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013 marks the 40th 
anniversary of 
the name “World 

Bible School,” and this 
year is packed with 
special events. For us, 
celebration means three 
things: 

Celebrating the past: We thank 
God for those who led us to this point. 
Their ground-breaking progress makes 
our present work so much more fruitful. 
“Others have labored, and you have entered 
into their labor” (John 4:38). This year’s 
Action! recalls historical highlights. What 
a heritage! What an example! What a solid 
foundation for progress that continues!

Celebrating the present: History 
means little unless we let the past 
impact the present. “Nostalgia” becomes 
“NOWstalgia.” God works NOW in 
amazing ways. Records are breaking 
NOW. For example, as of November (when 
we prepare Action!) 603,201 new postal 
students enrolled through WBS’ Cedar 
Park office in 2012. November alone saw 
76,322 enrolled at Cedar Park, one of many 
places where students apply. We thank God 
by giving ourselves to Him right NOW in 
praise, service and effective outreach.

Celebrating the prospect: We thank 
God for all that He plans to do. His open 
doors are such, and His new WBS tools 
are such, that we are convinced He has 
only just begun. Yes, our teachers number 
over 8,000. But many more should be 
recruited from an initial prospect pool 
of 500,000 U.S. members. Moreover, 
we can recruit internationally NOW that 
members worldwide can become teachers 
through WBS Internet. Further, many more 
will become teachers as WBS adds new 
languages. (See “NOW Spanish Internet,” 
page 8.) More teachers will allow WBS to 
reach many more students in nations from 
A to Z, beginning in Africa, Asia and the 
Americas. God’s power does more than all 
we ask or imagine, and He will continue to 
work powerfully in and through His people 
(Ephesians 1:18-23; 3:16-21).

This banner year, make sure Action! 
comes to your home so that you can follow 
events. Do something special to honor 
your WBS teachers. Give generously to 
help WBS reach millions more. Become 
an Internet teacher (worldbibleschool.net). 
Promote the new tools. WBS is all about 
personal involvement, and that fact shapes 
how we celebrate. Get involved! 
Come celebrate with us!

John Reese



By a reporter in Ho Chi Min City

(formerly Saigon) 

T
om recently passed on to me the 

name of a 35 year old man [let’s call 

him Tan] who had just completed 

World Bible School courses through the 
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Editor’s note: Our World Bible 

School travels cover the world. In place 

after place, WBS stories come our way 

unsolicited. Our representative Rick Shur 

was busy setting up his WBS display 

when Melanie told her story (see “Divine 

Intervention”). I was preparing for a 

missions weekend at West-Ark church in 

Fort Smith, Ark., when my liaison there, 

Jerry Canfield, happened to receive two 

emails (see “Younger Than My Birthday” 

In a later email, the same reporter 

in Vietnam wrote, “May God 

bless us and helps us to behave 

like the Samaritan and not like the 

other nine who were ungrateful to 

God. There is a Vietnamese saying 

that goes like this: ‘When one eats 

a fruit, he should remember the 

man who planted the tree’.” How 

appropriate that saying is for the 

40th anniversary of WBS!

and “Vietnam Now”). Recognizing the 

stories as “very timely,” Jerry forwarded 

them, saying, “The [Vietnam] story… 

demonstrates that God has a plan and if 

we ‘get out there’ He is able to use us; that 

our plan to teach the Gospel and develop 

a congregation in Ho Chi Min City will 

have benefits we did not anticipate; and 

that WBS (even with an unknown person in 

another part of the world and in a large city 

with little influence for Christ) can be used 

by God to save a soul and any of us can use 

WBS from our own home; and that there 

are people who look for truth.” 

This 40th anniversary, as we reflect on 

WBS’ journey, that’s NOWstalgia, not 

nostalgia. Forty years of momentum are 

overflowing NOW. Seeds are yielding 

fruit NOW. Advances are futuristic NOW 

(see this issue’s Internet news). And the 

spontaneous stories just keep coming…. 

Internet. Tan, who speaks English well, 

wanted to meet me at our church.

I talked to the church leaders about this 

man. They all said, “Don’t let him know our 

address.  We don’t know him and we must 

be careful. Some undercover agents also 

take Bible classes by Internet.” 

But I wanted to meet him. So I asked 

a leader how to recognize an undercover 

agent. He replied, “It’s very difficult. 

But, if you can go to his place, it will be 

easier. These Vietnamese officials display 

a diploma and also a group photo in their 

uniforms in their living room.” 

 So I decided to change the tactic. I 

called Tan and told him that I would be in 

Baptism in Vietnam

Editor’s note: Rick Shur was at a booth at 

the Spiritual Growth Workshop in Orlando, 

Fla. In the next booth was a lady selling 

music CDs. She asked Rick, “Who are you 

working with?”Rick replied, “World Bible 

School.” She exclaimed, “World Bible 

School! That’s how I became a Christian in 

Jamaica!” Here is her story….

By Melanie M. Williams

M
y Grandmother 

and Aunt, 

with whom I 

grew up, were regular 

church-goers who 

believed strongly in the 

“established denominations”—in particular 

the Anglicans or Church of England. We 

had no choice but to go to Sunday school 

and church, even if the adults didn’t attend.

In my third year of High School, a 

classmate boldly questioned my religious 

beliefs. He proclaimed that only his church 

(“Jesus only” Pentecostals) would make it 

to heaven. I tried to counter his argument, 

but could not. He knew, and I knew, the 

unscriptural beginnings of the Church of 

England.

After high school, I relocated to the city 

to attend college. True to my upbringing, 

I found the nearest Anglican Church and 

worshipped with them only once. I just 

didn’t feel right!

I was overcome with guilt each Sunday 

and recognized that I needed to get some 

answers. I needed to study the Bible. I 

needed to be in church on Sundays!

Divine intervention led me to pick 

up our local evening newspaper The 

Star. In The Star was an advertisement 

captioned, “Would you like to study the 

Bible?” Then the word FREE got my 

attention! I immediately responded to the 

advertisement, and was pleased to get my 

first lesson in the mail. It was from the 

World Bible School in Cedar Park, Texas, 

in the U.S.

After a few lessons, I wrote them a letter 

demanding answers and proof—proof of 

the one true church. Sometime later, I was 

contacted by a member of one of the local 

congregations, the Patrick City church of 

Divine Intervention

continued on page 7

continued on page 5

Rick Shur and Melanie Williams at Orlando’s 

Spiritual Growth Workshop



3

Above & Beyond
by Kevin Rhodes

Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. ___________________________________________

Spouse _________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State _____ Zip __________

Ph _____________________________________________________

E-mail __________________________________________________

Church ________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State _____ Zip ___________ 

(day)                                                      (night)

   Monthly:

         $30 / mo

         $60 / mo

         $100 / mo

         $________/ mo 

I’m joining Sowing the Seed! 

I commit to give:

I will give this 
on an ongoing, 
monthly basis.

  Annually:

         $300 / yr

         $600 / yr

         $1,000 / yr

         $_________/ yr 

I will give this 
on an ongoing, 
annual basis.

One Time:  I’m not joining 

the Sowing the Seed Gift Program 

now, but I’m giving $______________

Gifts by Check

o My gift is enclosed. 

Gifts by Credit Card

o Please charge my credit card. See the amount at left.              

        o Visa               o Discover         o MasterCard 
   o Amex            Other ___________________________

          (You can also give securely online at www.worldbibleschool.net/give) 

Card No: ____________________________________________

Expiration: ________ / ________ / _____________

Name (as on card) ______________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________

Gifts with Automatic Bill Pay

o I’m setting up payments from my bank (amount at left).

My Gift is a Tribute

o See gift information on the back of this form.

Teaching the Word. Reaching the World!

16110 Anderson Mill Road • Cedar Park, Texas 78613
512-345-8190 • 800-311-2006 • fax 512-401-8265

Lessons: 877-393-0211 • info@worldbibleschool.net
Ministry site: www.worldbibleschool.net
Student site: www.worldbibleschool.org

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Action! 
World Bible School, P.O. Box 2169, Cedar Park, TX 78630

Periodicals Postage Paid at Cedar Park, Texas, 

and at additional mailing offices.

n!Acti.
Editor: John Reese 

Action! (ISSN 8750-1333) USPS 004380 is published bi-
monthly by the non-profit ministry of World Bible School. 
WBS is a worldwide network of Christians teaching the 
Gospel with printed and Web-based Bible lessons.

e
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World
Bible

School

How do you decide where to give?

With WBS, we believed 

our gift would make the 

greatest impact.

W
hat a joy to visit with people 
who want to see the Great 
Commission fulfilled! And 

that’s my job! All of us do that here at 
World Bible School. What a blessing.

I was recently joined by John Reese 
and his wife, Beth, to visit a couple who 
had been long-time supporters of WBS. 
But their latest gift was exceptional: 
they had sold some real estate and 
given a portion of the proceeds to WBS. 
During our visit, we posed the inevitable 
question:“Why did you decide on WBS 
as the beneficiary of such a significant 
gift?” From their reply, it was obvious 
that the decision process had involved 
both careful prayer and careful analysis. 
There was almost a scientific precision 
to it—not surprising given the head of 
household’s engineering career! The 
answer to us was, in 
essence, this: 

We had narrowed 
the list down to three 
favorite ministries that 
we’ve supported for a number of years. 
We thought about dividing our gift three 
ways, an equal portion to each ministry. 

Then we carefully 
considered it.

One ministry 
is very 
popular, but 
the audience 
it benefits is 
mainly members 
of the church. We 
value outreach to 
new people, so we 
took it off the list. 
A second ministry 
was indeed giving 
people access 
to the Christian 
message. But it 
was an indirect 
approach, and it 
was hard to know if the ministry was truly 

effective. So we took 
that one off the list.

That left World Bible 
School. We felt good 
about WBS because 

it involves direct teaching of the Gospel 
and it involves everyday Christians in the 
process. And, of course, everyone knows 

that WBS produces profound results. 

Ultimately, our decision was easy: 
with WBS, we believed our gift would 
make the greatest impact by sharing the 
Good News of Jesus.

What a great message to like-
minded Christians! During 2013, as you 
consider how your charitable giving 
can truly make an impact, consider 
partnering with WBS with generous 
giving. Your gift—large or small—will 
ensure that truth-seekers will learn the 
Truth of the Bible and receive its 
blessings for themselves.
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My primary gift information is on the back of this form.

o HONOR GIFT

o MEMORIAL GIFT    

Memorial Gifts and Honor 

Gifts are ideal ways to pay 

tribute to a loved one’s legacy or 

special occasions. At the same time, 

your gift will be used to “teach the 

Word and reach the world” with WBS. 

For: Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. _________________________________________

City_____________________________________ State ________

    o Birthday o Anniversary   

o Illness     o Friendship o Other _______________

Please send a letter of acknowledgement to:

Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. ____________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

City ________________________ State _____ Zip ________

Relationship to Honoree _______________________________

Memorial & Honor Gifts

In Honor of...
Frank & Glyn Bartlett, 

Christmas

Van & Melissa Massey

Larry Doyle, Christmas

Judy Kingston

Nancy Gotshaw

Russell & Loraine Mabry

Bill & Odene Graham

Martha Corbin

Robbie Kate Grimsley, 

Christmas

Gail McInnis

Mrs. J. T. Hestle, Jr.

Tim & Marcia Hestle
Moody & Harriet 
Barrentine

Theda Dennington, 

Christmas

Roger & Katharine 
Dennington

John W. Mabry

Russell & Loraine Mabry

Mr. & Mrs. Max Mayes, 

Christmas

Bob & Carol Fenley

Ellen Morrow

Bob Morrow

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Varcoe, 

Christmas

Clara Varcoe

Anniversary
Gary & Pat Estep’s 50th

Don & Virginia Worten

Mora R. McGill

James McGill

Tom & Debbie Robbins

Debora Robbins

Birthday
Barry & Lisa Arndt

Bill & Karen Quigley

Dawn Addington

Linda Graham

Mr. & Mrs. W.E. Cullers

Sherrell & Sandra Speer

Brad & Sandra Dodd

Doris Dodd

Jim Dultmeier

Doris Dodd

Peggy Harrison

Jesse & Virginia Phillips

Robin Kysar

Charles Fischer

Mack Lyon’s 91st

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Hale

Melba Poteet

Marla & Ron Roberts

Laura Walker’s 90th

Albert & Diane Hahn

Jeanne Williams

Toye Bengston

Christian Service
Mr. & Mrs. James 

Byars

Albert & Glynatta Richie

Isaac Daye

Richard & Sylvia Badis

Sarah Faulkner

Russell & Loraine Mabry

Mr. & Mrs. Paul 

Methvin

George & Beverly Brian

Bert Morphis

Fred & Lucille 
Trompeter

Suzanne Muncy

Russell & Loraine Mabry

Ron & Susan Pottberg

Mr. & Mrs. Snub Liles

Liz Schuster

Art & Laquita Searles

Lonnie Spurlock

Ruth Ann Toland

Leslie Weeks

Jean Terry

Family
Mrs. Teeny Jones

Patrick & Carollyn Jones 

Doug & Cora Beal 

Shields

Doug & Becky Shields

Bob & Clydine Waid

Brad & Carol Clark

Friendship
Jim & Carolyn Benskin

Paula Lara

Jim Corner

Bob Morrow

Kathy Esquerra

Art & Laquita Searles

Mr. & Mrs. Wendell 

Ferguson

Jack & Betty Grant

Mr. & Mrs. Bud Ferrell

Art & Laquita Searles

Boodie & Carol Fox

Troy Bowman

Mr. & Mrs. Darwin 

Kolle

William & Mary Smyth

Kevin Rhodes

David Bulls

Mr. & Mrs. George 

Steuber

Art & Laquita Searles

Jean Terry

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice 
Hinchliffe

Illness- Accident
Connor Mobley

Carl & Frankie Mitchell

Barbara Williams

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne 
Christopher

In Memory of...
Mabell Allen

Martha Hodges

Bill Amason

Barbara Kee

Chester Barnes

Marla & Ron Roberts

Joel E. Bearden

Howard & Betty Poteet

Bob Bennet

Dean & Nelda Stewart

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Benson

Carmon & Doris Grant

Roy Blair

Mary Pike

John P. Booth

Kay Oakley

Fern Britton

Anita May

Fabian & Maria Bruno

Leo & Joy Villanueva

Joe L. Cannon

WBS Staff
John & Beth Reese
Fred & Brenda Heath
Larry McKenzie
Carl & Frankie Mitchell
Chuck & Judy Gentry
Oleta Paden

Mrs. Guy Caskey

Mr. & Mrs. John 
Padermos

Jerry Ann Cotham 

Combs

Larry & Rita Combs

Elizabeth Cook

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Hill

Joe Dareing

Nelson & Jean Starr

Charlotte Ann Davis

Douglas Degge

Frank Davis

Hollis & Nancy Tackitt

Bill Dees

Paula & Lynn Leverett

June Dorrell

Earl Dorrell

Harlan Dudley

Mr. & Mrs. Charles 
Haslam

Luther & Irene East

Irene G. Webb

Ernest Emerson

Ina Emerson

Paul Faber

Alice Jean Coplan

Joseph Freeman Fish

Gayle Rogers

Thednel Garner

Fayetta Murray

John H. Gereaue

Gerrie & Charlie 
Halbrook-Rutledge

Anne Gibbs

W.A. Gibbs

Stewart Gillespie

JoAnn Templeton

Lucille Glaze

Paula & Lynn Leverett

Sam Gorman

Charles E. Butler
Family members of 
Westside coC

Jett Green

Dee & Audra Martin

April Allen Gunter

Sterling & Rebecca 
Allen

Dorothy Haggerty

Donald Haggerty

Kerry Hall

Nancy McGill

Nellie Hahn

Laura C. Dacus

Jane Hallman
Mitch & Kris Newlin
Mark & Michelle Bills
LaDanta Kowis
Randy & Janice Stroud
Jason & Elizabeth 
Stroud
Brianne & Chris 
Holcomb
Bobbie Christian
Jack & Barbara Baird

Ruddie & Gladys 

Havens

Rudine Vickery
Gary Pratt

Margaret Ann 

Hawkins

C.M. & Mary Cogburn

Mrs. Billie Henry

Eugene M. Henry

Betty Herzing

Sara Porter

Jack Hicks

Iva Lee Barton

Walter Hill

Iva Hill

Irene Hoffpauir

Floyd and Sandra 
Vanderford

Bill Holsey

Lanelle Howard

Patricia Howell

Rick Massie

G. Robin Hunter
Betty Sue Hunter
Lorraine Cornelison
John Cooper
Pam Allen
Arlene Yeh

McKenzie Jett

Etha Carr
Lynda Holbert

Pat Jones

Ron & Marla Roberts

Howard & Annette 

Kelley

Judy Thomson

Midge Kendrick

Buddy & Latrelle Kirk

Archie Kennard

Billy & Lynda Terrell

Mary Knowles

Carl & Frankie Mitchell

Iris Knox

Gerald & Billie Brasher

Kathy Lawhon

Bob & Anna Brewer

Virgil Lawyer

Paul & Mary Gardner
Carl & Frankie Mitchell

Duane Lewis

Don Godwin

June Lewter

Dr. & Mrs. Gary 
Norsworthy

Eleanor Locke

Joyce & James 
Forgason

Jimmie Lovell

Chuck Cromwell

Iva McAllister

Juanita Burks

Tommy Glynn McLoud

Frank & Jane Barksdale
Lucille McClung

Tom & Frances Pearce

James T. McGuire

Fred & Brenda Heath
Bill & Mickie Kennedy

Stephen Mobley

Carl & Frankie Mitchell

Mrs. Billie Moore

Gary & Lonna Griffin
Mr. & Mrs. Gorman 

Osburn

Allen & Nancy Banta

Frank S. Paramore

Dail Paramore

Alvin F. Parker

Irene Parker

Kay Parrish

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Roberts

Dennis Parsons

Mary L. Parsons

Elaine W. Perrin

Carl & Frankie Mitchell

Mrs. John Petty

Dr. & Mrs. Jimmy 
McNeil

Ruth Pritchard

G.A. Capps & Marla

Elois Pruitt

Jimmie & Brenda Terrell

Amos Rall

Gary & Lonna Griffin
Buddy & Margie 
Foreman
Watson Truck & Supply
Mark & Roxanne Jelinek
Fred & Brenda Heath
Bill & Karen Staggs
 Mary Haun

Leo Richardson

Marvin & Carol Hinrichs

Mabel Robarts

Emily & Michael Drape

J.B. Robertson, Sr.

Rita Gilmore

Dorothy Russell

Dorothy Chrisner

June Sanders (2)

Benny Sanders

Malachi Schaefer

Ray & Jane Thompson

Betta Schrade

Sam & Paula Epperson

Heneretta Scott

Barry & Pat Villines

Hope Sears

J.D. & Cayce Myers

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. 

Simmons

Patsy Morris

Bill Smith

Bill & Mickie Kennedy
John & Beth Reese
Fred & Brenda Heath
Chuck & Judy Gentry
Carl & Frankie Mitchell

Dr. Bob Smith

Velma Lu Bright

Reba Sorrells

Rachel Huff

Marjorie Souders

Robert Souders

Margie Stephenson

Gary & Pam 
Stephenson

Mattie Taylor

Kenneth & Barbara 
Davis

Rose Taylor

Charles & Carol Reed

Betty Terrill

John & Beth Reese
Joe & Paula Burnett
Mr. & Mrs. Dana Hassell

Lois Tiner

Floyd & Sandra 
Vanderford

Bob Trousdale

Jerry Trousdale

Tom Turney

J. Ray & Ruth Anne 
Toland
Heber Springs coC 
Ladies Tuesday Class
Neil & Carolyn 
Summers

Barbara Vance

Peggy Gill

Joann Walker

Robert L. Walker

Howard L. Ward

Sylvia Ward

James S. Warren

Jane Dawkins

Dorothy Wilkerson

Ron & Marla Roberts

Sidney Williams

Kay Ricketson

Dottie Wingfield
G.A. Capps & Marla 
Capps Roberts

Anne Woodward

Fay Harrell

Joe H. Wooton

Mary G. Wooton



his area. Could I drop by and meet him at his place? 

He hesitated, but answered, “OK” and gave me his 

address. I was still suspicious. So the next morning I 

traveled 45 minutes across HCM City and arrived in 

his vicinity early. 

I asked his neighbor, “I need to meet the official 

whose name is Tan; is he home yet?” I just wanted to 

see the reaction. 

The neighbor said, “You are mistaken. This man 

is not an official. I know him well. He is not at home 

yet.” I was finally reassured.

 I went to a coffee shop nearby and waited. Later, 

I showed up at his place. He welcomed me into 

his home. As we talked, he revealed to me that his 

denomination and his parents had excluded him 

since 2007 because he dared to question the priest. 

He wanted to look for the church that teaches the 

truth. He finally found a protestant church, but they 

didn’t teach according to the Bible. He left that church 

and decided not to go to any church. 

 He read the Bible every day and prayed that God 

would guide him to the truth. He sought the true 

church through the Internet every day. There were 

many denominations, but he was not pleased with 

them either. On June 2012, he finally met World Bible 

School online. Tom’s friend taught him via Internet, 

then referred him to Tom, who referred him to me. Tan 

and I discussed for three hours without noticing the 

time passing. When I invited him to church, he first 

asked me a list of questions. My answers were Bible-

based, which satisfied him. 

He explained, “I made 

mistakes twice. I don’t 

want to make a mistake 

again. I am so glad to 

meet you. I prayed to 

God for years and years. 

I am happy now to find 

a church that teaches 

according to the Bible. I 

will see you on Sunday.”

 Tan came to our 

assembly despite 

torrential rain. He said, 

“[My] shoes and shirt are wet, but I feel so warm in 

the house of the Lord.” 

Later, after the crowd was dismissed, Tan came 

to me and said, “I wasn’t baptized correctly before. 

My conscience bothers me so much. I need to be 

re-baptized. Is it possible?” After further 

discussions, he was baptized into Christ.

5

Editor’s note: 2013 Marks the 40th 

year since the name “World Bible School” 

appeared in Jimmie Lovell’s periodical 

Action. The year of that naming is an exact 

marker for an anniversary. It is also modest. For the method—many 

members using Bible correspondence worldwide—had been active 

long before its special designation in 1973. What Jimmie wrote in 1973 

demonstrates the long history and the fervent passion leading up to the 

official naming of World Bible School.

Jimmie Lovell in Action, January-February, 1973: 
I made up the first Bible correspondence course I ever saw—47 

years ago in Denver, Col. The idea has been heavy upon my heart ever 
since. It has proved to be the most efficient, economical and fruitful tool 

of the foreign worker in reaching souls. I 
would estimate that among our some 300 
evangelists in other nations, about half of 
them specialize in this means of reaching 
the unsaved. It has been a long, patient 
and difficult procedure but the reward in 
souls is numbered by the thousands who 
have been converted. The great majority 
of churches started in other lands is a 

result of Bible correspondence work. Let me give you one example.
During the last World War, Gordon Turner was preaching for the 

Lawrence Avenue church in Nashville. He had prepared a Bible course 
for those in the military but needed help in printing. We had raised 
some money to start a youth magazine but the government would not 
allocate us the paper, so we decided to join Gordon in his work. Gordon 
Turner also sent the Bible lessons to a Nigerian, C.A.O. Essien. Before 
any worker from America ever set foot in Nigeria, this great man had 
baptized over 10,000 and started many churches—we have some 
75,000 members there today all due to the “power that worketh within 
us.” Who knows what you can do if you try? 

A large majority of the churches in other lands have been started by 
Bible correspondence. We estimate that we have enrolled over 450,000 
persons, and far more non-Christian persons are being converted by 
a handful of missionaries than is done by our some 10,000 preachers 
here at home with all of our beautiful buildings, best brains in elderships 
and teaching talent in our Sunday school rooms. I want every one of 
you to think soberly about this fact and keep the whole idea squarely 
before the church where you worship. Unless we here at home go to the 
lost instead of expecting them to come to us, their blood will be on our 
hands, and if this is not the truth, the Bible is not truth.

I could write so much on what we are doing in so many nations 
and the whole thing is growing so fast that we are unable to supply 
the lessons. It is so beyond anything we ever experienced that we 
cannot even adjust our thinking on it.

Every person has 

more right to hear 

the Gospel once 

than for another to 

hear it twice.

Celebrating

40 Years Plus

Vietnam now (from page 2)

He read the Bible 

every day and 

prayed that God 

would guide him 

to the truth. He 

sought the true 

church through 

the Internet

every day. 
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T  psforTeachers!
To Get New WBS Postal Students
Are you looking to augment your existing WBS postal teaching program with new postal 

students, perhaps from a country you haven’t taught in before? Here’s a new and easy 
way to find them. Every day people from many different countries sign up on the World Bible 
School website to be WBS postal students. Any postal teacher who has registered on the 
website can find and claim these postal students.  

To register, go to www.worldbibleschool.net/teachers and follow the instructions. If you plan to 
use the website only to find and claim postal students, please tell us that in the «Comments» field 
on the registration form. After you register, we will send you an email with instructions on how to 
log in to the teaching website, www.worldbibleschool.org. At this site, go to the “Student Board” 
tab. Click on “postal students” at the top of the list to see current postal students waiting for a 
teacher (you) to claim and teach them. These students found us by Internet but asked for 
paper lessons. If you claim them, please be prompt in sending lessons to them.

The WBS Postal Service Center 
in Malawi has a new address.  

For your students in Malawi, please 
use the following return address in 
the red Study Helper box starting 
immediately:

TEACHER NAME AND CODE NUMBER

WORLD BIBLE SCHOOL

PRIVATE BAG #3

ZOMBA, MALAWI

You may, however, use up any 
remaining BRM envelopes which have 
the old Thondwe address, since the 
Zomba postmaster has assured us that 
all WBS mail, which is already being 
sorted in Zomba, will be intercepted 
there and forwarded to the new 
Zomba address instead.

By D.J. Smith, a WBS Internet Coordinator

Being a WBS teacher is amazing! I’ve got 
a ton of students and absolutely love 

working with each of them. I’m thrilled to 
actually feel like a solid tool for the Lord!

It’s so easy. I first thought I’d take five Web 
students. But it grew to 10, then 20, and now 
it’s over 80 students—literally all over the 
world. It’s borderline 
addicting! But no one 
should have to wait 
to hear the Good 
News and I gladly 
teach them with 
WBS.

Not all students 
keep going like I 
would hope, but 
a lot of them do. 
And I’m developing 
very interesting relationships with my WBS 
students.

• One is a Muslim named Nasr who at 
one point I thought was trying to convert 
me! I’m getting some good resources for 
talking to a Muslim, so I’m really learning 
something new.

• An American shared that he is a 
recovering alcoholic and that he struggles 

being motivated to read the Bible and get 
closer to God.

• I had an out-of-work farmer in Norway 
with no Bible who asked for one. I know I 
can work with WBS to get him one of his 
own.

• An African told me how he’s now out of 
a religious cult and how he had to flee 

his country because 
they wanted to kill 
him.
• I get messages all 
the time from men 
and women all over 
the world thanking 
me for taking a 
spiritual interest in 
them.

The magnitude of 
this is HUGE. WBS 

can significantly impact the world for the Lord. 
If I—a 39-year-old, fully employed husband 
and father—can teach over 80 students, 
think of what 100 more people at my church 
[Concord Road church, Nashville] can do.

I’m so humbled and honored to use WBS 
as a tool to reach others. My other deacon 
friend and I can’t wait to get our church 
on board in full force. 

D.J. and Kathy Smith and Katie and Brian Cooper, 

WBS coordinators at Concord

Students Are Waiting now...

This shot from our Web teaching site was 
taken just as this sentence was being 

written. It indicates that 76 Web students—
like Wayde in South Africa—who are waiting 
to have a WBS Web teacher claim them. 
They have been waiting for just one minute to 
over 24 hours. 

Willl you share Jesus as a WBS Web 
teacher? Register at www.worldbibleschool.

net/teach. Claiming five students will take 
you only a few minutes each week. But why 
should eager souls wait any longer for 
the Bible? 



Susana at the age of 28, and this year also 

clocked my 30 years in a married life. We 

are blessed with three children: Patience, 

Mercy and Samuel.

The work of evangelism is still 

progressing and has been yielding fruitful 

results… not only 

preaching in a particular 

congregation but also 

evangelizing within my 

vicinities, from one city 

to another. My decision 

is to do the work of Lord 

and finish it. I pray that 

strong health will be available to me, so that 

my strong will in Christ will ever be 

accomplished.

were restored and one new congregation 

was established during that first week. 

The second week our center of 

operations was in Kumasi, capital of 

Ashanti Region. In this city of nearly two 

million, we baptized 161 precious souls 

into Christ. Our campaign efforts resulted 

in a total of 246 conversions.  

Working together with the wonderful 

people of Ghana, God was glorified.  We 

have every confidence the local brethren 

will welcome these new babes in Christ 

into their loving church families and 

nurture them to spiritual maturity.
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By Joel Coppinger

M
y father Jake Coppinger launched 

World Bible School campaigns 

to Africa in 1979. Today, similar 

efforts are as fruitful as ever. What a joy 

it was to be met at the airport in Accra, 

Ghana, by loved ones with whom we 

personally have labored the last seven years 

in WBS campaigns. The Ghanaian brethren 

planned well and had prospects waiting at 

almost every stop. The church members in 

the area brought their friends and family to 

study with us.

We worked the first week in the 

Mankissim area near the Bay of Guinea off 

the Atlantic Ocean. We taught in private 

and public schools, in church buildings and 

under trees. Eighty-five were baptized, six 

Greg Grounds, Jeannine Rucker, Joel Coppinger, 

Pat Coppinger and Larry Goodin

Baptisms in Ghana

By Raymond Onwumere

M
y beloved 

in Christ: 

Greetings from 

my family to all in your 

home; hoping this will 

reach you in good health 

as you strive for the hope of our calling.

Sometimes we take off at least a day in 

each year to thank God for His goodness 

in our lives. To me Saturday last week was 

very special as, by the clock, I turned 58 

years old. My second daughter Mercy was 

the first caller that Saturday morning. She 

woke me up with a joyful song: “Happy 

birthday to you.” After the song, she asked 

me with the same tune, “How old are you 

Younger Than My Birthday
now?” Then I replied with the same tune, “I 

am 58 years.” It was all joyful that Saturday 

morning as we sang and prayed together.

My 58 years on earth was exactly my 

38 years in Christ because I was converted 

by Vernal McCall, a World Bible School 

teacher, when I was 20 

years old in 1974. Vernal 

turned 102 years in July 

2012.

Often people tell me 

that I look younger than 

my age. I tell them, “Yes, 

because 20 years of my 

old life in the world must be subtracted 

from my entire 58 years so that I will look 

38 years younger.” I married my wife, 

My decision is to do the 

work of Lord. I pray that 

strong health will be 

available to me.

Divine Intervention (from page 2)

Christ. In our Bible studies, my questions 

were answered from the Bible—Scriptures 

I never even knew existed! Scriptures 

showing the necessity of baptism by 

immersion were most eye-opening. (We 

never got past the 

Gospels in the 

Church of England.)

I was baptized 

December 22, 

1986, and I am 

forever grateful 

to WBS. It was 

indeed a blessing 

that WBS had these 

lessons available 

for FREE! I lived in 

Jamaica all my life 

and had never heard 

of the church of Christ. 

After putting on Christ in baptism, I 

worshipped with the Patrick City church 

for six years; then with the Wiesbaden 

church in Germany for five years; then with 

the Flatlands church in Brooklyn, NY, for 

seven years; and currently here in Orlando 

with the Southside church of Christ. God 

has blessed me along the way. My motto is, 

“No day is a good day for Christians 

to have a bad day.” 

I am forever 

grateful to 

WBS.

It was indeed 

a blessing 

that WBS 

had lessons 

available for 

FREE!



it is so affordable to find Spanish-speaking 

seekers, we are overwhelmed with Spanish-

speaking students on only a few dollars per 

day of advertising. If you speak Spanish, 

please sign up and take a student. If you know 

a Christian who speaks Spanish, please tell 

them about this need.

Lastly, I want to leave you with some 

words from Rolando Guerroro, our brother 

from Santo Domingo who is teaching using 

www.escuelabiblicamundial.org:

“I am writing to tell you that the EBM web 

program is incredible. I am amazed at the 

excellent work done. It’s a complete success 

and it is very easy and fast.”

We need web teachers now! Sign up 

to teach Spanish or English here: www.

worldbibleschool.net/register.
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Upcoming with WBS...

By Kristi Bond

W
orld Bible School is 

pleased to announce 

the public launch of 

www.escuelabiblicamundial.

org. The site is exactly the 

same as our very successful 

www.worldbibleschool.org 

site. The only difference is that 

everything is in Spanish. This 

means that Spanish-speaking 

seekers can study the Bible with 

Spanish-speaking Christians. No 

English is necessary.

Since October 2012 when the site 

became active, we have been hard at work 

promoting it, both for students 

and teachers. In November 

we unveiled it at the Pan 

American Lectureship in the 

Dominican Republic. While 

in Santo Domingo, we met 

with 36 Christian leaders from 

the area to talk about Escuela 

Bíblica Mundial (EBM). We 

showed them the simplicity and 

user-friendliness of this new 

teaching method. Since then ten 

Christians from Santo Domingo 

have signed up to become teachers and taken 

Spanish-speaking students. Most of these 

teachers do not speak or read any English.

When WBS 

advertises on the 

Internet, in Spanish, 

targeting Spanish-

speaking Latin 

America, we pay a 

mere $.17 for every 

new student we 

register. Because 

Meeting in the Dominican Republic

Kristi Bond, Jonathan 

Towell and Rolando 

Guerrero in Santo 

Domingo

Language Website   Location  Cost per
        student

English worldbibleschool.org  USA  $3.00

English worldbibleschool.org  Africa  $1.25
Spanish escuelabiblicamundial.org Latin America $ .17
Spanish escuelabiblicamundial.org Dominican  $ .92
     Republic


