 
shimmering in the sunlight, landing with a prayer, unspoken, 
yet from deep within the heart, that it return to these gnarled 
 hands of mine by late summer, 
multiplied by thirty, sixty, even perhaps one hundredfold.  

To my surprise, I learned next day that my labors up there 
 on the hillside had been pointed out by Jesus.  
They told me that He spoke about the seed and where it landed….
Later, as I heard the Master speak of many things, 
 in many times and places, 
I realized more clearly that He was showing us the splendor 
 to be found in all the daily things. 

I didn’t get to hear Him speak that day I sowed my new-cleared 
 field on the hillside above Galilee. 
But since then his words have taken solid root and sprung to life within. 

I sow a different kind of seed—a new variety, bursting 
 with vibrant life and growth—
following in His footsteps across the fertile field of life, 
 and scattering—broadcast— 
these very words, which someday, I still pray, will return 
 a harvest multiplied, 
some thirtyfold, some sixty, and even some a hundredfold.
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Sowing the Seed from page 1

The Sower
Adapted from the poem by J. Barrie Shepherd

WBS teacher 
Stephen Stewart 
supplies 
bluebonnet 
seed to spread 
around our Cedar 
Park office, and 
the results are 
beautiful. Thanks, 
Steve!



Marian Starks — TYLER, Texas

As a navy signalman, Don Starks 
(1932-1994) spent many hours 
receiving and transmitting 

messages… and thinking about mission 
work. After the war, he went back to 
Freed-Hardeman, then graduated at 
Lipscomb. During his preaching years, he 
attended Pan American Lectureship and 
returned with glowing news about Latin 
America. For nine years his mission was 
with World Radio.

Bob Brown in Trinidad had a 
“Know Your Bible” radio program and 
needed someone to handle his Bible 
correspondence course work. In 1973, 
Don and family moved there and for three 
years followed up on Bob’s correspondence 
students. While in Trinidad, he started 
three congregations and baptized a number 
of students on other islands. 

They returned to the U.S because 
of Don’s health problems. He then led 
Caribbean Campaigns for Christ (CCC) 
for 17 years. Three years into that project 
Don met Jimmie Lovell and CCC started 
using Jimmie’s World Bible School. WBS 
teachers supplied names and addresses 
of their Caribbean students. These 
were invited to our campaign events. In 
addition, workers handed out thousands 
of Introductory Lessons. These campaigns 
helped establish the church on 21 
Caribbean islands.  

The congregation in Spanish Fort, AL, 
had 3,000 WBS students in Guyana, South 
America. In 1983, these were invited to 
meet us in Georgetown, Guyana. Hundreds 
came and 51 were baptized that first time. 
A graduate of the Trinidad School of 
Preaching continued to work with them. 
Soon a School of Preaching was started 

in Guyana. Hundreds more were baptized 
into Christ, and campaigns extended into 
Suriname and French Guiana. 

In 1991, Don’s 
illness turned into 
cancer. It slowed 
him down, but he 
never quit, even 
reaching into 
Russia with WBS. 
He passed away on 
January 1, 1994, 
having conducted 
103 campaigns in which more than 3,000 
souls were baptized using WBS. In Don’s 
last newsletter he wrote: “As we have sung 
together so often during campaigns, ‘Let 
Go and Let God Have His Wonderful Way.’ 
May the good Lord be with you all 
and may you never forget that ‘GOD 
STILL LIVES AND ALL IS WELL’.”

A Review: WBS in the Caribbean

Edward and Sharon Short were 
missionaries in Taiwan over a 16 year 
period. After returning to the U.S. 

in 1983, Edward joined World Christian 
Broadcasting. With Edward and Salina 
Ho and others, Edward Short was one of 
WCB’s Chinese voices to the Chinese world, 
broadcasting from the giant transmitter in 
Alaska, then adding the new installation 
in Madagascar. Edward’s extensive Bible 
notes populate much of WCB’s web site in 
Chinese, www.smzg.org. This site attracts several thousand viewers each week. 

Before Edward’s retirement at the close of 2018, John Reese of World Bible School 
visited WCB in Franklin, TN. This visit coincided with the first Portuguese broadcasts 
from Madagascar. Edward often carries a small radio to check on reception. He found 
that he could clearly hear programs beamed all the way from Madagascar, literally 
over the globe. 

“So there I was in the Kroger parking lot in Nashville listening to a [WCB] radio 
program from Africa!” The next day he had others listen. In his words,

Today, I asked Andy Baker, our president, to take time at 4:00 p.m. so that we could 
listen to the Portuguese program. He and Gayle Crowe (our vice-president of program-
ming) and John Reese (president of World Bible School who happened to be here) and I 
all listened together. We heard Edet Udofia’s “English for Africa” program and then the 
Portuguese broadcast; and then we heard the Chinese broadcast. In fact, we heard both 
Portuguese and Chinese simultaneously on two different radios, both broadcast from 
Madagascar at the same time, but from two different transmitters.

Such is the amazing reach of radio. WCB and similar stations often advertise 
free WBS courses. While Edward has retired after 33 years with WCB, their mission 
continues. Along with ministries to Chinese speakers, Edward and Sharon are part 
of the InterMission team, veteran missionaries who serve missionaries. Their 
next “InterMission” is planned for Kenya in April, 2019, serving some 80 
missionaries and their families. 
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Phyllis Lee: Jim Crain gave a presentation 
for class and his lesson for church was 
“Planting Seeds.” We all bought these 
awesome World Bible School Bibles. I 
was planning to place an order through 
[a book store], but these are so much 
better. I can buy 7 to 10 more because of 
the cost. I keep Bibles in my [real estate] 
office, and it’s surprising how many 
people don’t even have a Bible. 

Jacob to the class of 120 he 
coordinates: If you were in 
class today you know that 
Pat Brown gave away a Bible 
from World Bible School. His 
request was that you take 
that a Bible and give it away 
to someone else that needs 
it. Several people after class 
were hoping that more Bibles 
might be available… [so] we 
are arranging to order more of 
these Bibles.

Gayle, Andy and Edward at WCB

Don and Marian

Broadcasting the Seed


