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By John Reese

any modern
enterprises
display their

“mission statement”—

a clear and concise

expression of purpose.
For example, the Internet company Google
aims “to organize the world’s information
and make it universally accessible and
useful.” Such a universal reach may sound
overly ambitious. But it makes more sense
in the light of Google’s unimaginable
strides through modern technology.

In October 2008, during intensive
strategic planning for World Bible
School, we formulated
the following Mission
Statement: “To share
Jesus with the world’s
lost by motivating and
equipping a global network of Christians to
use interactive Bible studies effectively.”

This mission statement’s scope might
seem grandiose, too. But God is so great
that the globe is tiny in His mighty palm.
Already, He has given giant strides for
WBS through many everyday members—
a truly “global network.” Now, throw into
the providential mix the world-shrinking
developments on which Google depends.

Mission Statement: “To
share Jesus with the
world’s lost...”

The result is so significant that WBS
Technology is 2009’s special emphasis.

Aftertwo years of intensive preparation
and investment, we are ready to announce
an entirely new generation of delivery and
interaction for Bible teaching through
WBS Internet and related tools. Watch as
Action! unveils dimension after dimension
in 2009. Marvelous as each module is,
not one is about ‘wowing’ anyone. Each
is about fulfilling the mission. This is
also true for technologies we develop to
enhance postal teaching, which remains
by far our greatest outreach.

People from virtually every nation
enroll for WBS courses through search
engines such as Google
and Yahoo, hence our
catch-phrase “Yahoo to
Yahweh.” Now notice,
onpage 2, which nation
has stayed well in the lead—even before
we launch new broadband offerings for
sophisticated societies. This great nation
adds to the excitement unfolding for
2009. Since you will want every issue,
subscribe now to receive Action! at your
home address, and enroll your friends and
church leaders. Please fulfill your personal
part in this “global network” for a | %
mission that truly matters. Lad 5
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WBYS’ Visian

e at World Bible School get to
experience the transformation of
the world before our very eyes.

Actually, we should say, “transformation of
the world map.” In downtown Abilene, Texas,
our WBS office has monitors that display
maps of the entire world. On the screens, lights
flash up in location after location, showing
where people are enrolling on-line for WBS
courses at that moment, that is, in nearly real

Transforming the world through God’s
disciples with the (Good News of Jesus.

time. How fascinating to watch this flashing,
moving, ever-refreshing display, realizing that
each light reflects a seeking soul in the process
of finding! There, in Saudi Arabia, is another
person becoming a Bible student. There, in
China, is another. And there in Singapore...
Australia... Peru... Fiji... Italy... Canada...
Gabon... flash after flash, place after place,
literally worldwide! Most fascinating is where
the sparks keep clustering. North America

lights up most consistently, specifically across
the United States. This American pattern
emerged some time ago, and has led in
shaping our strategies. The extra resources for
new developments necessarily limited Internet
advertising in 2008. Nevertheless, during that
year, significant numbers continued to flow
in. Here, in ranked order, are the top enrolling
countries for 2008. These figures prove the
potential that we plan to realize.
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Top Nations for WBS Internet

his chart shows the top nations that enrolled during 2008 via the
Web for World Bible School courses. Enrollees choose whether to
have their Bible lessons sent by electronic means or by postal means.
The number selecting each is about equal for most nations, including

United States....................
Nigeria..........
South Africa

Enrollments

the U.S.A. Asian nations tend to be slightly more weighted toward
electronic delivery, and African nations toward postal. The 2008
statistics are similar to 2007 as advertising remained limited due to the
heavy demands of developing new delivery systems for Internet and
related technologies. With your help in covering costs, we anticipate
much more Internet advertising in 2009.
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Worldwide Internet Access
Internet access continues to grow around the
world. But much of the under-developed
world still lags the industrialized world.
According to www.internetworldstats.com:

North America..........ccoccvvvnnes 74%
Oceania/Australia .... ....60%
Europe......ccooueeens .. 43%
Latin America. ... 28%
Middle East.... .21%
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WBS’ Missien

hat makes World Bible School
unique? YOU! As best we can
discover, no other religious

group in the world has an equivalent to
WBS. True, many groups offer literature
and Internet lessons. But the pool of
teachers makes the difference. Typical
groups depend on their denominational

To share Jesus with the world's lost by motivating
and equipping a global network of Christians

to use interactive Bible studies effectively.

offices, which have inherent limits
depending on their staff sizes and
budgets. But churches of Christ use a
different model. YOU, the everyday
member, make up the ever-expandable
teacher and follow-up pool—a veritable
“global network”! The WBS method and
lessons are simple enough that virtually

Above & Beyond

by Kevin Rhodes

Vision...to see waaay out there.

y family recently visited an observatory while on vacation. Gigantic

telescopes—among the largest in the world—peer into the deep, eerie,
limitless space beyond us. We looked through some of them, too. But, alas, that
day was just “partly-cloudy” enough to obscure our vision.

As I consider WBS’ verbalized vision
(quoted on page 2), I think about those
huge telescopes. They are wonderfully
designed—amazingly simple and
dizzyingly complex at the same time.
They let us see so much, so far. Yet they
are apparently just scratching the surface
of our God’s breathtaking universe.

Our WBS vision seems similar. We
attest that it is far-reaching. Way out there.
But we realize that our efforts to fulfill
it just barely scratch the surface of our God’s breathtaking vision for this world
of His. We feel even more inadequate when we watch economic clouds pass
overhead that conspire to dim our vision.

We pray that our WBS vision fulfills God’s own vision. For God will prevail. We
trust that the funding will be there for what God has called us to do. Thank you for
your generous partnership in the Gospel with WBS throughout this new year.

any member can participate. This applies
the Great Commission principle which
involves every member in sharing Jesus
with the world’s lost. We at WBS educate
and motivate so that more members
like YOU realize the potential at their
fingertips. We equip members like YOU
with all three types of interactive Bible
studies: postal, electronic and face-to-face.
Here is a proven way to impact your own
region and to reach effectively “into all
the world.” Make the most of your | 7% E
opportunity—it truly is unique! Lad
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The Great
Challenge

By Tex Williams

ne of the most challenging
()Scriptures in the Bible is found

in Mark 16:15. Before Jesus
ascended into heaven, He said, “Go into
all the world and preach the Good News
to all creation.” Looking at a map of the
world, we can see what a tremendous
responsibility the Lord has given His
people. The task belongs to all Christians,

rid Missi

even though not every person can leave
their homeland for the Gospel.

There are many ways that Christians
can have a part in fulfilling the
commission to go into all the world.
For example, every Christian home
should have a map of the world on view.
Special prayers could be offered on
behalf of various nations, and especially
for the evangelism of those nations.
Paul confirmed such when he wrote in
Colossians 4:2-3, “Devote yourselves
to prayer, being watchful and thankful.
And pray for us too, that God may open
a door for our message, so that we may
proclaim the mystery of Chri st...”

11

Christians can also impact the world
through efforts such as World Bible
School. There is a hunger for Good News
in many parts of the world. Using postal
and Internet systems, WBS has opened
thousands and thousands of hearts to
an understanding of the Gospel. Many
congregations have been established.
WBS courses have been translated into
other languages and the Gospel continues
to spread. But much more needs to be
done. Become involved in WBS. Teach
lessons or support the program financially
and in prayer. There is a world to be won
for Christ and every Christian should play
a part in some way.

Nation

& Zimbabwe
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Top Nations for Postal WBS

his chart shows the top nations that enrolled during 2008 for printed
courses through the World Bible School office in Cedar Park, Texas. These
enrollees chose to study by mail. They are recruited by many methods, including

Enrollments at Cedar Park

personal contact, Internet, radio, television, paper advertising, campaigns, and
even referral overflows. WBS teachers receive many more enrollments than our
office, as conservatively reflected by an estimate in the last column. Enrollments
through other offices and other languages are not shown here, meaning that
worldwide enrollments are actually higher than shown in this limited chart.

Total
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An Example of
Receptivity

hree years ago, JoJo and Janet Ramos

became Christians through World Bible
School and the diligent members in Baguio
in the Philippines. The Ramos family
desperately wanted the Lord’s church started
in their hometown of Bokod. This village was
completely dominated by a folk Catholicism
that still uses animal sacrifices. They asked
me to come and teach. I promised to come
if they would get something started first.
JoJo began by inviting Christian doctors and
a dentist to help Bokod with medical and
dental services. He then gave out invitations
for a ladies’ lectureship to be held.

Prissy Sellers and [ were met at Manila
airport by JoJo’s driver who took us the
six hours to Baguio, then two hours over
beautiful mountains, rivers and waterfalls
to Bokod. Ron Potterberg had gone a few
days earlier, preparing for our coming and
enrolling many students. He and the previous
medical mission opened up many doors.

JoJo’s great-grandfather had built much
of the town. Every morning we climbed the
mountains to invite people and to have Bible

Robert Sabongan was the first WBS student
to be baptized by JoJo Ramos.

studies. One young mother received the first
Bible she ever owned.

She cried and said, “I was always told not
to read the Bible, that I could not understand
it and the priests would tell me all I needed
to know. After reading the Bible, [ see how
simple it is to understand.”

Ia Bokod Catholic school, 200 students
study WBS lessons. (Ruth Orr is in front.)

One morning a school principal saw us
with our WBS shirts and invited us in. He
introduced us to the entire student body. They
gave us a standing ovation. That afternoon,
25 students brought their answers to the
Introduction Lesson. Even the principal
signed up to study.

JoJo Ramos baptizes Cosme Galasgas, 89.

Our ladies’ lectureship was well attended.
Men from Baguio are teaching the men. The
village “head” was 89 years old. He came
with his wife to study. He remembered the
village’s first Catholic service 75 years
before. It took several Bible studies for him
to realize the nature of Christianity has no
need for animal sacrifices. He cried as he
thanked God. He witnessed the first worship
service of the Lord’s church in Bokod, with
89 attending. The church began on November
9, 2008. So far 14 have been baptized,
and more are expected as the Midtown
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congregation in Baguio makes regular visits.
As JoJo so proudly said, “Thank you |7
Lord, there is no turning back now.” |k

An Example of
Networking

By Mark Thiesen

id you know that Namikango Bible
School plays an active role in the
ministry of World Bible School in Malawi?

|"

Davis Sauka sorts lessons to send to the
WBS office in Cedar Park.

We handle the mail that is sent to teachers
in the U.S. by the many thousands of WBS
students across Malawi. Because of the high
cost of postage for letters to the US, students
send their courses to us at a lower domestic
rate. Davis Sauka sorts through the tens of
thousands of lessons and sends them back
to the WBS office in Cedar Park, TX, where
they are then distributed to teachers across
the country for grading.

Davis has worked with us at Namikango
for about a year and we have been impressed
with this young man’s hard work and passion
for lost souls. When he is caught up with his
office duties, he makes trips throughout this
area of the country to follow up on interested
students.

Recently, Ron Pottberg, WBS V.P. for
International Relations, visited. Ron helped
us strategize to increase the numbers of
those we can reach and make our efforts
more productive. Before he left, Ron
loaded his suitcases with mail for |7
American teachers. = I
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otice about BRM for Sierra

Leone: Teachers, please be aware

that the initial cost to purchase the
Business Reply Mail (BRM) envelopes
for Sierra Leone is five cents each. When
the student returns lesson answers in the
BRM envelope to the Service Center, the
billing cost will be an additional 25 cents
each. The reason we have initiated BRM
in Sierra Leone is the extreme poverty in
that nation. Many students cannot afford
the postage to return their answers. The
chance of your students returning answers
to the Service Center will be far greater
if they are provided BRM envelopes. We
can help in explaining the BRM dynamics
to your budget committee. Experience
suggests that student retention will
improve by 30% or more. Think about
the high cost of sending lessons that never
see returns. Compared with that loss, a
measurable success rate turns the BRM

‘¥ps forTeachers!

into abargain. WBS
remains one of the
most cost-effective
methods anywhere.
More than that,
when a few cents flag of Sierra Leone
spent on BRM can help a student get far
enough to obey the Gospel, the result is
both priceless and eternal.

otice about stamps: Harry

Cybulski (2040 Walden Ct., Flint,

MI 48532-2421) still collects
and saves both U.S. and foreign stamps
on behalf of WBS. He collects and sorts
the stamps, puts them into packets, and
sells them to stamp collectors and then
sends the proceeds to WBS. Please save
your stamps and forward them to him for
this special commitment he has made on
behalf of WBS. Harry, many thanks to
you for many years of this service.

Honor/Memorial
Contributors List

In Honor of...... Mae Jackson’s 100™
Bill & Gene Carter

Anniversary Mrs. Brents Mathis
Bill & Mary Campbell’s Juanita O. Burks
77" JoAnn Walker

Jesse & Mary Colbert Ivan & Latrelle Kirk
Mr. & Mrs. J.P.
Coppinger’s 72" Friendship

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Coppinger ~ Ken & Ann Bolden
Kelvin & Kathy Hoover’s Scott Nelson
25t David & Mona Coleman

Ron & Susan Pottberg
Jim & Linda Corner
Bill & Eleanor Carman

Ron & Susan Pottberg
Wes & Jamie Howe’s 58"
The Howe’s

Mr. & Mrs. J. Roy Becky Kidder’s Christian
Johnson’s 75 friendship

Mr. & Mrs. J.W. Johnson James & Donna Boyce
Rick & JoEllis McCall Phyllis Magee’s

Ellis & Vircille Owens inspiration/admiration

Gloria Way

Birthday Corbett & Trenah Marler
Shelia Chappell Keith Waldrop

Betty Chappell Mr. & Mrs. Max Mayes, at
Sherri Crow Christmas

Gerry Gressett Bob & Carol Fenley
Linda Epler Washington Mhlanga

Lydia M. Guillot William Hopper
June Gentry’s 79" Debbie Robbins

Evelyn & Robert Clark Mary A. Burnham

Clint Golden, our son Chester Sitler

Jim & Millie Golden Steven & Theresa Link
Marceline Hart, 80 Steve Turner

Lauren Hart Keith Waldrop
Royce Howard John Lee Wait, I11

Lanelle Howard Malcom R. Williams

ur World Bible School students
often express hunger for God and
His Word. A person from Indiana
applied for the WBS courses: “I am on my
walk with God. I have no Bible and no
way of studying the Lord’s Word. I heard
that you help people with their growing
faith. The Lord is working in my life and
the devil is tying to stop Him. I would
appreciate any help you can give me.
Several other people and I have started a
Bible study, but I have nothing to study or
use during this Bible study. [Please send
WBS courses.]”
In answer to a WBS discussion
question, an Arkansan wrote, “I did not

know God in past years of my life. I truly
believe God sent me to prison to get me
off drugs and alcohol and to get my mind
clear and focused on Him. I am thankful
every day for that because He loved me
enough to discipline me and correct me.
I love God for that, but I do not like it.
This place is miserable. Is that wrong to
feel that way? I know in my heart it was
the best thing. It was just a matter of time
before | OD’d or committed suicide. To my
surprise, I was very thankful and relieved
to be sent to prison. It was either this or
death. God has blessed me by sending me
to prison. I truly want with all of my heart
to change and give my life to God. I'm

By Hershel and June Walters

just afraid that I will fail again at trying
to do right. Are these feelings normal?
Could you please give me some advice?
My mind and heart are at odds over what
I should do.”

Another expressed “... a very sincere
thank you for the opportunity to learn
more about the Bible through WBS. I
am greatly anticipating future lessons. I
thank the Lord every day that there are
wonderful people out there that will take
their time to help people that do not even
know. The love of God is very wonderful
and powerful if only everyone | % I
knew about that love.” e 5



Illness
Janice Towrey
Ron & Susan Pottberg

Service
Monday John Akpakpan

Lavonne B. Scott

Paul & Gaynell Mayberry
Sibyl Coe’s fine Christian
example

Art & Laquita Searles
Dr. & Mrs. W.L.
Crabtree’s good works

Mabel Davidson
Warren & Linda Groff,
to WBS

Pleasant & Helen Mitchell
Maxine & Bernard
Howell, friends & co-
workers in Italy

Carl & Frankie Mitchell
Charles Humphreys

Jesse & Mary Colbert
Tony Hunter and his
concern for the lost

John & Lynda Walker
Sylvester Imogoh

Paul & Gaynell Mayberry
Jimmy & Shirley Jividen’s
long & fruitful ministry

Herman & Jeri Barnett
Bill McCall’s great
Christian example

Art & Laquita Searles
Mike & Kelly McIntosh,
to WBS

Pleasant & Helen Mitchell
Dennis & Toni Raesener,
to WBS

Pleasant & Helen Mitchell
Brian & Cathryan
Reagan, local evangelist &
Christian wife

Neil S. Edmundson
John & Beth Reese, in
appreciation

Mrs. Jaxie Palmer
Harold & Ann Smith’s
help with WBS

Ellis & Vircille Owens
LaRue Walden’s Christian

Honor/Memorial Contributors List

service as mother and
Bible teacher

Paul Walden
Tex & Mary Jane
Williams’ many years of
service

Foye & June Davis
Mr. & Mrs. J.C.
Withrow’s Christlike
example

Joe & Cindy Price

Other
Opal Barr, for Christmas

Kevin & Kellie Lawson
Todd & Janel Deaver and
family

Neil S. Edmundson
Kaleb & Hannah Eason,
our great-grandchildren

Vernon & Betty Midgett
Robbie Kate Grimsley, for
Christmas

Gail Mclnnis
Jesse & Kit Denison
Mullins, wedding

Ron & Susan Pottberg
Jenna Sladek, for being a
great student

Scott & Connie Sladek
Thelma Hoggatt

Dean Hoggatt

Kathy Long

OUR CHILDREN
Nancy Gotshaw
Sarah Faulkner
John & Julie Mabry

Suzanne & R.T. Muncy
Russell & Loraine Mabry

Juanita Akins

Arvil & Essie Milligan
Ray Aldridge

Kenneth & Judy Rowland
Earl C. Bordine, MD

Jesslyn J. Bordine
Charles Bouldin

Earl & Linda Warpool

Tryda Bouldin
Earl & Linda Warpool
Wynell Bradley
Joe & June Hill
Ed Brannan
Mark & Sharla DeFrere
Jackson & Dot Bradley
Eddie & Virginia Dunagan
Bill & Joyce McCurdy
Tony Marshall
Kenny & Linda Reville
Keith Waldrop
Chuck & Judy Gentry
Dorothy Chrisner
Henry & Jean Green
Sister Ruby Brewer &
family:
Barbara-Jerry, Cindy,
Jacob & Ciera,
Wayne-Jeanette, Perry,
Holly, Raphael & Gabe
Bob & Rene’ Jones
Lee Brewer
Earl & Linda Warpool
Reece M. Brooks
Jesse & Mary Colbert
Sue Broughton
Mickie Kennedy
Hazel Null Brown
Jim & Virginia Nicks
Wayne & Mary Sharp
Kathleen Bucciarelli
Gertrude Williamson
Mr. Dale Cannon
Virginia R. Cross
Marvin Carr & Lowell
Carr, our sons
Orville & Alice Carr
Georgia Cave
George & Ida Davis
Clara & Mack Choate
Gladys & J.B. West
Guy Coder
Henry & Ella Vonne West
Ruth Comley
Dot & Jackson Bradley
Ira Conner
Henry & Ella Vonne West
James Cotton
Mr. & Mrs. Clayton Pierce
Paul & Edith Larson

Brodie Crouch
Betty B. Brown
James Gordon Dixon
Sarah E. Dodson

Howard Dodd
Chuck & Judy Gentry
Bill & Mickie Kennedy
William & Diana Carriger
John & Eleanor Liu
Gilbert & Audrey
Singleton
James & Anne Coulter and
family
Barbara Holley
Lee Hamm
Jean Duncan
Henry & Jean Green
Wayne Brown
M/M Richard O’Neill
Jones Huyett Partners
Helen Gonser
Joe& Vida Walker
Bill & Freda Feleciano
Hubert H. Wulfkuhle
Tom & Sharon Lonard
Elroy R. Vitt Family

Charles Dyer
Marlene Dyer
Eldred Echols
Bessie O. Chenault
Muriel Edward
Wayne Christopher
Era Ellis
John & Dorothy Padermos
Betty Fennell
Richard & Doris Pieper
Mike Foust
Jessie B. Reynolds
Orlando Hanson
Donald & Marilyn Dahlof
Dennis Hogue
Albert & Diane Hahn
Phil Holley
Dr. & Mrs. Raymond
Henry
Audrey Humphreys
Janie Brooks
Clyde & Debbie Knox
Leon & Mary Warren
Grady & Juanita Caton
Jesse & Mary Colbert

Ken Jeffres

Richard & Elaine Gibson
Catherine Joiner

Arvil & Essie Milligan
Floy Jones

June Sampson
Jack F. Jones

Lu C. Jones
Wyatt Kirk

Pauline Kirk
Harrell Ledbetter

Mattie Wright
George Leonard

Maurice & Mary Nell

Kemper

WBS Teachers, Westside

CoC
Donald Lester

Henry & Ella Vonne West
Beverly Lewis

Lois Jeanne Wheeler
Keith Levy

Henry & Ella Vonne West
Florence Losack

Carl & Frankie Mitchell
Russ Lowe

Carl & Frankie Mitchell
Lewis Manchen

Betty L. Chapman
Gene McDaniel

Chuck & Judy Gentry

Henry & Jean Green
Matthew Metheny

Bob & Wanda Belonie
Foy Moudy

Tim & Metta Paden
James E. Moyers

Juan & Jane Garcia
Thelma Lee Nolen

Fred & Brenda Heath
Cline Paden

Tim & Metta Paden
Patsy Partin

David & Cheri Rix
Mina D. Patterson

Dorothy Capps
Bliss Payne

Chuck & Judy Gentry
Eugene Prince

Roy & Eunice Rogers

Oscar & Mala Randolph
Mildred Randolph Crow
Walter Rasco
Richard & Doris Pieper
James A. (Jimmy) Rix
David & Cheri Rix
Gilbert G. Roberts, Sr.
George Douglas Roberts
Myrna B. Roberts
Steve Roberts
Charles Rosenbaum
Ron & Susan Pottberg
Melissa Roundtree
Luanna Poole
Jack Sampson
Mrs. E.L. McCauley
June Sampson
Malachi Schaefer
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Thompson
Maxine Shelley
Bob & Marida Watlington
Bennie Alvis Stanley
Arvil & Essie Milligan
Mr. & Mrs. ML.A. Stinson
Mr. & Mrs. Truman
Stinson
Robert E. Thomas
Emily Sliger
Monty Trimble
Ed & Virginia Dunagan
Jack Vaughn
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie
Hammond
Elaine Walker
JoAnn Templeton
Mike Walle
Don & Marita Barnett
Lillis Walters, former
WBS teacher
Joe & Betty Cannon
Viola Walters
Henry & Ella Vonne West
Bubba Westbrook
Maurice & Mary Nell
Kemper
Bob Wille
Bud & Sue Hammans
Steve Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Jetton
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Thirteen years ago, we were

A continuing series one of the first Christian
of WBS facts... ministries to take advantage
of the Internet. We've seen
constantly accelerating
demand from students
enrolling via technology and to study our
online lessons. 55,000
new students recently
enrolled via the Internet
over a twelve month
period. In 2009, we
expect that number to
GUOGEE exceed 250,000. WBS

EBAY 8 s investing $650,000 to
YAHWEH create methods and tools
that exploit the latest in
Internet technologies
and usage trends—and enroll millions of Bible
students. Everyday Christians will be able to
“cast the ‘Net” more effectively than ever—and
to connect with truth-seekers in the
ways they want to connect. From

chd

300,000 enrolled
via the Internet.

'1 XH‘{ )0

hat’s a drop in the bucket.

There are presently 1.4 billion
people in the world that have
access to the Internet. People
are going online—connecting,
communicating, building
relationships, and sharing information. They’re also
seeking answers and frue purpose in life.

WBS will be there, too. We believe that the Yahoo to Yahweh, WBS is using
World Wide Web’s highest providential purpose technology to share Jesus with
is to speed God’s Good News around the globe. a lost world.

Address Service Requested

@ (2 Upc&mfng‘wﬂ% WBS..\-

Teaching the Word. Reaching the World!
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Action! World Bible School
P.O. Box 2169 - Cedar Park, Texas 78630

..Instantly...all over the world.
That’s how quickly one can find the Gospel
via WBS and technology.

Impact Sunday is May 3%,
Request a DVD and packet.

Make sure your church participates.
Help us reach millions—God speed!




